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Scene Continued. i 

AY joyful confuſion beginning to ſub- 
1M fide, looking round I miſſed Winifred, 
and aſked Papa Owen what was become of 
her; © ſhe is gone to keep company with 
54 my lady” s woman,” ſaitFhe, © this com- 
1 © pany befits not her tation, though my 
lady was ſo good to make her one of it 
|* at your reception.“ T anſwered, t it 
* ſhould not be long before I would ſee 
Voi. II. B  - 


| 2 1 3 
| - £©her again,“ and running from one to the ö 
„other till my head began to grow giddy, I 3 
threw myſelf down on the carpet, whilſt my 

| two lovely friends, with approbation ſpark- F 
' ling i in their countenances, ſtood by obſerv- 1 
1 ing my motions, and:ſmiling on each other, U 
£ N hy don't you get up,“ ſaid Agnetta. Y 


My heart never reſiſted any command of 5 
her impoſing, I jumped upon my legs, 4 ©] 
and running to Mamma, eaſily obtained 
permiſſion to walk with them over the 

lawn. We were attended by a waiting 1 
woman, Trimbuſh, and Alexander, when : 
as in former times joining hand in hand, 
we ran from walk to walk, from par- 5 ö 
terre to parterre, we talked of the garland, 
of preceptor Cecil, of brother Numps and IF 


| of Mr. Darcy, but in a manner fo | inter- Þ 
| rupted, ſo incoherent, that there is no re. 4 
| peating even the ſubſtance of our conver-? 
. ſation; all that I could underſtand, was 


only that young Godolphin was ſent to 2 
public ſchool near London, that the girl 
ere going to angth, Er in Queen Square 

. — 
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and that their Papa and Mamma were 


come to live in England. 


The month we ſpent together at Eve- 
line Lodge, contained for us as many ſweet 
moments as any other in the calendar of 


our lives. Mr. Darcy came thither very 


often to viſit my new Papa; he no more 
than the reſt of them expreſſed any anger 
at my elopement, nor did his affection for 
the little Delves feem in the leaſt dimi- 
niſhed, he made me repeat to hun all my 
adventures; I did not forget to tell him 
every thing relating to the crazy lord, and 
J alſo longed to tell him who were my pa- 
rents, but ſomething or other prevented 
me from repoſing this confidence in their 
intimate friend; I believe it was the fear 
that he might ſpeak again to them of the 


_ diſcovery I had made, and I could not 


bear the thought of incurring their diſplea- 
fure. On the ſubject of Alexander, I knew 
no reſerve, I repeated with tears in my 
eyes the little ſtory of the ſick wife, the 
B 2 | pardon, 


74 „ rs, 


pardon, anti the ;purſe; I deſcribed with 
energy the poor creature*s emotions of gra- 
titude, as he rehearſed to me the mercy, 


And theigeneroſity-of his gracious benefac- 


RT; --- 


Mr. Darcy caught me in his arms, and 
preſſing me tendetly between them, *I am 
% charmed,“ faid he, „muy dear boy, to 
e fee you affected by an action of common 
4 humanity, of common charity; it is the 
* prognoſtic of a heart that will one day 
hen you have it in your power to do 
good, inſtruct you that the pureſt ſprings 


* 
a 
1 


tee volence, and the moſt acceptable fervice 
ee cum perform in ther fight of Heaven 
arto pity and pardon the: wretch who proſ- 
| « trates Himſelf before us, affliẽted and 


«of :human felicity are derived from bene- 


s penitent. Lam glad try friend Sir Ed—- 
„ard has placed Alexander about your 
-<©:yetſon, he is honéſt and faithful, his 
v ctime as co anciec, and perhaps his 

0 «conſtirution 3 


is 


Sr 
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ce. coal tuttion is more accoumable for 


«,that fault than his at 


* 


Self nk is perfect Clad wk 
always allowed. to: be obtained with: more 


difficulty than moſt other ſtudies, yet: E had 


acquired enough of 1t to be convinced at 
an early ſtage of life, that had my errors 
been attacked violently, inſtead of being 
approached with gentleneſs, they would 
have increaſed rather than diminiſhed. A 
man and his faults, being like a man and 


= his wife, ſo cloſely united, that he who ap- 
= pears the enemy of one is conceived to be 
4 the enemy of both, and whoever. would 
ſever themiſhould ſet about it with adreſs, 
Z which will ometimes . where force 
* would has ts | 


Nei hos Bes W N Mr. Days or 


Y indeod any of my friends, ever told me 1 


Vas too rude, tee bold, too idle, too ſtub- 

bom, or too any thing elſe that Fought not 

| to be but I did: not want underſtanding 
3 to 


. 


to find out that the praiſes hes beflowed 
on mildneſs, modeſty, application, and 
compliance, were ſo many kind leſſons by 
which I was expected to profit; whether! 
did or did not profit by them, will here- 
afrer be eſtabliſhed. 


DELVES, 


CHAP, Il. 


11 2 he Ns = 3} 
* Io rn en | - F 
JRerone « the ind up of our party, 
was informed by Sir Edward and 
Lady Eveline, that in three days they ſhould 
convey me to Eton ſchool, whither 'they 
had prevailed on Mr, Owen and his houſe- 
keeper Winifred to ſettle themſelves, that 'F 
I might board with them; as being my old 
friends, on their care of my health-they Þ 
could depend; and that Alexander had aſked 
leave, and was permitted to attend me. 
. "0 a. | 


* 
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As a proof that the ſturdieſt dif] poſition may 
be rendered flexible, by the moulding of ö 
43 kindneſs, little Delves ſtarted no'growling* 
3 objections. to this arrangement; though to 
peak the truth, without meaning to diſpa- 
rage Papa Owen, or Mother Winifred, or 
without loving thent leſs, ſince he had en- 
1 joyed the benefit of better ſoeiety, theirs 
2 would have been the laſt he would have? 
2 choſen for the ſolace of his domeſtic hours; 
$ on the contrary, he ſeemed not only per- 
0 fectly fatisfied, but returned with as much 
F warmth as expreſſion will allow to real and 


grateful emotions, thoſe feelings with which 


his heart was burſting, at the goodneſs of 
= theſe adorable PR wb 


* 


Papa Owen, with Winifred ſeated by his“ 
ſide, removed to the houſe, prepared for 


their reception at Eton, in a poſt- chaiſe. of 


Sir Edward's, two days before Sir Edward 
and his Lady themſelves conveyed me to” 
my new. reſidence; and on the fame morn- 
ing che Colunel, and. Mrs. Godol phin ſet 
bn Bs; out 
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out wich their daughters, for the metropolis. 
Our adieus were tender, I drew my hat over 
my eyes, Agnetta wept. 


1 think the firſt ſevere 1 1 
ever experienced, was on our arrival at Eton 


chen after Sir Edward had been with the 
maſters, I was told that neither Trimbuſh, 
or Alexander, conld be permitted to re- 


main with me at college. I thought my 


heart would have broken, a thouſand times 


did I embrace them both, a thouſand times 


recommended them to the love of each 


other; I do not know that I felt much ſeverer 


pangs in parting with Sir Edward and Lady 


Eveline, who to dry up my tears, promiſed 


they would ſend my ſervant and my dog 
very frequently to vifit 41 


| 1 no {md theſe dear objects in my 
ſight, I turned my thoughts to the neceſſity 
of application, that I may not diſgrace by 
my education the patents who would one 
Go. acknowledge me, and whom I now. 


loved 


- « 


1 


r 
3 


F loved much more for their goodneſs to me, 
than J had loved them before for cheir 
= rwenty thouſand pou unde a FEAT. 


Mir. Darcy had given we a age purſe 
of gold, when L:;Jeft him behind me, at 
3 [ Eveline Lodge, together with a lecture, 
dhe value of which I did not quite fo well 
2 know at that time, although I have ſince 
f % experiences 13.40 have * wy all price. 


2 xt + - - 


= c< Ti underſtand, oh fad he,. 61 that it is the 
* « intention of your new friends, not to take 
you from ſchogl, until you have com- 
2 © pleated your ſeventcenth, year, when they 
= © hope to ſee united in you, the ſcholar, 

the gentleman, and the chriſtian ; the lit- 

A tle offering which my friendſhip. would 
have you accept, ſhall be yearly renewed, 
not as a gift, but a praperty of which 1 
= ©* appoipt. you the ſteward ; I ſhall never 
( call you to any reckoning, your conſcience 
'$ 0 is your maſter, make up your accounts 
1 with that, and I ſhall be ſatisfied. An ho- 
WH B 5 c neſt 


9% in 


« neſt ſteward can only claim his wages ; he 


be is the ſervant of benevolence, and the 


more freely he ſcatters, the more liberal- 
« Iy he is repaid. Tell me my dear child,” 


added Mr. Darcy, © do you Compreniend 


. what I am ſaying to 9085 222 


« Ido indeed Sir,” I e with viva- 


city, © and I will never ſpend one of theſe 


« guineas, Upon any ſelfiſh gratification, but 
* may I not give a few of them to Alexan- 
44 der? 13 ; 1 


« No! Alexander is provided with all 
« the neceſſaries of life; he may deſerve, but 
he does not ſtand in need of your bounty, 


* keep it for the neceſſitous, whoſe age, 


« poverty or infirmities, will ally them- 
« ſelves.to. your compaſſion, whoſe claims 
cc you cannot ſhake off, without at the ſame 
te time looſening the very chords which 


s bind you to the ſyſtem of humanity.” 


J no 


* 


"IG 


7 
3 
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I no ſooner became reconciled to my 
ſchool, and my ſchool-fellows, than I di- 


= ligently applied to ſeize on every improve- 


ment within my reach, nor were the bloſ- 
ſoms of genius leſs ſtrong for blowing as 
mine did at a late ſeaſon ; this is all that I 
ſhall. ſay of the four years I remained at 
Eton, for if the;tricks: of a ſchool-boy are 
diverting to himſelf, there are, little hopes 
that a repetition of them can afford the ſame 
entertainment to a manly reader. 8 : bs 
| a, u the ay 2 1 

The $a improvements - .of little 
Delves, were declared by all his partial 
friends, to have even out- ſtripped bis 
knowledge in the. languages-dead or living; 
the graces of elocution, the art of, dancing, 


riding, ſkating, or fencing, in all of which 


accompliſhments his various maſters allo 
ed him to excel. every body but themſel ves; 


| becauſe for ſuch, condeſcenſions, they were 


ſure to. receive, not only the thanks of Sir 
Edward and NAY: Eren but ſuch mer 


„ 8 
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fied them, for any little ſacrifices they may 
| have made at the ſhrine of deceit. Truth 3 
| might have diſputed with the maſters the I 
'F perfections of their pupil, but his friends 
5 were not inclined to doubt of their reality, 
they rather ſaw thetn double; Sir William, 
Lady Eveline, and Mr. Darcy, confined 
their admirationtofilent ecſtacy, Papa Owen, 
Wi inifred, arid Alexander, Tpoke theirs in x 
unecfu vocal Phräfes, even Trimbuſh ſeemq- 
ed to love me lels, and to reſj pect me more. J 
Whatever my improvements might have 
1 been, thoſe Gf RAgnetta and Henrietta my 
ts witneſſech, arid my Whote Toul acknow- 
ledged; oor titerviews Were ſeldom, but 
bur atrachnient Nfetigthened rather than 
dimimfſhed, and every future Tepatation was 
üttended with more pain than the former. 
Nor the laſt year of ny Tehool ſide, 
we never met, the Celöndl's family had 
vide an excurſton to che continent; I did 
not even expect to fee them any fore he- 
fofe y tertioval to the Univerſity, where 
I u r efſoy the Leolace vf Trimbuſh and 
if Alexander 
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Alexander in lieu of Papa Owen and Wi- 
nifred, who having nobly fulfilled their 
kind offices, returned back to their tem- 
ple of love in the boſom of Wales, loaded 
with my thanks, embraces, and many more 
ſubſtantial marks of friendſhip from the 
hands of my generous benefactors. — 


On paſſing through London, in our way 
to Oxford, Lady Eveline alked if 1 ſhould 
like ſtaying a few days in town, to partake 
ol its eee | 


Daring the four years 5 Th bad been under 
| their reſpectable protection, I had paffed 
but five nights in London, and even theſe 
with a ſort of diſcontented reluctance from 
the very great preference J gave to their 
reſidence in the country. Hitherto they had 
ſubmitted to my humour, it now feemed 
incumbent on me to bend my will to theirs, 
and that very evening I had the honor to 
attend my lovely Marnma, to her box at 
the Opera. | 
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My hair was turned up for the firſt time, 
and whether it was owing to the change it 
made on my features, or from the exceſſive 
growth of my perſon, ſince I laſt appeared 
in the ſame ſituation, I fancied every eye 
in the houſe was fixed upon me ; Lady 
Eveline whiſpered me to the ſame effect. 
« ] do not know how the men might like 
« you Delves,” faid ſhe,. but I foreſee, 
e that you will be a favorite of the wo- 
« men.” 


“ ſhall not be too vain of that diftinc- | 
« tion,” ſaid I, © unleſs you can perſuade 
© me, that their approbation is valuable 
cc from its ſcarcity, and that they do not 
cc laviſh it on all men alike.” ? 


ng © Upon my word, young gentleman, if "2 
Fe ſuch are your conditions, before your 9 
So ſcruples will be ſatisfied, I fear we muft | 
© have a new Creation, or at leaſt another 
ce generation; our young females of faſhion, 
c not bring made after your model,” 


Fe, 3 

4 2 
5 * 
Wo 7 * 
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It is the fault of their mothers, 2 1 re- 
9 _ 


« How ſo?” 


F 


Why if they would ſet them an exam- 
3 « ple of reſerve, 1 dare ſay it would be fol- 
| I 5 lowed. 1 
= ] do not know that you are very wrong, 
x « but you are an abſolute churl, not to 
l 2 make allowances for the pre} judices of 


„ faſhion.” ' 
5 0 
1 
. 5 N 
4 
* . 
P 1 2 * - 
* 1 £ * 


* < Ah Madam, I ſpeak as I think; you 
9 ** do not, or you would ſay as I do, that in 
'F e the decency of dreſs, and chaſtity of 
1 1 « manner, there ſhould be no faſhion, but 
= © what modeſty ſanctions.” 


Indeed you are prodigious wiſe, pray 
© where did you pick up your wiſdom ?”? 
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« Not, thank God, from experience; I 
never gave myſelf any trouble about 
* them, but there are ſome young men, 
« very little older than myſelf, who are 
c much in the world, on whoſe judgment 
« I rely, and on whoſe opinion I have 
« founded my own.” fo 


T obſerved all the time we had been 
ſpeaking, Lady Eveline conftantly turned 
her head towards the door of a Vacant box, 
next to her own z. at laſt t opened, and 1 
had the tranſport of beholding my. old 
friend Mrs. Codolphin deſcend, followed 
FAM my. ee A and ber channing 
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CHAP. IM. 


£ *%g 3, 
. * "Tt. 
1 by 8. 4 4 . : 

Y Driſapporntment 
_ = appointment. 


2 A GNETTA no longer i in the dreſs of a 
. child, with the graceful form of wo- 
man, blended a reſerve that diſguſted me; 
ger mother received the hand I offered, 
and preſſed it with great kindneſs, but by 
Agnetta it was rejected; who ſaid with a 


pluſh, which infinitely became the caſt of 
her features, © Will you never forget Sir, 


1 | that we a no longer children fe 


3 If you are chi I am not,” I re- 
1 plied in 4 pet, turning to the * ani- 


18 DELVES; 


mated Henrietta, and aſking if ſhe-too was 
prude enough to deny an old acquaint- 
ance ? 


Not I indeed,” ſaid ſhe, * nor my ſiſter 


neither, it is only a copy of her coun- 


= tenance.“ 


« Oh! then,” I replied, « if ſhe has not 


 Jaid by her friends with her dolls, ſhe 
© muſt have acquired a great deal of affec- 
* tation, I am glad to ſee you more natu- 
© ral.” Then caſting a glance of reſent- 
ment on Agnetta, I turned away, ſome- 
times ſpeaking to Lady Eveline, ſometimes 
to Mrs. Godolphin till the dancing began ; 
when my eyes happening to wander a little 


towards the fair offender, I ſaw a very fine | 


young man engaging the whole of her at- 


tention, whom I immediately recollected to 


have been once my ſchool-fellow, Lord 
Charles Harley, the younger ſon of a new 
made marquis. I was too proud, and too 


angry, to renew my acquaintance with hin, 
at Y 


"A 
Ke 
"+l 

* F * 


ap Y 
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ras 
M. 


zt this chance interview; I had no con- 
FKeption that I loved Agnetta, yet I 
"thought myſelf more entitled to her notice 


| an any other youth of my ſtanding, and | 


: 4 calouſy of the moſt paſſionate adorer. I 
therefore ſat ſurly, ſwelling and ſilent, the 
"reſt of the evening, and when preſſed by 
A {rs. Gololphin to viſit her before I left 
town, I only replied, that if it was poſſible 
to prevail on Sir Edward and 2 Eve 
line to leave it the next morning, I hoped 
t be at Oxford before dinner; adding: that 
I hated London, its airs, its graces, and its 
Anſincerities. I might have been rather leſs 
6 A Tude, if I had not obſerved Agnetta atten- 
tively liſtening to our converſation ; ſhe 
ie” | ſmiled, and nodded, but her ſmiles, and her 
n ds, had no effect on my exaſperated ale : 


" W 
5 1 5 
0 » 
E 
9 
„ 


* 
| I 3 of * 


My humour was ſtill adverſe to harmony, 
and on our return to Portland-Place Lady 
„ | 1 Eveline had ſeveral times repeated the ſame 


ir A | | queſtion. 
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queſtion, '** What is the matter with your | Y 
«© Delves ?” and at laſt deſired to know-with | * 
whom 1 had left my gaiety; I had en 
only to this home charge, by kiſſing her 
hand, and intreating that ſhe would permit i 
me to attend the only friends I had in the 3 
world, to o Oxford, the BY next ws 7 


« JI . ſaid * DR an air, more 1 6 
than commonly ſerious, / that your Will -ag- | A 
« count for this requeſt, to Sir Edward, and ( 
« if you can ſatisfy him that it is a rea- 
« fonable one, I promiſe you te ſtart: no 4 
cc 6 MN 


; 52 
7 2 4 
„ 
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ep I SEE . 
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Shes words, and her tone, bad ſomething 1 
in them ſo repellant to the freedom of 1 
ſpirit, that J became more and more diſa- 
greeable to myſelf, as well as to her Lady - 
ſhip, who on meeting Sir Edward in the | I 
ſupper-room, where he waited our return, 
faid to him laughing, © This boy has taken | 
it into his head, to be offended at ſome- 
C body, or ſomething that he has met with | 

« at 
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eat the Opera ; he wants us to haſten our 
* excurſion to Oxford, that he might con- 
t ceal his chagrin in the cloiſters of a col- 
* lege ; ſhall we indulge his ſedentary 
c wiſhes, and ſet out immediately? The 
K 3 moon is bright, every thing is in favor of 
this charming romantic expedition; for 
my part, I hate delays, particularly where 
the health of mind or body is at ſtake; 
poor Delves is fick at heart, nothing 
| 1 « pleaſes him, no, not even the fight of 
| . his earlieſt friends, the pretty Godolphins, 
2 4 ** who have _ at his 1 the "whole of 


2 2 


I do. not underftand,”” ſaid SirEdward, 
as he ſtood with his back to the fire, and 
ghis hands behind him, whilſt 1 had ſlunk 
on one ſide of it to avoid obſervation, *nor 
4 can I comprehend how Delves, ſo ſituat- 
ved, ſhould be capable of feeling diſguſt 
3 though the'ſinging had been bad, and the 
3 | 5 ih 
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ce Neither was that the caſe,” returned 


my tormenting Mamma, I never ſaw a 
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better performance, yet he only wants 


« our conſent to ſet off for Oxford tomor- 


« row morning. 


Luckily the ſervants brought in ſupper, ; 1 


y 4 8 1 


which relieved me from the force of a rail. 2 
lery, that I could not feel myſelf the object 1 


of without being covered with confuſion 
from a conſciouſneſs of having deſerved it, 


and by the time they were again withdrawn, 


the amiable condeſcenſion of thoſe dear 
friends had reſtord me to ſo much, good i 


humour, that in hopes to make them forget 1 


preſentation of which had coſt me ſo much 


humiliation. 


n each the goodneſs to extend a 
hand, and a ſmile of the fondeſt affection, | 
to compleat the conqueſt I ſtrove to gain 


over myſelf. „ 
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my paſt unaccountable caprice, I ſung ſe-} 3 1 
veral airs of that favorite Opera; the re- ; 
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3 S ward, * for this exer tion.“ 
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I give you a great deal of credit,” ſaid 


I agree with you,” cried Lady Eveline, 
« what ſay you Delves, ſhall we ſet out to- : 
c morrow, or ſhall we as at firſt propoſed, 
« remain where we are a few days longer? 


| 


„Oh! Good God,” cried I, © is it only 


din the mirror of your amiable qualities, 


* that I am doomed to behold the deformi- 
« ty of my own temper; my face was 
ſpread with bluſhes, and my eyes caſt on 
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« But you do not declare what are your 


e inclinations, ſpeak then without fear,” 
* faid Sir Edward, they muſt be unrea- 


« ſonable indeed, if we do not with * 
adopt them. - 


Corrofive meaſures adminiſtered as re- 
medies to a mind diſeaſed, is a ſword of 
ſteel, xying to pierce marble, but the balm 
# | ” | of 
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of forbearing kindneſs will penetrate the 
hardeſt natures.— I have no wiſh, no in- 
« clination,”” I eines, graſping their 
hands, and preſſing them to a heart which 
throbbed with gratitude, I have no deſire 
ec in the world, but to convince you of my 


« love, my duty, my obedience. 


«© Begin with giving us the whole of your 
4e confidence,” ſaid Mamma, ſmiling arch- 
Iy ; tell us what ĩt Was that * ow 


«© at the Opera.“ 


« Oh! I ſhall confeſs it with all my 


« heart. Agnetta is grown ſo haughty, that 


«ſhe: would hardly acknowledge me.“ 


ee Perhaps what you call haughtineſs is 
. nothing more than that maidenly mo- 


« deſty which but this very night T-have 


te heard you abuſe the modern mothers for 
„not inſtilling into the -manners of er 


* daughters,” 


* 


<—_ 
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«© We muſt allow the ladies,” added Sir 


e belongs to the delicacy of their own ſex, 
te and I expect that my wife's arguments 
A ; c will convince * that you have formed 


« ] will believe whatever you would have 
me,“ faid I, © yet if indeed, it was mo- 
b deſty which made her fo diftant to me, 
* what was it, my dear Madam, that drew 
I her ſo near to Harley? I had rather 
** ſpeak my injuries, than make believe 
they were forgotten, that I might ſecretl y 
A revenge them with —_— Fo 


at 


4 Hut who is it that you ſuppoſe has in- 
0. Pas you? not Agnetta, for I ſaw nothing 
ve Famils in her conduct, neither have you 
or any cauſe of acquiſition againſt Lord 
eir Charles Harley; perhaps there may be fa- 
; Late reaſons, why he ſhould be entitled 

to her particular preference: however, in- 
ve | vor. II. C * ſtead 
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« ſtead of going to Oxford, we ſhall make ] 


« them a viſit to-morrow, when perhaps 
© we ſhall be let a little more into the ſe- 
*cret ; at preſent let us retire, and conſult 
te our pillows, which are the wiſeſt counſel- 
© lors we can apply to.” At half an hour 


after midnight ſhe roſe, lighted her taper, ' 
as I did alſo, glad to have eſcaped, and we 


all retired at the ſame moment. 


| Alexander waited to undreſs me, and 
Trimbuſh had ſtretched himſelf out at full 
length, on the foot of my bed. I took ſo 


little notice of either, that a mixture of 


ſurprize, pique, and uneaſineſs appeared 


upon the countenance of Alexander, w ho 


obſerved that he ſuppoſed their honors had 


changed their minds, and he ſhould be left 
out of the detachment to be drafted for 
Oxford. Inſtead of fatisfying his doubts, I ! 
told him he might go to bed, as I ſhould ? 
not want his attendance any more that 1 


night. 


I afflicted, 
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3 he had in his keeping, 
ould divulge. 


A WELCH TALE. 27 


I afflicted, though I did not-intend to af- 


F flict him; he was very ſure he ſaid, with 
q tears in his eyes, he ſhould be ſent back 
x from Oxford, 
I aſſured him he was miſtaken ; then what 
41 could be the matter with me, was the next 
0 queſtion, as if it was impoſſible I ſhould 
have any other cauſe for vexation, than 
a Phat originated in a proſpect of a ſepara- 
tion from himſelf. 


as he had been from Eton. 


and W he never 


= *« Tf I durſt to have told them,” he re- 
plied, © your honor ſhould not have aſked 
me twice, for dy'e ſee, they have been as 


near to my lips as gun-powder to the 


| 8 cartridge, and would many a time have 
ge blown up, if it had not been for my —_ 
to God, and my ſuperiors.” 


C 


This 


DELVEsS, 


This was a ſort of compromiſe, that each 
ſhould keep what he had to himſelf. To | 
avoid therefore, his affectionately trouble- ; 
ſome importunities, that I would go to 
reſt, I ſubmitted to the operation of un- 
dreſſing, took poſſeſſion of my pillow, but 
bid adieu to reſt till the image of Agnetta 
vaniſhed from my mental view, with the 
clouds of night and fleep hovering over 
my eyes as the ſat on the beams of the 
morning ſealed them up ſo effectually, that 
it was paſſed mid-day before I opened them _ 
again, and again Agnetta was the firſt ob- 

ject that was preſent to my ideas. I have 
ſeen her— ſhe hates me—ſhe likes Harley. 
Theſe were the thoughts that always at- A 
tended the recollection of the Opera Scene. 
J had heard of love—I feared it, but was 
quite certain I had never felt it. Ho) 
was it poſſible I ſhould love Mifs Godol- 
phin, with whom I was ſo angry, that if 
it had not been unmanly, I could certainly # 
have chaſtiſed her arrogance with maſcu- 4 
line diſcipline ? F' 
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The change in my looks * I came 


: 3 down to breakfaſt, ſeemed to alarm Sir 
3 Edward and Lady Eveline; they were ſure 
4 had not ſlept, they were ſure I was un- 
uell, they hoped a certain young lady was 


% not anſwerable for the alteration ſo vifible 


in my countenance.. © If that ſhould. be 


= the caſe, he is very much to blame, 

dad Sir Edward, © he might have ſpoken. 
+ in time, he knows our partiality for the 
Colonel and his family; 


— . 
. $4 


the young lady 
1 is amiable, her connexions honorable, her 


3 fortune unexceptionable, on what grounds, 
4 my dear Del ves, could you have ſuppoſed. 


* we ſhould have raiſed objections, to an: 


alliance ſo every way deſirable?” 


4 marry,Agnetta !” cried I, forcing a 


ugh, and filling my mouth with boiling. 
4 ea, that brought tears into my. eyes. © No 
if FL Sir, if there was not another woman in 


e the world, I would not be the huſband of 
4 * Miſs Godolphin | She forgets to love me 
«c as a ſiſter, and ſhe knows well enough the 

"© 


« moſt. 
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« moſt I could ever feel for her, was the ; 
« good will of a brother; and even from 
« this ſlight degree of preference, I now 4 
« declare myſelf totally diſengaged.” 


« am glad,” ſhe returned, © to hear 

« you announce yourſelf ſo free from pain- 
« ful impreſſions, as it puts me out of 
doubt, that the evening party to which : 
« we are all invited, will give you pleaſure: 9 
e had not your heart found itſelf in ſo per- 
« fect a ſtate of indifference, I ſhould have 
e been almoſt afraid to propoſe it.“ 


My face burnt like fire, as I aſked where 7 
and to what party, I ſhould have the honor 1 
of conducting her Ladyſhip. ; 1 
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« Pſhaw,” ſaid Mamma, why all this 
« begging the queſtion; I think I have 
« hinted very ſufficiently, to make you 4 
55 comprehend, that our intended viſit is to 4 
"RE family of whom we have been wo] F 
cc ing. 35 TS: 
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11 1 rather go toto to the play,” 
= ſtammered I out. 


And we ſhould moſt gladly have ex- 
2 « cuſed your attendance,” ſhe replied, *at_ 
3 the other place, rather than'diſtreſs your 
£ « feelings ; but if you have been honeſt, 
of 4 « they are not likely to ſuffer any conflicts 
from beauties that are ſeen by Yu with 
Y % « ſo little partiality ; come confeſs you 
1 have deceived us, and ſtay at home, or 
go with us, and eſtabliſh your ſincerity.” 


« Then I go, ſaid I, “though I ſhould 


ere if 2 © be carried thither in my coffin. Dear 
nor e Madam, I will do any thing, rather than 


e ſubject myſelf to a . ſo degrad- 


| 3 1 Ing. | 7 
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ave Very well,” me this 4 teaſing 


parent, now that I know all muſt be ſafe 
1 7 *in that little kingdom, where I ſurmiſed 
4 « a rebellion had commenced, there is no- 
4 17 ming that remains to trouble me. I have 
0 4 ce been 


32 DELVES, 

<« been engaged to make this viſit on this 
« very night, rather more than three weeks; 
« we are invited it ſeems on a very parti- 
*« cular occaſion.” 


_ « Particular occaſion!” repeated I, “but 
no matter I beg your pardon, what time 


« muſt I be ready to attend Fon Lady 8 


cc ſhip? MEE 


« Eight, I think, is the hour at which we 
*are expected; have you any objection, 

perhaps you may think it either too late, 
* or too early? 


Dear Lady Eveline, what can it be to 


* me, whether you chuſe to command my 
e obedience at ſun-riſing, or ſun-ſetting ; I 
« live but to pleaſe Sir Edward and your- 
« ſelf; love me always, and I renounce the 
love of all other women upon tfe face of 
the earth. 


F 


« ] ſhall 


— * 


1 * 
1 * 


ce. 


1 

1 

2 3 
4: 


No 
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«T ſhall grant your requeſt, my beloved 
child, let us ſee if you will. be as true to 
oi "your promuſe.” 7 


CH ep I 


Vit. 8 


> filence any further obſervations on 
the affairs of my  incomprehenfible 


heart, I appeared at dinner dreſſed to the 
beſt advantage, and with ſuch gaiety of 
# ſpirits, as might have been miſtaken for 


intoxication, under which ſeveral very odd . 
ſenſations were carefully concealed ; I kept - 
all the talk to myſelf, I overturned what- - 


* ever came in my way, I ſpread a handker- . 


Chief on my knees, and put the napkin 1 into 


my pocket. 


C6 _«]told 
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« ] told you,“ ſaid Lady Eveline to Sir 1 
Edward, « how much we have misjudged 
« the ſituation of his heart; I have never 3 
« ſeen him look ſo well; I have never ſeen * 
« him ſo wonderfully lively; let us never 
« again accuſe him of harbouring inclina- 
ce tions, with which he is afraid, or aſhamed 
« to make us acquainted.“ 


thought my little arti fice had ſucceed- I 
ed ſo well, that to give it freſh force, I F 
drew out my watch twenty times, between ö 
the hours of ſeven and eight, as if impatient F 
to give ſtill ſtronger proofs of my indiffe- # 
rence; and when the carriage came to the 4 
door, which was to convey us to Colonel Z 
- Godolphin's, I ſtarted up, aſſiſted Mamma, 1 
to put on her cloak, and hurried her away 1 
-AS - if I had liked as much as I hated the 1 
terrible viſit, to which my 4ll-ſtarr'd deſtiny | 
Was about to conduct me. 


* Delves,“ cried Mamma, as I led ws to 
the coach, you have certainly uſed too 
| x o much! 


2 
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<« much exerciſe to-day, your hand trembles 


cc with the feebleneſs of old age.” 


« That is very likely,” ſaid I, © it is al- 
e ways the caſe when I play too long at 
tennis, as I have done this morning.“ 


Well we are arrived—we are deſcended 
from our carriage—weare paſling through a 
whole regiment of powdered footmen in 
new liveries——every room is illuminated 


with candles every face with joy. The 
© door of an immenſe ſaloon, adorned with 


an infinity of light is thrown open—Lady 
Eveline is announced—Sir Edward is an- 
nounced and the agitated Delves is an- 
nounced. Could he behold without tumults 
of agitation, the ſpectacle that met his con- 
fuſed ſight? It was Lord Charles Harley ſit- 
ting between Agnetta and another lady. 
Agnetta, the bluſhing Agnetta, in bridal 
white; it was that abominable Lord Charles, 


triumphing in the happineſs of a bride- 


groom; it was a circle of ſplendid com- 
C 6 . * pany, 
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pany, met to affiſt at the nuptials of Ag- 
netta. It was the awful range of cuſhions 
which ſpoke the approaching ceremony ; 


it was the Archbiſhop's licence, exhibited _ 


againſt the hangings ; it was the Arch- 


biſhop in perſon, dreſſed in his robes, and 


ſtanding at a table, his face turned towards 
Agnetta, as if expecting her approach, his 


hand reſting on a fuperb bible. It appeared 
that they only waited for our arrival, to 


begin the ceremony. I ſaw them all upon 


their feet, I ſaw no more, nobody obſerved 
me, nobody ſeemed to care what became 


of me, I ran out of the room, out of the 
houſe, and through the ſtreets, till I gained 


my own apartment, where ſhutting myſelf 4 
up from all obſervation, I walked, wept, 


and raved until no longer able to do either 


poſſible, that a diſappointed lover ſhould 


ever ſleep, I certainly did fleep, or ſhould A 
my readers of a particular deſcription ob- 4 0 
Ject to my falling afleep, I allow them to J 
call it a ſuſpenſion of the ſenſes, from which 


8 % JE x . 
F * x 8 
"au . oo LE OW 
3 wt Bb. ö 0 5 
e ESI: 


I fell on the bed, and if it can be ſuppoſed 


] recovered, 2 


It 
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I recovered, much refreſhed, and a great 
dcal more rational. | 


J could no longer doubt of the intereſt 
Agnetta had made in my affections, but 
| 8 with that deſperate fortitude of the Spartan 


. I reſolved to keep my ſecret though 
it ſhould eat through my vitals. 


2. 


Sir Edward and nails Eveline came 
Z home at an early hour, and looked ſurpriſ- 


| ” a at finding me waiting for them, in the 


drawing room, as compoſed, cheerful, and 


f 1 unconcerned as if nothing had ha ppened. 


They apbraided; and congratulated me in 
4 the ſame breath; I had done wrong in leav- 
7 ing the aſſembly, before the rites were 
ſolemnized; but they were rejoiced to find 
that it was not any ſudden indiſpoſition, 
* which made me guilty of ſo much inconſi- 
| derate haſte, in retiring before I had paid 
2 bs POTN TOY to Lady Charles — 


« ] acknow- 
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« ] acknowledge my fault,” ſaid I, * and 


« jt depends on your goodneſs, whether ſhall 
* ever pardon the commiſſion of it, for if 


« Delves is not forgiven by Sir Edward and 
« your Ladyſhip, Delves never will forgive 
5 himſelf. 5 


* 


« Well, well,” anſwered Papa, © where 
re. there are ſo many whimſical oddities, we 


« ſhall not quarrel with you wor one of ſo 


* trifling a nature.” 


Provided, added Mamma, © that he 


< tells us the real reaſon of his deſertion.” 


That is eaſily enough explained, I hate 4 
ce all ſuch nonſenſical parade. The light 3 
« was too ſtrong, the heat too oppreſſive, A 
< and the ſolemnity ſo very awful, that if I x 
« had ſtaid, I might have taken an averſion 
« to the holy ſtate of matrimony, for the I 


e reſt of my life.“ 
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e Pray did you give yourſelf the trouble 


2 « to look at the bride, before you abſcond- 


. 4 Ls LC ed * 292 


« Yes, I caught one glimpſe at her.” 


0 


« Did you ever ſee any ob) ect more beau- 


rifully intereſting : Py» 


« She is very wall but nothing extraor- 


2 « dinary, quite a baby, and I wonder her 
e father and mother can truſt her with the 
management of a family.“ 


« True; yet notwithſtanding Agnetta is 
« young, I believe our wives of the preſent 
« times will have no bad example in Lady 
<« Charles Harley.“ 15 


It may be ſo,” J replied, ſhrugging my 
ſhoulders, with an air not leſs indifferent 
than incredulous, © yet if ever I marry I 
« ſhould not like for my wife to become 
« her * 8 

« But 
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« But Del ves, you muſt carry your com- 


te pliments to her, before you leave town; 


« your old friends will. never forgive you, 
« if they are intirely neglected.” 


WL Suppoſe then. I' ſhould call to-mor- 
= 2ow 


« You will do well.” 


name for Lord Charles, Lady Charles, the 
Colonel, Mrs. Godolphin, and Henrietta, 


but did not aſk to ſee any of them. My 
benefactors appeared ſatisfied when I told b 


them I weat too early, that none of the fa- 
mily were viſible, and the next morning we 
ſet off for the Univerſity. 
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CHAP. v. 


The Reſolution. 


EVER will I ſet my foot, never caſt 
3 my eyes again on this vile city, un- 
i I have obliterated Agnetta from my 


A memory. Such was the reſolution I form- 
dd as II turned my back upon London ; to 


4 rm and to eſtabliſh a reſolution was al- 
4 ays to me one and the ſame thing. It 

| Fequired ſome addreſs how to carry the 
F point without betraying the motive ; how 
1 Hould I ever ſee the parents I adored un- 
ſeſs I returned to them at every vacation? 
f . dee Chriſtmas they were always in Lon- 
gon. 1 might have * on them, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe they never refuſed me any thing, to 1 
receive the ſpoilt child at Eveline Lodge; 
but what then? London ſtood in my way, 1 
and I muſt paſs through it. I could no: 
paſs through it without in ſome degree re. 4 
volting from my purpoſe. Nobody wil | 
expect ſuch a conceſſion from me; I did 
not impoſe it on myſelf. 


6 1 
5 74 
* 
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Had there been a neceſſity of laying my 
heart open to the inſpection of a friend, 
Mr. Darcy would have been my confeſſor,” 
I ſhould have felt leſs fear of offending | 
him; leſs afraid of his ſtrictures; leſs afraid * 
of his raillery than of that which my fili! 
duty would have taught me to expect, had 
Sir Edward and Lady Eveline been in- 
formed of my duplicity. However I wa 
equally cut off from the advantage oi if 
council on either hand, for what 1 7001 T“ 
not ſay to them, I could not communicate 1 
to Mr. Darcy, who ſome weeks prior | 
my preſent awkward predicament, at the 
particular requeſt of miniſters had left Br 


7s 
Conn) 


* Wes - 
Fa OY 
n 


2 


Ws 


$58. lf 


A WELCH TALE 43 
Rain on an Extraordinary Embaſſy, which 
himſelf aſſured me at parting, would occu- 


_ Hide the water, it would have been in vain 
4 to unboſom my chagrin to him; for with- 
10 


out changing my nature I never could have 
changed my diſcontent. Nothing would 
1 | | | : 

—Zhave made me acknowledge that the mar- 


m] Friage of Agnetta was any concern of mine, 
0 uch leſs that it had been the blight of my 
{lor gaffections and the grave of my hopes. 

ling & | 

rad 2 Our ſhort journey commenced, conti- 
ili Inued, and ended with univerſal good-hu- 
hall #mour ; Sir Edward placidly chearful, Lady 
in- Eveline ſometimes gay, ſometimes thought 
wa: ful, whilſt the vivacity of the tortured 
Ol Y Velves knew no intermiſſion, though more 
u than once I felt my face flaming at cer- 
ate tain glances from the mild eyes of Man 
N oY Ewhich ſeemed to ſay that ſhe could read 
the the contents of my heart; they were alſo 
11. fraught with enn at leaſt I con- 
a | ſtrued 

1 | 
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ſtrued their language into pity. My pride B 
was hurt, and my efforts of artifice re- 
doubled, to convince her ladyſhip how * 


much I was the votary of indifference. - * 


Sir Edward, on our arrival at Oxford, 
preſented me to the Head of Wadham Col- 
lege, who gave me the moſt gracious re- 
ception. My rooms were already pre- F< 
pared ; my name entered as Gentleman 1 
Commoner; my ſervant and my dog quar- J 
tered in my neighbourhood ;- my tutor ap- 4 
pointed ; my acquaintance increafing ; my 3 
chagrin decreaſing. Such was my ſitua- 
tion ; when, after a week's fober feſtivity, \ I 
made up of ftaring and ſtuffing, the moſt 2 
reluctant adieus were announced between 
Papa, Mamma, and their darling, they re- 
turned to London, and I commenced ſtu- 
dent. = 


My tutor was a. good-natured man; 1 JF 
have known men without half his learning 1 
or polite manners, who have not been A 

good- 3 
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$00d-natured ; it is therefore that I no- 
ice in him a humble quality, with which 
0 ver- bearing, ſelf- created wiſdom. ſcorns 
f to aſſociate. He was the friend I moſt 
loved in the whole univerſity. 


Other acquaintances I contracted, who 
Taught me no great matter of good, except 
o put in practice the leſſon of charity 
given me by Mr. Darcy with a full purſe, 
on my firſt ſetting out for Eton School. 


x 1 had never forgotten his Chriſtian charge ; 
y but it had hitherto been attended with ſome 
trouble in finding objects enough to make 
„ 4 eceivers of his annual bounty, I had been 
+ 8 Prced in the purſuit of them, to make love 
R 3 to all the old ladies that came in my way, 


for proper recommendations ; until finding 
= 1 myſelf blazoned for the moſt wonderful 
: b 1 irtues, I grew quite aſhamed of ſo much 
public applauſe, and every year afterwards: 
5 delivered my purſe of truſt to the diſtri- 
bution of Winifred; from which time E 

bad the comfort of being let down to the 


ſame 


46 pxLVES, 


ſame level with the reſt of my comrades. 
A throne of pre-eminence may be formed 2 
of roſes, but he who ſits upon it muſt lay 9 
his account with feeling the thorns, whilſt 
he can only ſmell the flowers. = 
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The difficulties I experienced in parting | 7 
with Mr. Darcy's purſe at Eton, did not 
follow me to Oxford. I wanted no longer 3 
to invoke the aſſiſtance of ſuperannuated Y 
beauty, in the diſpoſal of its contents; the 

aid of Winifred would have been ſuperflu- | 5 
ous. Had every meſh been a purſe, and 
every purſe contained a hundred guineas, 1 
I could have diſpenſed them all, to a 
certainty that my modeſty would not be 

_ offended by praiſe itſelf, or the echo of 3 
| praiſe. If the poor, the diſpirited, the in- 
firm, the oppreſſed were the objects Mr. 
Darcy meant to partake of his bounty, I 9 

| every day met with diſtreſſed gentlemen 
| by dozens, poor as the wretch who is juſt 
come from the interment of his laſt ſhilling, 1 
di pn rited i Z 


Fi: 
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@/pirited by a bad run of luck, inſirm from 
Fice, and oppreſſed by debts. 


As long as the poor's fund laſted, the 
4 ills of my companions were ſent to it for 
0 ray and when all was gone, humanity 
forced me to raiſe another on my. onn 


F Ss office of ſettling the affairs of others, 
my own ſuffered no little derangement ; in 
"1 ort, I was reduced to a ſtate of as great 
poverty as the pooreſt of my gentlemen 
d "penſioners. Pride made me conceal the 
ſtate of my finances; the tradeſmen were 
a b s well contented with my promiſe, as they 


© had been with my money; and I wrote to 
Sir Edward for a remittance proportioned 


8 
Fo: 


"0 to my wants, to my withes, and to my in- 
4 heritance. 


Y Thel more I tried to ſeparate myſelf from 
3 the idea of Lady Charles Harley, by run- 
4 ang into parties of pleaſure, and perform- 

Ins actions of what J ſuppoſed to be kind- 
9 neſs, 
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neſs, and therefore deſerves to be called 2 
ſpurious ſort of benevolence, the more 1 4 
was entangled in my own efforts. They led ' | 
me into ſituations which at firſt produced T 
repentance, a repetition of them mellowed 
repentance to a ſort of uneaſy conſciouſneſs | A 
that I was not exactly in the right path; . 
which ſenſation very much evaporated at 3 
every new plunge I took in the ocean of | 4 
pleaſure; a conſequence eaſily enough to 
be underſtood by all ſuch as have refreſhed © 4 
themſelves in the ſame poiſonous Wwhirl. . 


pool. 


It was a conſiderable time before I re- 
ceived an anſwer to the demand I had made 1 
on Sir Edward. I was young in the ſchool 4 4 
of dif: appointment, and grumbled over my 4 F 
firſt lefſon ; I became reſerved to my tu- 
; tor, ſurly to my companions, and to my- ö 
ſelf intolerably fretful; at length arrived | 
ſuch. a one as reſtored me to thoughtleſs . 
good-humour with all its concomitant ex- +» 


trava ganc les, 
1 
Sir 
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i K Sir Edward excifed himſelf for having 
1 | wry ſo long ſending me the needful, 
Snſtead of upbraiding the imprudence which 
It have made it needful. He had been, 
he ſaid, at the Iſle of Wight, with a party 
pe his friends, and was come back to town 
but a few hours. The party, who had 
ſſtood in the way of my impatience, were 
SGoubtleſs no other than the | Godolphins ; 
perhaps too Lord Charles and Ris beautiful 
pride helped to compoſe it. My feelings 

at this ſurmiſe convinced me that it was 
pot yet time to think of returning to Lon- 
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2 Lady Eveline had. alſo written to m, 
3 put the, as well as Sir Edward, was filent 
1 2 which, in defiance to the 
— I ſtrongeſt reſiſtance, always neſtlad next my 
2 cart ; the-afked hen I intended: to make 
them a viſit, hut did not command my at- 
tendance; on the contrary; ſhe ſaid as there 
ould be a public act the next ſummer, I 1 
A ight uſe my own inclinations, for Sir Ed- 
Vor. II. D | ward 


oO +11  DELVES, 8 | Y ; 
- .ward,and ſhe intended to be un and | 
ſhould employ: me to take a houſe for? 
their reception, which for my ſake wo 
ſheuld certainly ond at leaft one Who 3 


i 


1 1 availed myself very hunt of thi 
3 and returned ſuch replies as. 4 
could not but: fully ſatisfy their hopes, their # 
wiſhes, and their affections. In doing thigh F 
J was guilty of mo ſubterfuge ; my ſtudies? 
J had never neglected, the progreſs I made 
in them covered mne with honor; and my 
love for theſ e revered parents was genuine, 
fincere, and fervent, as what the Wen 
feels for his religion. Beſides, at the mo- 
ment when I poured out the effuſions oil 
my heart on paper, I did really intend to! 0 
model it after their own.exemplary. pattern; 
but, alas! what are the intentions of 1 D 
youthful philoſopher, or what the ſteadineß 
of Juvenile wiſdom? „ 119 7 220 F 
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My good tutor, who, with all his learn- 
9 Line and piety could not penetrate into ac- 
tions further than he could ſee them, found 
ele to reprove in my conduct, but 
: much to admire in my diligence. Indeed, 
che former was only reprehenſible i in thoſe 


% 
ly 


N 


val © ours of leiſure, which- muſt have been 
a filled with the i image of another man's wife, 
pe diſſipation had not ſtood porter, and n 

5 red out its 182 entrance. 

ie g | | 

- At the time whe I ured under all 
1* ne torments of ſuſpence to which Sir Ed- 

ne, # ward's ſilence naturally gave birth, the 

tyt range from chearfulneſs to gloom, viſible 

„ in the humour of his pupil, ſeemed to 
-Y Warm the ſuſpi picion of my reverend Mentor, 

| to ho omitted no means conſiſtent with can- 


; four and politeneſs, to make himſelf maſter 
"if q Pr my ſecret. A hundred times I was on 
= ſenſe of my paſt imprudence and if ? 
[ had followed the momentary impulſe, it 
3 a night have faved me no inconſiderable 
4 22 degree 
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ITOLLIES, like misfortunes, tread on 
7 L the heels of each other. My friends 
grew fat, my purſe lean ; my reputation as 
4 runs as a 1 being was not in its 

3 EF meridian ; as one roſe, the other fell. The — 
remittance which ought to have laſted me 

ſeveral months, by ſome unaccountable 
management was gone in a few weeks. It 
ſeemed as if the gentlemanly diſtreſſes of 
my penſioners were always to inereaſe witn 
me increaſe of my finances. I liked to be 
Y encrnines and how was it poſſible they 
+ 2 ſhould - 
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fhould be able to adminiſter to my enter- 
tainment, with a load of debts hanging on 
their ſpirits? a man might as well attempt 
to ſwim with a mill-ſtone tied round his 
neck. My money fled, and my compa- 
nions recovered their vivacity. 


There are in the world many worthy peo- 
ple, as well as myſelf, who having run 
their heads againſt a poſt, have wit enough 
to find out what made them ftagger, will 
even caution others to take care and keep 
off from the danger, but forget that it is 


neceſſary to guide their own ſteps with 8 


additional diſcretion. It is not the warn- 
ing, but the uſe we make of it, HAT can 
ſave the man. 


— 


I have hitherto made no mention of 
Alexander or Trimbuſh ſinge they attended 
me to College the reaſon is obvious, it is 
impoſſible to be in the enjoyment of tuo 
oppoſite extremes, innocent and criminal 


amuſements claſh with each other. The 
natural 
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2X atural ſimple endeavours of Alexander to 
leaſe and ſerve me had loſt their effect, I 
Fas reſerved and he miferable- I have: 
J en him ſhake his head, I have heard him: 
1 f gh, yet never found him impertinent or 
*Foubleſome ; he wanted tranquillity, but 
He never wanted reſpect. The dear Trim 
b in had none of thoſe refinements, he 
1 emed to feel my neglect with the con- 
t Bb it deſerved; and whenever I con- 
2 eſcended to treat him with my uſual fa- 
1 m Tae, he gave me a moſt excellent leſ- 
n, had I been capable of improving by 
1 be dignity of his reſentment ;. for inſtead 
| 1 F appearing honoured by my. uncertain 
= Greſſes, he would either growl or turn from 
2 be with diſguſt. Thus entirely through 
1 Dy own. fault, was my firſt attachments 
early diſſolved, when an accident occurred 
F Which reſtored ys to our former .mutual 
pve, and mutual confidence. 
F My engagements to redeem others, in- 
Folved me in ſo many debts, that without 
E „ owing 
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owing a ſhilling en my own account, 10 

was fo followed by Duns wherever I went, «*q 
that for the firſt time I felt myſelf diſ. 
graced by my band of gentlemen penſion. © 
ers, and actually had the reſolution to ü. 
fuſe one of them my name tb a certain in- 
ſtrument, on which he aſſured me he had a «Yy 
friend who . lend him two hundred 7 
unt, 6 


. IF 
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„Lam glad, faid I laughing, · that yon 
poſſeſs ſo valuable a friend ; friendſhip 
« cannot þe friendſhip unleſs perfectly diſ. + 
'< intereſted ; try what he will do upon your 
on credit, for I frankly tell "Ong will 3 
4-00 become . ae 5 1 


cw Not become: my ſenate? pe 


6 « No. ay 


* 


. Why what d —1 poſſeſſes __ ; 


« ] an 
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b „ | 
„ 


ut, $ 1 


A. 2 * 


14 «x nder her own bann 8 


: Oh, curſe Ces he exclaimed, *“ ſhe: 
n. «þ as never croſſed: my path. I ſcorn that 
Bn. «1 zeceſſity which touches only myſelf ;- 1 
ed by el nothing but the neceſſities of thoſe 
ich whom I live in c habits of 1 inti- 
L ay. 


*# 


ou 
p, But your ſhoulders are not broad 
iſ, © 1 Tan. to bear the burden of all heir 
ut » 7 yants.“ 
| as * : 
I „ Shew me a large fortune, and I will 
Mihew you how I ſhould ſpend it. Poor 
3 devil as I am, if you wanted my hand for: 
Wren thouſand, you ſhould have it at the 
J ern word.” 


X © 1 would alſo have conſented to your 
| FE requeſt at the firſt word,” ſaid I, * if I 


an | had! not been determined, invincibly de- 
= D E *« termined, 


N 


* neſs; but remember it is always ready to 
4 


pudent fellow, I drew out the purſe which 
contained all my worldly wealth, that all 5 


ed the three ſolitary pieces on the table. 1 
fat contemplating them with a ſort of fran- 
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PE termined, to refuſe it at the end of a mil. 2 


ce lion.“ 


5 Well, well, ”” cried ne, . 19 
ce ſee has diſturbed you, we'll not fall out I 


for the pitiful trifle of a ſkin of parch. 


ment, ſo there at preſent ſtays the buſi- | | 


“go on whenever you pleaſe. I would mM 
« you to take your gun, and walk with me 9 
10 jn the fields, but I ſee how it is with you, 1 
«ſo adieu, till we meet you know where | | 1 
IR n the evening.” | » 


Having got rid of this troubleſome im- F 


was only two guineas and a half. I had pour- i 1 


x : 
Tz o 
E cc 


tic torture, they were the laſt of a hundred 
and fifty, tranſmitted to me five weeks be- 
fore, by my generous Papa.—1 cried out, 
wringing my. hands, I am undone! I am 
ruined ! 


4 8 
3 

oY. 

1 

K 
_ 
8 
3 
9 


il. C ned! I will die, rather than ſend for a- 


Pother ſupply ! ! 
0 I 


ö ſence of a witneſs, till raiſing my head from 
i- 9 y hand, and my eyes from the ſpare re- 
to 1 ains of affluence, I ſaw Alexander ſtand- 
* + ing before me in a a faluting attitude. 


* 


1. 


Wi What do you ſtare at me for ?* 1 aſked 
7 n a tone ſo fierce, as might have made a 


ſtouter heart tremble, “ and: how have you- 


4 dared to intrude on the ſecrets of your 
n- maſter?” -* _ 


I © If,” faid he, with mingled ſorrow, 


r- Wmeckneſs, and firmneſs, © forgetting my 
I |< duty, I have ſtepped out of my rank to 
= fave my general, why d'ye ſte your ho- 


bring me to a Court Martial, but that is 

no matter, I would be ſhot to ſave your 

” e by day or by night, in the field, 
D 6 — 


In the agitation of my mind I did not 
but perceive that I was ſpeaking in the pre- 


e nour, I know you may if you pleaſe, 
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« or out of the field, although,” added he, 


D 


8 15 5 
* nour zs no more like what your honour **# 


* 2as, than a cart-horſe is to be compared | ; ; 
"to a charger ; and if I may be ſo bold as 
to ſpeak my mind, I wiſh the greek, and 
« the latin, and the caps, and the gowns, |: E 
* and the young gentlemen, that ſpunge i J 
1 upon your honour, were all carried off to- 1 


* gether in the devil's own knapſack.” 


with reproachful tenderneſs, *« your bo- 1 


His kindneſs hishoneſty, and his energy 2 


in my nature. I jumped off my chair, 3 
would have caſt my arms round his neck ſe 


ker with which I had ae treated Nat ;| I ; 
but without waiting to receive my conceſ. 10 
' Sfions, he an out of the room. I called ; J 
after him in vain to return, my heart 
{mote me for the cruel indifference of which 1 3 
de appeared ſo ſenſible; it alſo mila 
3 him no more; it was 
a fall 


"M A WELCH TALE. 61 
2 i falſe alarm, he came back in leſs than no 
4 1 time, with an old leather glove in his 
hand, from the boſom of which he pour- 
ed a copious: ſtream of hoarded wealth ; 
7 3 ome ſpun upon the table and reſted there, 
others dropped down by his ſide on the 
floor, as he knelt at my feet embracing my 
Knees, weeping, ſobbing, and intreating 
4 that I would forgive his audacity, and 
| wake uſe of his * 

5 1 forced him to riſe, begged his 3 
for the pain my conduct muſt have occaſi- 
oned him, preſſed his hard hand between 
both of mine, vowed to reſtore him to my 
unlimited confidence, but poſitively re- 


© fuſed to mend my own fortune by the deſ- 
| truction of his. 


A warm conteſt enſued, which ended in 
a compromiſe that he ſhould gather up his 
gold, return it to the glove, and carry it 
to his ſtrong box, on which I promiſed to 
draw for ſuch occaſional ſupplies, as may 
il B be 
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62 
be neceſſary before I could aſk with pro- 


priety for new ones from Sir Edward Eve- Þ 


line. Nothing but my having immediate- 
ly conſented to become the maſter of his 
whole ſtock of wealth in toto, could have 
giver the honeft creature greater joy, than 
the aſſurance that I would have recourſe to 


it when needful. 


af 


« ] ſee,” ſaid he, © that your honour 


« have not denied my boldneſs through 
pride, but generoſity - I would be bound 
* to receive five hundred laſhes, if any 


one of the blood-ſucking gentlemen, 


e with whom your honour keeps com- 
« pany, would have ſaid as you do, put 
FI 1 
up thy money Alexander, till J call 9 
8 


. 


There was ſo much natural philoſophy by 
In this obſervation, that 1 laughed immo- x E 
derately, deſiring him not to make the 9 
experiment. i 
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- During the whole of the ſcene I have 
_ f | W been repeating, Trimbuſh ſnored by the 
_— ö 1 fire ſide. I am apt to believe he ſnammed 

Is F ſleep, as I once did at Papa Owen's, that 
e he might liſten to the converſation paſſing 
n | 1 between us. I farther fancied that he very 
o much approved the juſt conceſſions I made 
a 0 Alexander, and expected the ſame re- 
cantation on his own account: he firſt 
© ſtretched, then raiſed, then ſhook himſelf, 
; walked ſtately towards me, licked my 
Ws ands, reared his paws up to my very 
throat, and in this attitude pronounced 
my pardon for all the offences of my 
late behaviour. 
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CHAP. VII. 


vas a Turnpike Road. 


OW little does that reader know the 
A difpofition of man, who ſuppoſes | 
when he fees his error, he has nothing to 
do but to mend it ; if ſome ſuch examples 
there are, I have only to ſay, I was not 
one of the number. I was not cured, I 
was only as well as could be expected ; my 
reconciliation with the dear companions of 
my early travels, inſtead of ſhutting up my 
heart to others, threw every avenue to it 
quite open; it was a turnpike road. without 
a gate, where aſſes as well as horſes. enter 
unreſtrained by enquiries, neither Wiſdom 8 
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his aſfittant old ſquinting Suſpicion be- 
4 =; in the way to aſk queſtions; my for- 
her ſet of intimates were the firſt to gal- 
1 is over the unguarded waſte ; I refrained: 
dom giving them money, becauſe 1 had 
I p money that I could call my own; 1 
Fould not be bound for chem, becaufe 1 
a no curiofity to viſit the inſide of a pri- 
n; but to accommodate them a little in 
1 he old ſtile, I caſually run up a tavern 

Pore, paid for a few hats, a few wigs, a 
f waiſtcoats, a few pair of ſhoes, and a 
| 7 tw pair of boots, at the expence of a few 
Fuigeas borrowed from the purſe of Alex 
nder, who too happy that I would do him 
I the honour to make the demand, was alſo 


Never ſhall I fee a face ſo ugly, ſo thiev- 
| 1 So, as Alexander's; never ſhall I meet 
3 with a temper ſo beautiful, or an attach- 
1 ment ſo airhful, as FREIE" 8. 


. 
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Gallantry was not numbered with my fol- 4 


lies. I either thought too much of Lady 
Charles Harley, or too little of all other 
women, to give myſelf the trouble of im- 
proving their good inclinations, though th 


conſtantly aſſured by the gownſmen, that 


I wanted nothing, only a little attention to 1 
their charms, and a little indulgence for 1 


their caprices, to confirm me in the fa- th 
vour of the whole ſex. x 


I muſt here remind thee, gentle reader, 
whom I am ſtriving to pleaſe, with all 
poſſible avidity, that when I forced my 
friend. to leave me independent of new 
favors, he. departed with theſe remarkable 
words—/o adieu till. due meet you know where 
in the evening. 


Now this you know where viſit happert- 
ed to be one of thoſe where a man of my 
turn is in greater danger of leaving his 
ſenſes, than his heart behind him. The 
fair receiver of almoſt univerſal homage, 

- — 
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a young, handſome, rich, prating, 


1 

ly < een widow; her affectation made 
er e ſick, her coquetry diſguſted me, and 
— eternal click, click, click, of a tongue 


t . never ſtood ſtill, occaſioned in my 
. 1 in a fort of torment like what I have 


o ard formerly belonged to the inquiſition, 
Ir ere water drop by drop is adminiſtered. 
rough a hollow inſtrument, till the poor | 


oh im loſes all recollection, but of his 
0 n torture. There were alſo ſome la- 
es handſome enough to be ſpoken of in 
* other aſſembly but in this, of very lit- 
t ſignificance, as not a man preſent, my- 
If excepted, had eyes or ears, but for the 
chanting widow; even this ſingle accep- 
tion did not turn out to the advantage of 
r neglected female viſitors, who very in- 
cently, dear creatures, amuſed themſelves 
tha little chance game made up of winks, 
rugs, and whiſpers, the materials for which 


7 


* 

Pre politely furniſhed by the widow _e 
: ir rational recreation. 

$ | Obſerving 


68 pag | 


peheteable to the 1 pol : 
about with noify profuſion on the cluſte 
of ſops ſurrounding her ſofa, ſhe beckoneſ 
me to approach, deſiring a young fair- fac. 
ed, diſcontented looking inanimate ſon o 
a noble duke to ſtand a little in the 0 
ground, that Mr. Delves might come uin F 
in the reach of her voice, having ſomethin; 
to tell him of the "oy a importance. 


The ſun- flower of nobility nec „ andy 4 . 
1 advanced, winged: with curiolity, but no 
with love. 


® Do you know,” faid:ſhe, * that I hav 
« lately been paſſing a few days very ple: 
« ſantly in a certain neighbourhood, when 
* frequently met with ſome of your beſ 
« friends, who ſpoke ſuch flattering thing 
ce of a gentleman that ſhall be nameleſs, a 
* made me die with impatience to com 
te nicate them. I think he wants a ſpurt 
cc his vanity, and you may tell him fron 
cc me 
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3 me, if the praiſes of a fine lady cannot 

IX excite a decent exertion, I ſhall poſitively 
* c have no hopes of his reformation,” 5 


give me a clear one, to the fortunate man, 
for whom you are ſo ae intereſt- 


{ No, ſtay where you are,” ſhe replied, 
what a dunce! there is not another male 
animal in the creation, but muſt have un- 
derſtood me. 


« I beg your 1 Mn 1 was 
a thinking ſo much of yayr charms that 
« your ſenſe quite _— my Lat 
E tion.“ 


8 15 ; is pretty well,” 1 « for a 
beginning, we ſhall make ſometking of 
© you at laſt, Weil, but I can tell youa 
piece of news, if you. have not heard it 

* before ; 
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before: your friends the Godolphi : 
have had a 1 addition to heir fo 


cc tunes. 


am glad of it,” 


a « Pray are you as cool to friend ſhip, a al 1 
< I am told you are to love, that you Tpcali I 
<c of this event in a tone ſo little impaſl of - 
cc ſioned: 2's 3 


** Who is there preſuming enough to fm | 
I am inſenſible either to love or friend. 
« ſhip?” I aſked, turning my fiery eye 
upon half a dozen puppies at once, who 
knew had taken ſome liberties behind my 
back, which they would not ſupport fact} 
to face; nobody anſwered my home quel- 
tion, I uttered it with aſperity, for to {aj 
the truth, I was in a horrid humour at the 
[converſation ſtarted, and of which there 
were ſo many witneſſes; it was not what ſhe 
had ſaid, but what ſhe might ſay, which| 
kept me in boiling water, as if every ſpec- 
| 1 > | tatal 


* 
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in tator was endowed with penetration to look 
ot; through my coat, waiſtcoat, my ribs, and 
1 my very heart, to ſee the little treaſure 1 
3 kept there, by ſtealth. I would have drawn 
off from my uneaſy ſituation ; it was im- 
I practicable, ſhe held me to it in ſpite of my 
4 efforts to eſcape, as much to the evident diſ- 
ſatisfaction of her many admirers, as to the 


a 
oo 1 Ponfuſion of my own. feelings. 


Why are you ſo Aifturbed, fo Inpati- 
ent to run away,” ſaid ſhe, “ before I 


ſa 
*. © have time to tell the thouſand compli- 
1 ments J am fraught with, both from the 
o | Colonel, and Mrs. Godolphin?“ 


ac © They are very good to give themſelves 
je the trouble of aſking after me, but my 


dear Madam, I have ſuch a decided aver- 


ſaj 
the“ ſion to making compliments, that I am 
ere ſcarcely intitled to receive them.“ 


Incorrigible creature! retorted the 
gay don, « your. humility 1 is downright 
« affectation; ; 
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« affofintion:; but do you know I am quite | : 
in love with Lady Charles Harley, the too 


* I think, was a Godolphin, I wonder you 


«let her flip through your fingers; but then 


« — 


a fool; however my fortitude bore up a- 


* no juſt eſtimation could be made, even 


gers the blow was accidental, had it been 
premeditated it could not have made me 


ſenſes, and replied, © that in regard to the 
< moſt beautiful part of the animated crea- 
« tion, as well as the moſt valuable gems 


indeed you was ſo young, beſides ſo grave, 
* ſo fententious. No, no, ſhe would not 
e have done for you; when you get a wife, 
] foreſee ſhe muſt be taken from the race 
« of Solomon's good women, whoſe price 
js above rubies.” 


1 wonder you let her flip through your fins 


feel more like a wretch, or look more like 


gainſt this attack, I was ſtill maſter of my 


« of nature's production, „ in my opinion, 


« from her quotation: out of the Book of 
« Willem itſelf; for if the vahie of women 
cc and 
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. and gems roſe and fell together, the lat- 


W « ter had fallen in price ſo low ſince the 


e 

0 

u days of Solomon, that J might find more 
n 


« trouble than I ſhould like to take in hunt- 


„ing after a wife of his deſcription.” 


ec carneſt, that I was quite ſcurrilous, bid- 
de ding me go and entertain the miſſes, who 
might probably like any ſort of conver- 

e ſation better than being totally neglect- 


ed.“ I accepted my diſmiſſion, but did 


en not comply with the duty annexed to it; 
ne diſguſted by one woman, out of humour 
ke With all, I left her aſſembly, went to a 


a- avern, with. the wicked deſign of drown. 


ny ing the lovely image of Lady Charles Har- 


he Micy, in bumpers of claret : the immerſion 


was rapid, yet all would not do, her idea 

loated on my brain after it was turned top- 

ly turvy, I carried it with me to my pil- 
low, and all night long I dreamt. of the 

divine Agnetta. 


Xo. III. a 


> WM To this ſhe anſwered between jeſt and 


9 
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CHAP. VII. 


The WWiſh. 


WISH, ſo ſaid I, as 8 the 

next morning was helping me on 
with a coat juſt brought home from the 
taylor, © I wiſh it was as eaſy to diveſt my 
« mind of old habits, as it is to clothe my 
« body with new ones.“ 


Alexander mounted his hand to the fide 
of his head, and obſerved, © it was 2 
© thouſand pities my honour, with a hear 
« ſo open, had not been trained to the arm 
« inſtead of being put to learn outlandi 
6 Janguages, | with a Foes of hungry ſchc 

ct lan 
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: lars, who would as ſoon take a dip at 
, man's pocket, as look him in the 
We face.” 


Il did not reliſh the obſervation, it ſa- 
; oured too much of truth reſpecting my 
; Joun prodigality, and too much of obliga- 
tion to the humble origin, from whence I 
Vas now reduced to draw my reſources; I 
b. therefore remarked pettiſhly enough, that 
I believed there were as many idle ſquan- 
* derers amongſt the military as at the uni- 
* verſity,” | 


® 


He hoped he had given my honour no 
pltence. 


Not in the leaſt honeſt Alexander, but 


ſide III am already very much indebted to 
s 7 you,” | | : 

car Fu | 

ro © Then I am ſure your honour 18 angry 


© with me, or elſe d'ye ſee you would not 
E 2: L peſiege 


76 _ 
« beſt iege my heart with words that are "2 
a harder than bullets.” 2 1 


J looked in his face, his little ferret eyes 
trickled with tears, and his blackberry lips 
quivered with agitation. I caught hold of 
his hand, nothing could be more intereſt- 
ing to ourſelves, than the moment of ſilence 
that enſued; I was the firſt to break it, 
« worthy good creature,” I exclaimed,— 
« ] am ruined, but it is all =P own 
« fault.” 


« Bleſſings on my dear dear maſter for 
*«-this kindneſs, don't be caſt down your 
« honour, ſpend freely, live merrily, and 


« do as you like, d'ye fee, you have ſtill IMF * 
«twenty guineas in ſtore, and before they 
© have beat a march, or half of them are N 
« drafted, freſh recruits will be coming ir in © 
. by fifties and On hundreds.” 5 

3 12 


The laſt words ſtill hung on his't tongue, 


when my letters were brought in; he was a 
ſoldier, 


A ven ral. 


3 ſoldier, therefore an a <A of eti- 


quette, of courſe he withdrew and left me 


W alone. The: firſt ſeal I broke expoſed to 


my view much paternal kindneſs, and a 
great deal of excellent advice from Sir Ed- 
ward Eveline ; the fecond contained all the 
delicate ardour of an affectionate mother, 
who counted the weeks and days that ſtill 
divided us; the third, think whether it 
was joy or. ſorrow that overwhelmed me, 
at finding the third only the virgin inve- 
lope of a Bank Bill for Five Hundred 
Pounds. What a treaſure was here ! what 
a cry did I utter, how bleſs the hand which 
had moved from my breaſt a mountain of 
obligations, that ſmothered my pride, and 
wounded my honour. I called for Alex- 
ander, he inſtantly appeared, but did not 
receive the news of my good fortune with 
thoſe expreſſions of ſurpriſe I ſuppoſed he 
would have done; immediately a thought 
occurred, and I charged him as he valued 
my friendſhip, or feared my diſpleaſure, to 
tell me if he had ever, unknown to me, 

E 3 made 
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made directly or indirectly any ſort of ap- 
plication on my behalf to Sir Edward or 
Lady Eveline for * to ſupply my ex- 


travagance ? ? 


I waited in a ſort of agony for his an- # 
ſwer. Had he ſerved me the trick I ſuſpec- 
ed, however well intended, I ſhould have : 
beheld it as treachery, I ſhould have con- 
ſidered myſelf expoſed, I ſhould have gone 8 
mad with vexation. I repeated my queſ- 


tion, there was no confuſion in his counte- 
nance, he ſeemed to ſmile at my impetuoſi- 
ty, and to be pumping for ſome ſolemn aſ- 
ſeveration, when out it came. May I,” 
ſaid he, © never be at the head of a regi- 
ment of angels in heaven, with my Nan 
« ſecond in command, if I have at any 
« time had the boldneſs to write concerning 


« your honour's affairs, to their honours} 
* Sir Edward, or her Ladyſhip. Nor 
<« to any of their ſervants] J aſked. © No, 
* your honour, never in my life.” „ Well 
« then,” cried I, © there is no accounting 


2 cc how 


2 
N 


A WELCH 'TALE.. 29 


ho this bleſſed note came to my hands; 
an the firſt uſe I ſhall make of it, will be to 


« free my mind from the incumbrance 
« of my own debts, as well as thoſe I have 


„ fooliſhly promiſed to pay for others.“ 


« Fooliſhly! repeated Alexander, I 


( love to hear your honour talk after that 


«© manner, it is a ſure ſign that your ho- 


= © nour is beginning to look about you, 


dye ſee, and to reconnoitre the enemy's 
8 ground. oy 


1 afured the fairhful creature I ſhould 


| intirely drop a claſs of acquaintance, from 


whom I had gained nothing but lofles, 
and cultivate a new ſet with whom my 
-purſe as well as my mann would be in 


greater ſecurity. 


As I promiſed, fo I performed, my debts 
were eaſily arranged, except with Alexan- 
der, who ſtrove hard to keep himfelf my 
creditor, and would not take back the a- 

| E 4 mount 


OE 
3 


$0 | ./DELVES, 


mount of his loan, on any other terms than 2 
that of being accountable to me, as my | 
ſteward, for all his worldly poſſeſſions. L 


I faid nothing of the change in my cir- : 
; RY cumſtances to any body, but having made 1 b 
We” myſelf maſter by purchaſe of the vouchers | 
i for which I ſtood engaged, 1 afſembled 
together all thoſe to whom they more pro- 1 
perly belonged, and returning to every man 
his proportion of bills receipted, I thus ad- 
dreſſed them, Gentlemen, I am a young 
man like yourſelves, dependent like your- . 
e ſelves, on friends who require prudence W 
on our parts in recompence for liberality . 
«on theirs, let us mutually endeavour to 
.« diſcharge the duty we owe them. I hope || F 
« you will agree with me, that thoſe who 
« have aſſociated together in a ſyſtem of 
10 te ſquandering, would form but an ill ap- 
| 9 1 5 pointed ſociety in one of œcOmy. I 
; 1 * ſhall therefore recommend that you H. 
10 « ſhould all follow the example I mean 
' Hi . et you; 15 us henceforth ſeek for de 
” companions 
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companions amongſt wifer men than our- 
ſelves, by whoſe conduct we Hy learn to 
* reform our own. J 9 


1 My advice was as little reliſhed as I ex- 
A bected it would be; one called me a me- 
hodiſt teacher, another a comical dog, who 
mammed ſobriety, as a foil to my wicked- 
Wcſs; a third compared me to St. Paul, 


in 4 preaching at Athens, before a heatheniſh 
1 Fongregation; and the raſcal to whom I 
fefuſed my bond, ſtrutting up to me as 
1. 


Hoſe as he could ſtand, preſumed to give us 
; ſpecimen of his wit, by fwearing I was a 
d honeſt fellow, that he well enough 
mew my humour, as I did his, jeſting was 
ll fair, or he ſhould have whiſpered me in 
word of caution to 110 5 my naſe. 


I coolly replied, however ach 0 
warning, it ſhould be kindly taken ;” at 
he ſame time laying hold of him by the 
wo ſhoulders, F kicked him down ſeveral 
teps, bidding him wait chere until I ſhould 

E 5 have 
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have performed the operation he had re. 
commended. This audience of leave waz a | 
comprehended in all its forms by the ref 
of the diſappointed party, who under the 3 
pretence of different engagements, bid 99 1 
haſty, but ſmiling adieu to their ſturdy 
dupe, and we never any more aſſociated 
together. 1 


Having got rid of thoſe devouring lo. 
cuſts, the bane of good order, the peſt c ä 
wiſe men, and the deſtruction of fools, 

made my ſelection of companions from a4 
nother deſcription of ſtudents, whoſe de 

cent manners and regularity of living, made 
lt them very well ſpoken of; beſides, the) 
Wh, were moſt of them men of rank, and all 
men of faſhion. Notwithſtanding the ma- 
ny follies I had committed, none of them 
ſtuck by me to the prejudice of my repu- 
tation, ſo that it was always in my own 
power to form what intimacies I pleaſed. 
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Alexander was delighted with my new h 
friends, n. they did not borrow my 
money, 


A WELCH, TALF, 83 


3 money, and Trimbuſh fawned upon them, 
as much as to ſay, 1 thank you for keeping 
my maſter always in good humour. 


= Seven ſcore bright guineas remained un- 
q broken of the god-ſend, for which no man 
W-ppearcd to challenge my gratitude; it would 
1 have been enough, and more than enough, 
to have held out a ſiege againſt all my wants, 
W until my next quarterly remittance came 
round, but though the drains on my purſe 
were dried up, the channels to my heart 
were left open; and it is truth even to a pro- 
verb, that riches maketh themſelves wings, 
yet nobody will diſpute they had better fly 
abroad in the ſervice of humanity, than 
ſtay at home waiting to ſerve the mammon 
of luxury, or even to hoard themſelves up 
on the buſineſs of accu. | 


4 I neverfooked in ikis faceof ſorrow with-. 
out trying to dig for the root of it in the 
heart, where I ſuppoſed it muſt be planted, 
everal times had I fixed my eyes on a 
ta „„ young 


„ 
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young man of good appearance, who a few 
Zo days before was entered as a ſerviture in 
the ſame college with myſelf ; his counte- | 
nance indicated more than a gloomy mind, 
his features bore the very ſignature of de- 
ſpair; as often as he ſaw me viewing him 
with attention, he haſtily turned from the 
ſcrutiny of my glances, and whenever we 
eroſſed each other, he would as anxiouſly 
avoid permitting me to accoſt him, II 
would fain ſpeak to him, ſaid I to myſelf, 
but dare not invade the privilege of woe. 
It is the wretch's relief to paſs by unno- 
ticed, whilft the favourites of fortune are 
bronzed by aſſurance to _ HAN. and | 
court admiration. 


3 to Alexander my deſire of 
knowing who he was, whence he came, 
and what was the cauſe of his impenetrable 
melancholy; he promiſed to aſſiſt me in the 
reſearch, and at the end of three days he 


brought me the ee intelligenc e. 


CHAP. 


N 


. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Natural —_— 


0 1 BELIEVE your bomat, -, Gid Afex- 
« 4 ander, “the young ſcholar had a mind 
* to make away with himſelf.” 


1 Good God! why do you belicve he 
* harboured ſuch horrible intentions? 


1] can't chuſe but think it your honor, 


he would have gone to the bottom dy'e 


« fee, before one could have cried Jack 


© Robinſon, if ſomebody, had not jumped 
. iN 
the bank, by the hair of his head. 


«My 
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My fleſh crept, and my blood ran cold, 
IT aſked if he had made this dreadful 1 
with 5 cloaths on? 

6c No maſter, he was too cunning dy'e 
< ſee, to beat the drum upon a ſecret ex- 
« pedition. No, no, he ſtripped to the ſkin, 
« pretending to ſwim ; minding v hat your 
« honour had ſaid, I followed him from 
« place to place, but never could get at his 

« fpeech ; at laſt finding he was gone to 
« walk at a certain place, I ran after him 
« hoping to have better luck, when nobody 
« ſaw us, but before I got up, he was 
* ſpread upon the water; ſeveral other 
r ſwimmers ſtood dreſſing on the green graſs, 
but took no more notice of what the 

t poor little parſon was about, than a right 
© ſoldier would take of a trainband recruit; 
< preſently the parſon's head pops under 
« dy*e ſee, and ſtaid ſo long, that fearing 
«he would never riſe again ; he did not 
« want help to drag him out, but the worſt 
thing I liked of "Os was, that when he 


"my came 
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c came to his ſenſes, though the ſhivering 


= ſoul was as thankful as thankful could 


« be, contrary to the articles of war, he 
c would not confeſs ſelf-murder, but only 
that he was taken with the cramp, and 
<« that he ſhould have died a natural death, 
« if ſomebody had not © in to > ſave 
« him.” 


« That ſomebody, was it not hy 


« honeft Alexander: ** 

* Tt was, your honor, ſo if I have been a 
« coward for not putting men to death in 
* time of battle | 


Thou haſt been a hero,” cried I, inter- 
rupting him, © in riſking thy own life in 
« the preſervation of a fellow creature; this 
« one action covers a thouſand deſertions 
« from the ſtandard of valour, and will 
* henceforth enrol. thy name on the fade- 
eſs hiſt of honor. 


J was 


. 1 N — — 
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J was more than ever axious to ſee the 


unfortunate youth, and ſent Alexander to 
deſire an interview, either at his chambers, 


or my own. He would probably have re- 


fuſed my requeſt, but it was made by his 


preſerver, and he obeyed the ſummons, 
leaning - on the arm of Alexander, who 
cheared him ſtep by ſtep, as he tottered 


towards me pale, trembling, : and diſconcert- 


ed beyond deſeri ption. 


Between us, we placed him on a chair ; 
he was extremely faint, for many minutes 
his efforts to ſpeak were all abortive ; his 
only motion was that of lifting his hands and 
eyes to Heaven, now and then turning them 


on Alexander, with ineffable e of 
the tendereſt gratitude. 


Fe ey one of my arms round his neck, 


and drew his head to reſt on my ſhoulder, 


whilſt my affiftant forced down his throat 


more than one glaſs of ſtrong Maderia the 
remedy ſucceeded, my patient recovered 


e WW "We WS 
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his ſpeech, and the life-blood again revi- 
ſited the fallow viſage, from whence it had 
been chaſed by a hoſt of uſurpers. He 
ſtarted from his ſeat, his knees ſmote each 


other, and-in a voice that made me ſhudder, 
he cried out, © I will not be ſaved! A fa- 
« ther impriſoned ! A mother expiring! 


A ſiſter diſhonoured! I will not be ſav- 
ed!“ and he threw himſelf on the. floor 


writhing with agony. 


If this was acting, art never repreſented 


nature to greater advantage. Well no 


matter, this excellent actor afterwards ex- 


pelled himſelf from the Univerſity, having 


firſt relieved his father from priſon, reani- 
mated the departing ſpirit of his mother, 


and ſpliced together the honour of his ſiſter, 


by giving her a good-natured huſband who 


knew how to make allowances for the frail- 


ty of human nature, This was the tale he 
rehearſed at my feet, on returning from 
Henly, where he pretended the deplorables 
mg 1 lived, and whither with a hundred 

guincas 
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guineas in his pocket, I had ſent him to ac- 
commodate his domeſtic affairs. Some time 
after, when his character became ſuſpected, 3 
I diſpatched Alexander, to enquire at Hen- 
px, for a family of the name of Colmer ; but 


before he came back with the news, that no 


ſuch people were known in that town, or 
its neighbourhood, the exquiſite performer 
had withdrawn behind the ſcenes; that is 
to ſay, he had decamped, carrying with him 
in the true Iſrealite faſhion, all the goods 
he could borrow from his E. . neigh- 
bours. . 


As well as IT can remember, this was the 
only act of folly, for which I was not re- 
ſpectfully reprehended by my faithful ſol- 
dier. Alexander had been the dupe of 
hypocriſy, equally with his maſter; he could 
therefore only lament the conſequences of 
the impoſition, without advancing any ac- 
cuſation, in which he muſt have become a 
party ; having conſulted him before-hand, 

„„ 5 and 
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and been honored with his fulleſt approba- 
tion. | | 


One day, as I went to viſit ſome of my 
new appointed friends, at a neighbouring 
College, two of them entitled to wear the 
gold taſſels, had agreed to go with me on a 
fiſhing expedition; in paſſing through the 
quadrangle, we met in our path a little man 
of a very particular deſcription, whoſe face 
I had never ſeen before. I think it worth 
while to give ſome idea of his figure, that 
the reader may be able to account for the 
extreme aſtoniſhment I experienced, at ſce- 
ing my companions, who were not at all 


deficient in that ſort of knowledge which 
| belonged to their own importance, accoſt- 


ing this diminutive ſtudent, with the becom- 
ing humility of true apoſtolick chriſtianity. 


This leaſt, but greateſt of his ſpecies, 
bore an external appearance of nothing 
that ſhould recommend him to the notice, 
much leſs to the homage of Fortune's fa- 

vorites, 
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vorites, who generally ſow their condeſcen- 
ſions on prolific ſoils, from which abun- 
dant crops of benefits may be expected. He 
had nothing in his dreſs but plainneſs, 
amounting to ſingularity ; nothing in his ad. 


dreſs but ſimplicity ; nothing in his air but 


firmneſs, and nothing in his eyes but ſweet- 


neſs and candour ; his linen indeed was white 


as ſnow, but he wore neither ſtock, or cra- 
vat, his hair was of the lighteſt brown, 
nicely combed, but without either curl, or 


powder; his waiſtcoat was opened for the 


admittance of as peircing a wind as ever 
blew in the month of April, the knees of 
his breeches had neither tie, or buckle, and 
thoſe on his ſhoes, like Papa Owen's, were 
hardly bigger than a ſixpence. 


* 


This extraordinary perſonage ſeemed 
much more inclined to avoid, than attract 
our obſervation, but my two friends ſtop- 
ped to pay him a compliment, on his re- 
turn to College, which his natural polite- 
neſs would not allow him to refuſe.; how- 
ever, 


ec 


C( 
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ever, I obſerved that whilſt he made his 
W bows to them, his eyes were directed to me, 
not as if he had been merely examining my 

face, but rather as if determined to take a 
peep into my ſoul. 


*. « Mr. H ſaid one of thoſe young 
re MWoobilicy-ſprigs, with whom I was all of a 
ſudden huſtled into a prodigious intimacy, 
n, how comes it that every effort, every 
or advance we can make to the honor of 
he being numbered amongſt your friends, 
er “are as conſtantly rejected on your part?“ 
of Indeed, rejoined the other, © from our 
id rank and characters, we have ſeldom. 
re theſe ſort of difficulties to encounter.“ : 


The young man ſmiled, but only replied, 
cd it was a fine morning, and would have 
& walked on. 


e- « One word before you take yourſelf 
te- off,” ſaid the moſt bluſtering of the two, 
w- colouring with: nn © by, G—d you 
er, | 8 muſt 
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« muſt account to us, and in the preſence 


« of this gentleman, for the continual diſ. | 


e like you evince to mix with us, in that 
« ſociety to which we have but too often 
«© condeſcended to invite you.“ 
1 : | 

« ] acknowledge gentlemen,” returned 
the little ſcholar, „all that reſpe& which 
« can be due to your ſuperior ſtation; is it 
enough, have 1 now 12 25 permiſſion to 

& * ** SE 


« It is not enough ; you muſt not depart 
« until as a man of honor, you account for 
« the rudeneſs, with which you treat us on 
« all occaſions.” This was ſaid by the cho- 
lerick young Lord, 


« T do not know that man,” replied the 
ſtranger, © who can on all occaſions ac- 
« count for his conduct.” 


« Neither will I fit down contented with 


* this tame EEO apology.” 
" I. never 
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« ] never meant it as an apology.” 


3 
'£ 
hs. 
2 
Fe 
wo 
; 


« Then aſk our pardon, or declare from 
« whence ſprings your neglect; I had al- 
«© moſt ſaid your impertinent neglect of the 
« honor we have done you.“ 


| 


HAF 
 Myſlerious Defence 


HE caſt on them a look impregnated 
with more of celeſtial, than mortal 
condemnation ; it was juſtice ſoftened by 
compaſſion. * I have injured no man,” 
ſaid he, * therefore no man has a right to 
* my humiliation ; to that charge of re- 


| «* fuſing the honour your condeſcenſion 
wy would have forced upon me, I plead 
; * ; 


— — w— __z 
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« ouilty ; perhaps I may have ſtrong rea- 
ce ſons for my unambitious retiring ; per- 
ce haps theſe reaſons are only fitted to the 
« ear of privacy, and to the ear of one, 1 ; 
« or both of you, I am willing to reveal F 
« them.” 


As he ſpoke, I obſerved their coun- 
tenances, but ſaw nothing there which 
anger and mortification had not fabricated. 
J motioned to walk off at a diſtance, they 
made no attempt to detain me, only deſir- 
ed I would not go far, and they ſhould 
have the pleaſure of joining me imme- 
 diately ; the ſtranger and I ſaluted each 
other very civilly, and. I felt an unac- 
countable predilection in his favor. 


Being out of ſight and hearing, I ſtood 
ſtill with my arms folded, to wait for my 
companions, to reflect over the extreme 
oddity of the ſcene I had witneſſed, and 1 
muſt confeſs with a great deal of curioſity 
to know how it had ended; they came unto 


me, 
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me in leſs time than I could have ſuppoſ- 
ed two ſentences might have paſſed be- 


F | tween the offended, and the offending par- 


ties ; but what ſurpriſed me more than any 
thing elſe, was to find no traces of paſſion 


on their features, which on the contrary, 


ſcemed enveloped in paleneſs and terror. 


This alteration ſo ſtrange, ſo viſible, paſ- 


ſed for nothing, their looks and words were 


entirely at variance; I ſaw them ready to 


ſink with confuſion, I ſaw them alſo gayer 


than J had ever ſeen them before, and u hen 
I aſked if they had brought the aggreſſor to 
a decent confeſſion, they ſaid * yes, he had 
« aſked their pardon, and given ſome do- 
e meſtic reaſons for his former behaviour 


as obliged them to be ſatisfied.” 


« He has done more than I expected,” 


ſaid J careleſsly, © I did not think he would 


* have aſked your pardon at all; he ap- 
« peared to me like a ſturdy oak, that no 


| © hurricane of the paſſions could ſhake, no 


Vol. II. "To « run 


5 


y}. By. 
TY 
+ 
1 
he: 

4 
5 

. 
1 
* 
5 
4; 

+ 

185 
It 

9 
1 

„ 

*. i 5 
IH 
we? 
ws 

34 
4 
* 

4 
* 
<4 Wag 
* * 
1 
7 
39 
1 

v PA 

Ws. - 4 
+ 3346 
us 465 

#4Y 
144 
—— 
2 # 
Ay 
3g 

4 

$2 

4 
* 
bt 
4 
1 
£ 
by 

+ RIS 

TH 4 

SW 

47 

ik 

SEN 

9 

{$4.3 
7 22 

272 

* 7 

1 
- 5 * 

1 

Me 

* 

5 14% 

it * 
1 
1 
1 
11 4 
E 
1 

* 

4 7 
3 
1 

$i 

| 81 

* 1 

1528 

: $8008 

3 

. © 

aa, 

** TY | 
— 3 
* 
ah 4 *Y 

KIT 

3 

3 

1 

2 5 
1 

"TR 

SR - 

22 | 

F< 

5 SEL 
2.80 

3 

th» 

1 4 9 
198 9 

+ _ 

4. by 

SLY 4 

wo»; 

bos 
99 
2, a 
3 
- 
Wh. 
0 
N 8 
12 
2 
5 o = 
1 
1 
1 4 
rn 
q 55 
F = 
RS 
£ 1 . 
þ n 

1 

L 54208, 4 
3 

08 
N 
1. 

1 

4 

5 1 
_ 

\ 


98 DzpLVES, 


« furious ſtorm. of words bring down from 
© its deep rooted pre-eminence.”” 


« Oh curſe him,“ cried Lord 
« we ſoon brought him on his marrow- 
70 bones, when we had him to ourſelves.” 


_« Why vx” ahi I, ſomewhat 405 
nically, “the operation muſt have been 
performed in a hurry; it is a conſiderable 
« conqueſt to be obtained, in rather leſs if 
te than a brace of minutes, againſt an an- 
1c tagoniſt ſeemingly ſo determined upon; 
« ſtanding his own ground.“ 


« He only waited till your back. was 
« turned,” ſaid the Honorable Mr. 
* to make the conceſſion we required ; the 
* fellow has pride, and did not chuſe to 
© expoſe himſelf before A ranger.” 


0 He eng a queer quiz,” ſaid I, willing 
to draw them on to talk more of this won- b 


derful little man, even againſt their incli- 
nations 
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nations, for I ſaw they were in haſte to drop 
the ſubject, by ſeveral ſymptoms, ſuch as 

drawing out their watches, &c. © He ſeems 
« 4 queer quiz,” ſaid I, © of what country 
« and of what College may he be?” 


W © He is a nobody,” replied the Honora- 


= © Yet for all that he muſt belong to 
ſome country, to ſome College, but per- 
* haps you do not know gentlemen, you 
* will allow me to expreſs my admiration 
*of your too great condeſcenſion to an 
© object ſo mean, ſo contemptible, as this 
poor little ſimple ſcholar.” 


One of them anſwered to my obſervation 
that the fellow had raiſed himſelf a fame 
at the Univerſity, which however unme- 
rited made an acquaintance with him a 
ſort of faſhionable rage, the contagion of 
von- which infected all degrees.” The other 
nch. A with a face as white as froſt, © that 
tions; F 2 « he 
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3 the air too briſk for fiſhing, 
© and that the better way would be to put 
ce off our amuſement, until the weather 
* ſhould be more favourable ;” for my part 
I faw them both ſo much diſconcerted, that 
I was glad to get rid of them ; they return- 
ed to College, and I purſued my walk. 


Directed merely by chance, the path l 
ſtruck into, bordered on the Great Road 
leading to London, I was only divided from 
it by a thick hedge, a beautiful meadow 
paving invited me to preſs with my feet 
| the violets and primroſes, with which 
her boſom was ornamented. I went plod- 
ing along, thinking of a thouſand things at 
once.; my mind reſembled a ſtatuary's yard 
filled with images, none of them perfect. 
reflected en my ſhattered finances, and 
could not tell what to make out of them; 
on the odd ſcene of which I had been 2 

ſpectator; I did not know which moſt} ,, 
- wanted mending, the little ſtudent, or the 
great men; I thought of Sir Edward, of f 
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Lady Eveline, they wanted no repairs; I 
thought of Mr. Darcy, of the Godolphins, 
of ſomebody elſe, and laſt of all I'quarrelled 
with my perverſe ſtars, that would not let 
me forget that ſomebody elſe. 


Such was the undeſcribable confuſion of 
my reaſoning faculties on the inſtant when 
my ears were aſſaulted by a ſhrill piercing 
cry which iſſued from the turn of the road ; 
the voice was evidently that of a female, 
and a female in diſtreſs ; though the days 
of chivalry are pretty well over, I had 
enough of the knight-errant in my conſti- 
tution, to run with all my ſtrength till I 
came to a part of the hedge, which at the 
ſmall peril of my neck would barely admit 
of an attempt to clear the very deep ditch 
on the other fide ; I ſuppoſe the leap I 
n took muſt have been fix yards, it was a 
flying one; however, I paſſed over the 
tremendous gulph, with the ſpeed and ſafe- 
the ty of a bird, and followed the found which 
ſeemed every moment to approach nearer ; 
ady ns F 3 I be- 
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I beheld at the-turn of the road, a woman, 
a Sylph, or an Angel frantickly running to- 
wards me, calling out for aſſiſtance; I be- 
held a coach overturned ; I beheld a gen- | 
tleman in a curricle, trying to govern two 
ungovernable horſes, who had evidently 
taken fright at the fallen carriage ; my 
ſpeed redoubled ; the lady's ſpeed redou- 
bled, ſhe ſunk down at my feet, ſhe could 
not ſpeak, ſhe beckoned to the objects of 
her terror ; I ruſhed by the too dear, too 
lovely phantom; it was the apparition of 
Lady Charles Harley, 
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I die Sele. 


: T was the apparition of that Agnetta 
whom I had loved from infancy, whom 
J ſtill loved z whom at this moment of en- 
counter, my heart informed me, I evor - 
whoſe hand I received the precious garland, .. 
the defence of which drew.on me the wrath 
of old Cicil, and eventually drove me into 
baniſhment ; it was my own Agnetta. No, 
no, no; it was the Agnetta of Lord Charles 
Harley; my foul ſpurned at guilt, I ran 
p, from her with precipitance I did more 
135 | Fs. I ſaw 
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I faw it was her happy huſband, whoſe life 

was about to be ſacrificed to his want of 

{kill, or want of ſtrength, in the manage- ; 

ment of his riotous horſes. I ſeized on 

their bridles, and backening them againſt - ; 
the walls of a ruined cottage, ſtopped the 
madneſs of their career. 


Agnetta in her fright had not diſcovered 
me, I wiſhed not to be known; I therefore 
drew my hat over my eyes, and received 
the thanks and compliments of the whole 
party, without venturing to lift them once 

from the ground; the attendants had raiſed 
up the fallen carriage, which contained 
Colonel Godolphin, his wife, Henrietta, 
and the lady I remembered to have ſeen at 
that cruel ceremony which parted me for 
ever from the idol of my adoration. 


Finding no damage had been ſuſtained, I 
felt impatient to be off, and caſting one 
- parting, but imperceptible glance from the 
corner of my eye on the dear Agnetta, 

| who 


8 5 . £ ; i ; 

who: had: ran into the arms of her father, I 
voice, and in ſpite of their efforts to detain 
my torments. 


| Where can they be going? lt was the 
firſt queſtion I aſked of myſelf, and it was 


. ole between honor and inclination, between 


two former. They will probably not take 


put my hand in my pocket had four 


my abſence at College be accounted fog? 
No matter, I muſt not go back — Alexan- 
der would be frightened out of his ſenſes, 
nor was it unlikely he would write to Sir 
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wiſhed them a good morning in a feigned 


me ſoon loſt ſight of my friends, but not of 


anſwered with a ſigh that perhaps they were 
on a party to Oxford. That will never do, 
ſaid I, and walked on; in the preſent ſtrug-+- 


prudence and paſſion, I would have ritked 
every thing to enſure the conqueſt of the 


up longer than two days in viſiting the 
Univerſity. I will ſpend theſe two _ at... 
Henly, I would not ſee her again for 2 


guineas, it was enough. But how would 


„ „ Edward 
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Edward to alarm him, and my gentle 
Mamma, with vague accounts of my ab- 5 | 
ſence. This conſequence muſt be avoided, 
fo walking forward till I came to a little 
farm-houſe which furniſhed me with im- 
plements for writing, I took a labourer 
out of the field, and by him diſpatched 
the following billet to Alexander. | 


8 1 am n to make a ſhort ramble 
from College, take care of yourſelf and 
_« Trimbuſh, you will ſee me again in two 
« or three ye at farthel}, 2. 


It would not 1 been 5 had 1 
ſent an apology to my Tutor, at the ſame 
time that I conveyed this information to 
my ſervant ; but it was a ceremony which 
never entered my head, until I read in the 
gravity of his countenance when I waited 
on him at my return, that I ought to have 
conſidered ſuch a compliment not merely 
as a matter of form, but an indiſpenſible 


duty; F erer he was teo much my 
friend 


9 


iy 
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Friend to be long or violently angry, or to 
let the College cenfure, to Ach by my 
conduct I had expoſed myfelf, fall very 
heavily on my tranſgreſſions. A ſhort lec- 
ture, a ſhort impoſition, and all was well, 
my fault was forgotten. 


Afraid of treading too cloſely on the 
heels of the Godolphins, I came not back to 
College until the fourth Gay : of m my depar- 


ture from it, nor did I enter it then, ſtaring 


in the broad face of Phebus, but ſculk- 


ed to chambers, wrapped up, in the man- 


23 Roam 


tle of darkneſs. My firſt abeffion to Alex- * 
ander was, if any body. had enquired. for me 


eta # ty 


ſince I Jet Ox 955 m y ſecond, were Here 
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any letters for m 
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glad to have Teen your honor, an 
« ſure your honor would have been, as glad 


CH 44 4 


« to have ſeen Colonel Godolphin, and the 


« ſome 91 fend, ws would hav feen | 


« detachment under 3 command; but: you 


F 6 was 


* _ DEEVER, 


= — fs 7 
— —yU—f . 


« was on your march, as 1 told them to 


0 freſh quarters; they ſeemed as ſorry your 
08; * as a General after a defeat. | 


«And of what es did his detachment 
« conſiſt? 


1 Why your honor of all the regimental 
ce ladies.” 4 


1 Thou meameſt the ladies of his 6 


= * mily 2 19 5 


ce Gun your honor. 4 


co Were they alſo diſappointed, that J 
« was not here t to receive them: 5 


"Ok, very much indeed your honor, 


„Lady Harley ſaid mne ſhould have liked 


Ky & have 225 you of all things.” 


3 Pſhaw ! Tl Charles Harley, you 
* ſhould have called her.“ I felt myſelf 


_ growing 


I 


r. 


d 


ou 
elf 


ng 
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growing peeviſh, but never having made 


Alexander the confidant of my ſecret, I 
checked the fit, and aſked him how long 


they ſtaid in Oxford, when they went au ay, 


and where they were going to? They had 
only ſtaid one night he ſaid, but he did 
not know by what route they ſhaped their 
march. I then repeated my queſtion, had any 
letters arrived in my abſence? he anſwered 


by putting one into my hand, the reading of 


which coſt me a great deal of confuſion. 
Theſe were the contents : 


LETTER 
% My Dear Drlvzs, 
Not many days ago, I ſent you a bank 
1 « bill of five hundred pounds, I did not 


© intend you ſhould know from what quar- 


« ter it came; I preſerved” this filerite, to 


« fave you the trouble of making thoſe 


* acknowledgements of which I am con- 


CC vinced your grateful heart would have 


« been 


— 
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« been ſuſceptible; however I have changed 


'« my plan, to give you a ſtill greater proof 


ce of my friendſhip, by putting it in your 
e power to make me your creditor for 
« three hundred pounds of my late gift, let 


me receive it by an early poſt ; the oc- 1 
C caſion 1 have for it is preſſing, and the : 


return of it ſhall be punctually made 


* long before a young man of your pru- 
0 dence can have diſpoſed of the other two 
hundred; a very honeſt banker 1 18 hard 


« run by his foes, and his friends are de- 


* termined to ſupport him with all the 


« caſh they can muſter; it is to the fortu- 


nate circumſtance of my y being numbered 


« with the latter, to which you are indebt- 
« ed for the gratification” of beſtowing, 
« which at all times has been allowed 
greater luxury than receiving benefits; 

and I feel a preſentiment that the power 


<« with which I inveſt you of obliging mie 


« by ſerving my friend, will be dearer to 
« you than any pecuniary favor you have 


ver yet experienced from the love and 


« indulgence 


1 
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« indulgence of your paternally affectio- 
1 nate a 1 5 
EpwarD EVELINE.”” 


CHAP, XII. 


1 4 Vifitor. 
F reader, if thy heart was ever mov- 
ed for the diſtreſs of an imprudent, 
penitent ſquanderer, who has a better right 


to thy pity, than the hero of theſe ſheets? 


Had my purſe been heavy, my conſcience 
might have been light, but at this moment 
of time when I would have purchaſed three 


hundred pounds at any price below that of 
perdition, my whole poſfeſſions amounted 
to no more than Twenty-five Guineas, Ten 
Shillings, and Sixpence. I was ſtanding 
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on the ſandy brink of a precipice, no kind 
hand appeared, turn my head which way I 
would, to give me a pull backwards, and 
in falling from the favour of a father who 
had never acknowledged me for his ſon, ex- 
cept by his actions, was ſuch a tremendous 
ſhock as muſt inevitably cruſh me to atoms. 
I ſaw my danger, but no means to prevent 
or even protract it, my head grew giddy, 
the letter fell from my hand, my cheeks 
fluſhed with ſhame, and my eyes filled with 
tears. It is all over with me,” I ex- 
claimed, ſtamping up and down the room 
in one of my uſual fits of violence, “it is 
« all over with me,” and ſtumbling over 
Trimbuſn, I meaſured oy __— on the 
floor. 


"um 


The noiſe of my fall brought back Alex- 
ander, who according to cuſtom was gone 
outſide the door whilſt I was reading what 
had reduced me almoſt to a ſtate of madneſs. 
Lovers may ſay what they will, I have been 


a lover, a def} pairing lover, but the agonies 
imputed 
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imputed to Cupid, are eaſe to thoſe inflict- 
ed by Conſcience. 

\ 
I was on my feet before Alexander could 
enter, I was on the point to tell him what 
had befallen me, already I had fixed my 
hands on his two ſhoulders, I had fixed my 


ſtaring eyes on his fallow countenance, with 


ſuch fiery glances as turned his paleneſs to 
the colour of aurora; I had done every 
thing but articulate to convince him of the 


terrible dilemma, into which my extrava- 


gance had plunged me, when a gentle 
knock at the.door of my anti-room broke 
off the intended explanation. Good God 


at ſuch a moment as this, to be intruded 


on! any of my new ſet of acquaintance 


would have been odious, I ſhould have 
curſed their civility, but had one of my 


old ones, to whom I owed the force of my 
preſent calamity have dared to ſtand before 
me, I ſhould not have been able to anſwer 
for the effects of my own raſhneſs, 


Alexander 


r ee 
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Alexander ſeemed glad to eſcape from 
my hard graſp, and haſtily ran to perform 
his office of porter. It was my worthy tu- 
tor whom. he admitted. I was forced to 
rally my ſcattered ſpirits, and to give him | 
the beſt reception that I could, and to de- 
fend myſelf in the beſt manner I was able, 
for my indecorous ſtraying from college, but 
having already faid how gentle a penance 
was inflicted for this miſdemeanor, none 
will be cruel enough to defire I ſhould 
dwell on a ſubject ſo little redounding to 
my credit, or if he expects ſuch a ſacrifice, 
Ls will — himſelf miſtaken. . 


A « I have a fo friends-who dine with me 
« tomorrow, ſaid my wiſe and affable tu- 
tor, as he wiſhed me a good night, “ will 
« you join our party?“ It was impoſſible 
to refuſe a requeſt, which I conſidered as a 
command, 'and I ſaw him depart, without 
ſeeming to have penetrated through the 
cloak of confuſion ON" enveloped my 
- 00s 


+ 
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1 * during the whole time his vie 
= laſted. 


The moment I was alone, calling for 
Alexander, I related to him with incohe- 
rence amounting to inſanity, the dreadful 
condition I was plunged into by Sir Ed- 
 ward's demand of Three Hundred Pounds 
by way of loan, out of his laſt liberal ſup- 
ply, vehemently exclaiming, © I would die 
« a thouſand deaths rather than give him 
« cauſe to ſuſpect me of ingratitude ; I dare 
« not expoſe my extravagance, on every 
« fide deſtruction ſtares me in the face.” 


Alexander tried to comfort. me Tar a 
| number of military phraſes, that ſo far 
from aſſwaging my anguiſh, added the 
fuel of impatience to the flaming paſ- 
ſions of ſelf-accuſation, I bid him be ſi- 
lent, or ſay ſomething to the purpoſe. 


Although he had once deſerted from the 
ſtandard * courage, in the ſervice of hu- 
manity, 
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manity, Alexander was a faithful ſoldier. I 
believe he thought I meant to do myſelf a 


_ perſonal miſchief, for in the agony of my 


mind, I had ſtruck my forehead with no 


: ſmall force. He fell at my feet, affured 


me if I would be compoſed and give him 
a ſhort furlough, he was pretty certain he 


ſhould be able to bring me back the money 


I wanted. 


The iniprobabilicy of this propoſition 
made me ſmile, but it was neither the 
child of hope or the offspring of joy, it was 
a ſenſation of deſpair, that expired in the 
moment of its birth, and 1 demanded what 
would be his plan of proceeding. 


« Why you muſt know, your honour;” 
ſaid he, ſtarting on his legs, and ſtanding 


as erect as a ſpike, © whilſt you was at E- 


« ton, I happened to do a kindnefs to one 


of your money-lending gentlemen in 


cc London, who though called a Jew, told 
2 me in a chriſtian- like manner, that if I 
| * wanted 
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« wanted at any time, though it ſhould be 
« Five Hundred Pounds, I might come to 
him, and he would let me have it.“ 


I enquired what great ſervice he had ren- 
dered this Jew, which could have made 
him ſo liberal of his profeſſions ; he ſaid he 
had the good fortune to ſave. one of his 
children from being run over by a carriage 
in the ſtreet. 


« Did he give you nothing at the time 
« when the accident had like to have _ 
" Pr ” Laked. 


ce No your honour, but he promiſed 
« faithfully, and if you will let me go af- 


e ter the money, I will be bound to bring 


« it to you.” 


I gave w my conſent, he immediately ſet 


out on the ſtrength of it, nevertheleſs ſo little 
hope did I build on the experiment, that 
ſometimes up, ſometimes in bed, the night 


I paſſed 


118 __ =  'trLVEs, 


J paſſed was one of the moſt turbulent 
rr 1 ever remember to have experi- 
enced. | 


At fix o'clock in the morning T left my 
uneaſy pillow, which appeared to be ſtuffed 
with thorns; diſordered both in body and 
mind, I ran out upon the downs, where I 
walked to and fro, a deck's length with the 
phrenzical haſte of a diſturbed imagination, 
full of undigeſted expedients how to avoid 
the misfortue that threatened me, without 
one grain of probability being mixed in 
their compoſition. The ſucceſs of Alexan- 
der with his Jew friend, afforded me juſt 
as much relief as a man may be ſuppoſed 
to find on being told whilſt under the ſhi- 
vering fit of an ague, how warm and com- 
fortably the ſun is ſhining; but had his plan 
of getting money been built on a better 
foundation, my tortures would have felt no 
great matter of abatement. I well knew 
the punctuality of Sir Edward, and that 

a; thy * of a ſingle poſt would as ef- 
fecually 
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fecually diſpleaſe him, as if I ſhould ne- 
ver have it in my power to comply with 
his requiſition, 


During the paroxyſm of my fevered re- 
flections on the mclancholy condition of 
my circumſtances, occupied by one idea, 
and occupying one ſpot, I was obſerved at 
a diſtance by the little ſtudent who had 
intereſted my curioſity and confounded my 
two honourable companions on the morn- 
ing I made my ſudden retreat from the in- 
fatuating charms of forbidden beauty. We 
ſtood ſtaring at each other; I like a fury, 
my cap lying on the ground, where I had 
toſſed it in a frolick of paſſion, and my 
hair ſtanding erect; he ſhedding the mild 
rays of compaſſion from eyes beam- 
ing with more than mortal philanthro- 
py.—He advances towards me, I ſtand ſtill, 
undetermined whether to approach, or re- 
treat, whether to aſk his friendſhip, or 
quarrel with him for his intruſion ; before 
1 felt decided on the queſtion, he had 

ſtooped 
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ſtooped to pick up my cap, which he pre- 
fented to me in ſilence, yet with a certain 
expreſſion of countenance, as if he had 
ſaid, I pity you for your misfortunes, but 
I condemn the little fortitude with which 
you are capable of ſuſtaining them. TI 
thanked him for his civility, he wiſhed me 
a good morning, and paſſed on. More 
awakened to a ſenſe of my unmanly weak. 
neſs, by a ſingle look from him, than! 
ſhould have been by an hour's lecture from 
the lips of auy other man, I went back to 
college, reſolved to wait the return of Alex- 
ander, with greater compoſure, or at leaſt 
with a greater appearance of it. 
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TOTHING could ſo much militate a- 
gainſt the ſteadineſs of my laſt re- 
ſolve, as any longer to keep company with 
my own thoughts, I therefore called in the 
aid of my hair dreſſer, who as he was mak- 
ing me ready for the dinner party, enter- 
tertained me with all the politics, all the 
news, and all the ſcandal of the day. I 
tried to intereſt myſelf in the various anec- 
dotes ſuccinctly related by this knight of the 
powder-puff, but the attempt was vain, I 
o grew tired of his nonſenſe, and aſked if he 
knew Mr. I of P College? 
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By this queſtion I gave him a. patent for 
declamation, which he immediately ſet a- 
bout uſing, with an avidity that ſnewed he. 
knew the value of his acquiſition. 


He aſſured me, the gentleman about 
whom I enquired, was as well known at 
the univerſity, as the ſtatutes themſelves, 
and he ſuppoſed I muſt be much better 
informed than he could poſſibly be of his 
deep learning. 


„No, I had never heard of him, and had 
* only ſeen him twice by accident.” 


« Tt is likely enough, he replied, © he 
comes but ſeldom to Oxford, we have not 
«ſeen him here, only ſince the laſt week, 
*« for ſeveral months, and no wonder that 
he ſhould not ſtay long in one place, be- 
r cauſe being a great magician his company 


i A magician,” cried I, laughing. 
| die Yes, 


Les, 
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© Yes, indeed Sir, I tell you nothing 


« of gentlemen, who ſay he muſt deal in 
« the black art, becauſe he can tell not 


« only what they do, but what they think; 


« you muſt know fir, it was no more 


« than five days ago when, as I was dreſſing 
Lord , the Honourable Mr. 


« came in; they ſent me a little on one ſide 
« whilſt they were ſpeaking together, but I 
« am particularly quick of hearing, ſol liſ- 
« tened to what they were talking about.” 


The names mentioned by the frizure be- 


ing thoſe of the two ſtudents who had 
accoſted Mr. H-——;, in my preſence, I 
gave him no interruption, but encourag- 


ed him to proceed by fixing my eyes on 


his face, with that ſort of expreſſion, which 


ſignified how much I was delighted with 
his communications. Well,” ſaid I, © fo 


you .over-heard what they ſaid, and Mr. 
I ſuppoſe was the ſubject? 


G 2 „ 


« but the truth, I dreſs a great number 
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he muſt be the devil or a conjuror, they 
e curſed him very heartily, and called them- 
* ſelves blockheads, for trying to engage 
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« Yes fir,” he replied, “they declared 


his notice, or to make him explain why 


ec heavoided their advances; then they whiſ- 


« pered ſo very ſoftly that I could only find 
out, all their anger was owing to ſome 
« ſecret concerning themſelves, which Mr. 


„H by his great learning had diſco- 


— 


4 vered, and my lord ſaid, none but the 
« devil could have told him; ſo fir, you 
« ſee,” ſaid the fellow, J have pretty 
« g00d authority for calling the gentleman 
* a magician ; beſides fir, if J had not fi- 
* niſhed your hair, I could tell you a great 


many other wonderful ſtories which my 
- © cuſtomers of the firſt rank, have either 
* told me themſelves, or ſpoke before me 


eto one another.“ 


From preceding circumſtances, my hair- 
dreſſer's intelligence made ſome impreſſion 
on me, and I went an hour earlier than 
there 


06 
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there was occaſion for, to my tutor's 
chambers, with the hope that he would 
more fully gratify my curioſity, and teach 
me what opinion I ought to form of a cha- 
racer that ſeemed to abound with fingula- 
rity ; the good man was flattered by my. 
early viſit, and when I ſignified the real 
motive for preceding his other expected. 
friends, this was his anſwer... 


« I defire nothing in the world, fo much: 
as to ſee you united in bonds of the cloſ- 
« eſt amity with Mr. H——, of P 
College, and it is to 1 5 you together, 
« that I have invited. you to dine with 


it ; 
: 5 
y me. 
* pect this gentleman to, make one”, of 
© your party? 
ir- . I R 3 
on * Yes,” he replied, and I eſteem it 
an more honour to receive him under my 


3 . 6 . | cc 2 
ere - | l G. A EBT rock, 
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1 roof, chan | ſhould feel in nn 
« the whole bench of biſhops.”? | 


« It muſt be confeſſed,” ſald I, that from 
hat I have ſeen and heard of Mr. II 
« my curiofity becomes troubleſome. 


« What have you ſeen, and what have 
«« you heard?” aſked: 355 tutor, whoſe name 
was Sean 


4 A very little man,“ Tanfſwered laugh- 
ing, 0 n a” Nn _ e 


—1 8 * faid he, © for there 
* are ſtrange ridiculous ſtories in cireula- 
« tion, and every deſcription of men conſi- 
«der this extraordinary character, in a very 
e different light; by pretenders to ſcience 

„it is envied, of courſe calumniated; by 
« fools it is miſread and miſrepreſented ; it 
« jg indeed hard to underſtand, but when 
« underſtood it is impoſſible not to be daz- 


4 zled with its effulgent brightneſs.” 
: cc I dare 


A WEICH TALE. 127 


« 1 dare not flatter myſelf,” cried I, 
« that. I ſhall ever be received into his 
« friendſhip, L have ſo many faults, ſo 
« many imperfections,” 


« The a of this opinion will be 

« your beſt recommendation, he replied, 
* but before he gives you his confidence, 
« he will take the e of your counte- 


« nance.”* 


© 


immediately recounted: our. fiſt weed 
—_— 1 


*I can RY you one thing,” replied my 
tutor, ©- that however well diſpoſed he 
_ © might be to you, he feels little prefer 

* ence for the two ſtudents wha- happened 
* to be your companions, .on the morning 
e when you firſt ſaw each other; they bear 
good characters at college, but H 
looks deeper than the ſurface.” 


G 4 I then 
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I then repeated to him my own obſerva- 
tions on their efforts to attract his notice, 
and the * he took to Boy them. 


« Perhaps,” ſaid my tutor, hare are few 
« young men whoſe pretenſions to birth are 
« moderate as his own, but would graſp 
«at the homage that is daily offered to his 
wonderful talents ; the reaſon why he ne- 
ver will be any reſpecter of perſons is, 
« that he does not find his home in this 
„world, but walks quietly through it, ex- 
« amining the merits, rather than the bril- 
e liant accommodations of his fellow tra- 
wy vellers; a prince has no greater advantage 
« with him than a beggar, he will examine 
the face of one with as much penetration, 
ce as much impartiality, as the other, and 
« where he beſtows his approbation, there | . 
M Hi 1 follows.” 151 1 


23 pfad we is a a pupil of Lavater's.“ 


« No, 
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«No, he is an original,” replied Mr. 
Stanmore, © of which we muſt never ex 
« pet to behold a copy; Lavater read the 
human heart ſyſtematically, he reads it, 
«as if by inſpiration.“ „ 


«] W iſh fir, you may not rob me of all 

« my caſe, ” ſaid I, © juſtas Tam about to 

« appear in the preſence of this diviner, I 

am ſo conſcious of my own folly that the 

> pleaſure you propoſe for. me may eventu- 
ally turn to my mortification, ſhould I ex- 
cite his contempt, inſtead of his. approba= : 


93 : 
he tion.“ 
\ 


Fear nothing on that ſcore,” he repli- 
ed, he has ſpoken of you, he wiſhes to 
e be numbered with your friends, i it 18, at 
* his own requeſt I bring you together, and 
* you cannot be too vain of a: compliment 

Ha perhaps the firſt of the ſort he has ever. 
paid to any man living. me 
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en Set e . whit pre) 


collection of errors, what a meſs of confu- 
ſion will this ſcholar find if he ſhould real. 


ly be able to read the contents of my mind 
in its preſent ſituation, and again I almoſt 


_ wiſhed myſelf at my old trade of hen whip- 


ping, rather than undergo the ſcrutiny of 
his examination, ſhall I run for it, —ſhall 
I plead ſudden indiſpoſition as an excuſe 


for breaking my engagement, — no, that 


f would have been cowardice in the extreme: 


and I had juſt made up my mind to ſtay 
where I was, when ſome of the expected 
company arrived, one of which was the re- 


e head of a 2 


* have been,” aid this gentleman, 


4 walking more than an hour with H, 


* and the more 1 know of him the more 
« he ſurpriſes me. Nature has conſtructed 
1 him for the greateſt attainments.” 8 


CHAP 
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Interruption. 


OMETHING, but what more he would 
have added, muſt remain in doubt, for 
the appearance of the little man himſelf, 
put the reſt of his ſpeech to flight; I was 
preſented to him in form, and he gave me 
his hand with humulity, ſo unaſſuming, with | 
a ſmile ſo gracious as dif ipated the blood 
which had flown to my cheeks, and by 
. reſtoring my compoſure, fitted me for the 
enjoyment of ſociety. | | 
I conſidered myſelf of this ſociety a 
ſilent member, devoting my whole atten- 
66 tion 
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tion to the converſation of others, and had 
wiſdom enough of my own to diſcover that 
the genius of my new acquaintance, was 
manly, vigorous, and of moſt aſtoniſhing 
powers, untinctured by the pride of ſupe- 
riority, or the inſolence of triumph; he was 
not forward to ſpeak, yet when he did 
ſpeak, there could be but one wiſh amongſt 
his hearers, it was that he would never ceaſe 
to ſpeak. | | 
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; Mr. Stanmore frequently looked towards 
me, with an air of exultation, but he al- 
ways found me with my eyes ſo intently 


li fixed on the magnet of general admiration, 
ji that I had no leiſure to ſend him one gratc- 
| | ful glance in return for the great delight 
| f and inſtruction he had prepared for me ; 1 
þ felt diſſatisfied, when any of the company 
f a e a lead in the converſation, until I per- 
if ceived that their only intention was to be- 
fi tray Mr. I into new ſubjects that 
{il he might with the greater advantage diſ- | 
1 play his almoſt ſupernatural | knowledge. _ 
ll 1 
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The topicks on which he was drawn out to 
enlarge the moſt were metaphyſics, divi- 
nity, morality, chymiſtry, and medicine, on 
every one of which, the ſpoke more like a 
man inſpired, than a mere ſcholar ; I felt 
myſelf wiſer and better for every ſentence 
he uttered, and from that day entertained a 
love for his perſon, a reverence for his 
opinions, and an admiration for his virtues, 
extremely profitable to my own future 
conduct; as long as he lived he was the 
oracle by u hich I ſhaped my actions, and 
now that his enlightened ſoul is returned-to 
the world of ſpirits; I raiſe in my heart to 
his memory a monument of gratitude, which 
death itſelf will be only able to deface. 


* * + * * *' 4. * * % * * N *# *$ * * #® 
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I thought the party broke up much too 
early, I preſſed the hand of my tutor on 
taking leave, and thanked him for the treat 
he had given me, in a manner that muſt 
convince him how much I was ſatisfied 
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with bis choice of a friend. I would 
« not,” ſaid I, “have loſt the advantage 
« you have procyred me, for a thouſand 

* pounds,” I ſpoke as I felt, without re- 

ference to my neceſſities; Six Edward's 

demand, my- inability to anſwer it, the for- 

lorn hope undertaken by Alexander, all my 

late troubles had lulled themſelves to reſt 

on the boſom of enen 
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The 3 1 ue 6 my new 
friend, appeared to be mutual on his part, 
and being about to feparate, I propoſed we 

ſhould ſpend an hour together in my cham- 
bers; he readily affented, but ſome how or 
other, the hour was lengthened eight times 
beyond its ordinary limits, and yet ſo far 
was I from perceiving its growth, that it 
would have eſcaped my obſervation, if, as 
he aroſe to go away, 1 had not upbraided 
him with leaving me too ſoon; my com- 
plaint drew him to a window, when open- 
ing one of the ſhutters, I ſaw with aſtoniſh- 
ment the dawn of morning. 
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Ic may be a queſtion of curiofity, to aſk 
what could induce two young men to fit a 
whole night, poring over one fingle pint 
of Madeira, rather than paſs it in bed, or at 
a tavern ? I ſhall anſwer to this queſtion, 
that in-the eight hours we paſſed together, 
a volume of knowledge was opened to my 
inſpection, from which I extracted 'more 
ſpiritual and temporal wiſdom, than I had 
ever been able to attain from men or books, 
in the whole courſe of my ſtudies. 


He ;fvired me with con which 
entirely conquered my natural reſerve ; I 
even ſpoke to him of Agnetta, of that af- 
fection which I had unconſciouſly: imbibed 
for her ſince our earlieſt infancy, of her be- 
ing the wife of Lord Charles Harley, and of 
the ſtruggles it had coſt me, to preſerve my 
own honour, by running away from temp- 
tation, adding with vehemence, that whilſt 
had my ſenſes, I would fly to the extre- 
mity of the globe, rather than meet the ob- 
ject of a rooted paſſion, which could never 
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tune to meet you.“ 


= cy 


now be gratified, but at the expence of in- 
nocence. 5 1 


« Very: well,” ſaid he, „theſe are the 
« ſentiments Þ expected from you; there 1s 
« ſome merit in being an honeſt man; but 
jf I had: thought you a:knave, I ſhould 
ce not have courted your acquaintance.” 


©] wiſh:you-would-tell- me, · replied I, 
c what it was you ſaid to my two compa- 
*« nions, the firſt time I had the od for- 


— 


Hie ſmiled; | «. it 10 no matter what. I 


«ſaid to them, the conſequence of our. 
. « ſhort: converſation, will produce me this 


"3 


good, I ſhall be no more troubled with 
their ſolicitations.” I'ſaw him diſinclined 


to purſue the ſubject, and the wonders of 


knowledge he had already diſplayed in the 
early part of the evening, mingled my ad- 


miration of his ſublime genius, with a re- 
verence ſo profound, that I durſt not im- 
portune 
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portune him for one word more than he 
choſe to utter. Again the courſe of our 
converſation was turned back into the 
channel, from which my curioſity had di- 
verted it; he told me I had nothing to re- 
gret on the ſcore of Lady Charles Harley 
not being my wife, that we were never in- 
' tended for each other, and that the love 1 
expreſſed for her, was a ſhadow ingendered 
by fancy. OUT 


I would have convinced him to the con- 
trary, by a thouſand proofs of its ſolidity, 
but he ſtopped me, ſaying it was time we 
ſhould ſeparate. I would have detained 
him longer, the hours I had paſſed in his 
ſociety appeared but as moments; he con- 
vinced me of my error by ſhewing me it 
was broad day-light, and no ſooner was he 
gone, than retiring to bed, I fell into a 
train of reflections, which, produced the 
keeneſt ſenſations, both of pleaſure and 
pain ; theſe were alike enemies. to repoſe, 
ſo that I aroſe in the morning ſleepleſs and 

unrefreſhed ; 


—_ © DELVES, 


unrefrefhed ; as I do not know ho to def. 
cribe the ſenſations of my mind, during the 
thirty-ſix hours ſince the departure of Alex. 
ander, I\ſhall make no attempt of the ſort, 
but paſs on to that of the day, when he 
had told me, I might expect his return to 
College, but as he did not appear, I pro- 
ceeded to the chambers of my all- ſufficient 
adviſer, and after. telling him the diſap- 
pointment, occaſioned by the delay of my 
ſervant, which would prevent me from writ- 
ing to Sir Edward by that day's poſt; I aſk- 
ed him to give me counſel, what 1 . 
"ey in this AGE I. 4 


#108 « Why: PY you want any Shay coho 
lor than your own principle?“ ſaid he. 


r Becauſe, returned J. „of all man- 
* kind, I am the moſt improper to be truſt- 
«ed with my C own conduct.“ 

e You are PONTA of bet di 


0 ee Tur benefactor ?'* 
. Yes 
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« Yes, my imprudence muſt have excited 
« his reſentment.” 


« Then why not make your confeſſion to 
« himſelf 2” Do. 


« Dare Ido fo * 


0 


„ Vare you ref riſe your: confidence: to 
* bin whom you ſuppoſe to be your fa- 
** ther; yet EIN ſtranger?" PRE 


« Good God!” cried I. * more, 1 
« feel the full force of your argument, let 
me at leaſt have the credit of an apt 
« ſcholar, I will immediately write to Sir 
3 Edward.” W I oft”? 

« Do TY here are pen, nk; ant paper, 
« they cannot be employed to a better pur- 
« poſe.” I fat down and nn the 


following "_— 


LETTER. 


r 
. 
24 56308 


1 
„ 2 


re 
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LETTER. 


« In the bitterneſs of ſelf-reproach, the 
« prodigal Delves veiled in remorſe and 
« confuſion, confeſſes that he is unworthy 
« the infinite goodneſs, the unbounded af- 
« fection, the inexhauſtible generoſity of 
« his preſerver, his benefactor, his father. 
Oh my dear father, why have you—why 
te has Lady Eveline—why has Mr. Darcy 
treated my faults with ſo much indul- 
« gence ?—why. intruſted me with powers, 
« to work out my own deſtruction ?: I have 
* not deſerved thoſe indulgences, thoſe li- 
t beralities—had you been more auſtere— 
te had you been leſs liberal, fear might have 
e kept me prudent - neceſſity have made 
«me an c onomiſt. I now appear before 
« you in the deſpicable character of a 


«© ſquanderer ; in preference to that of ſor- 


go 1 GulSbodience or hypocritital excuſes 
« il 
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if any thing can be ſaid in palliation of 
« my horrid extravagance, yourſelf, Lady 
Eveline, and Mr. Darcy, when he is told 
dec the extent of my offences, will point out 
« where they can poſſibly allow of mitiga- 
« tion; ſhould I dare advance a word to 
« exculpate my conduct from intentional, 
« or actual criminality, it would be adding 
« the fin of preſumption to the heavy 
« weight of my tranſgreſſions, and a ſtill 
more weighty link to that chain of re- 
« pentance, which will hold my heart in 
* bondage until my ſentence ſhall be pro- 
« nounced by thoſe whoſe goodneſs have 
« entitled them to mark with happineſs or 
e miſery, the fate of a guilty, but penitent 
« culprit.” 


When! had concluded my letter, I ſhew- 
ed it to H for his approbation, ob- 
ſerving that perhaps I had not ſaid enough. 


43 

* ] don't 1 he ne C how that 

* may be, but if the ſeat of mercy cannot 
| bes © 
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be reached by a e ſuch lines as theſe, 
neither would a thouſand be * to fa- 


«c thom it.“ 


CHAP, XV, 


I dal Delves did noi exped?, 


TY mind feemed eaſed of a conſidera- 
ble burthen, in conſequence of hav- 
ing made my confeſſion to Sir Edward; 1 
was not without hope that it would pro- 
cure me his pardon, at leaſt I ſhould have 
nothing to anſwer for, on the ſcore of du- 
plicity, and under the influence of thoſe 
comparatively tranquillized reflections, Ire- 
turned home, firſt P Fay letter at 
'the Os office. 


As 
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As I entered the College gates, 'and was 
paſſing to iy chambers, I found myſelf 
| reſpectfully accoſted by a ſervant in the 
Eveline livery, who aſked if I-would have 
the goodneſs to direct him to the lodgings 
of Mr. Delves. My face burnt at the 
queſtion, I bade him follow me, my courage 
revolted, I grew ſick, blind, almoſt ſpeech- 
leſs with apprehenſion ; J could only arti- 
culate, as I ſhut the door of my anti-room, 
« Now ſpeak, what is your me from 
Sir Edward Eveline? 


« Are you Sir, Mr. Delves, for the diſ- 

patches I have the honour to be charged 

te with, muſt be delivered i into the hands of 
te that * 2 


« Produce them,“ I cried impatiently, 
l am he, give them to me immediately 
| He took out a pocket book from hence 
be drew a letter which I ſnatehed rather 
than received from his hand, and ordered 
him to return in an hour, by which time I 
5 ſhould get my anſwer ready. 
| EE 1 made 
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tions of curioſity, thoſe of fear were ſo 
much ſtronger. I felt that I held in my 
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I made no great haſte to ſatisfy the emo. 


trembling graſp, a formal diſmiſſion from 


the confidence and affection. of every dear 
friend my foul was attached to. It was like 


being forced to read the death-warrant of 
all my hopes, all my expectations ; but the 
ſeal muſt be broken At is done—the ſight 
of ſeveral bank-notes, with the words „1 
* am ſorry,” convey horror to my agitated 
ſenſes; I caſt them all to the ground. | 


exclaimed, * no, cruel father, if I muſt be 
ce a vagabond, I ſcorn to burden my fate 
with the bounty of charity; my honeſty, 


* my poverty, and my gratitude, ſhall be 


the only companions of my baniſhment.” 


As Futtered theſe rhapſodies of excruciat- 


ing paſſion, the voice of 'Trimbuſh, ſinging 


te deum, rouſed my attention; I lifted my 
eyes from the ground, and caſt them on my 


poor Alexander, whoſe appearance at this 


reſs, 


critical moment of excruciating diſt 


had 


A WELCH TALE. 145 


had in it ſomething ſo like comfort, that 
throwing myſelf on his neck, I held him as 
faſt as I ſhould have done, if ſure he had 


been a meſſenger from Heaven, on an er- 


rant of mercy ; I could only ſay in a 


low voice, which the loud cries of joy 


from, the extended jaws of Trimbuſh ef- 


fectually overcame, © Alexander I am un- 
« done!“ | 


Alexander withdrew from my arms, re- 


tired a few ſteps with one hand, putting by 


Trimbuſh with the other, ſaluting me in 
the old ſtile, but with more than common 
NF | 

« One ſkirmiſh your honour,” ſaid he, 
does not loſe a battle, but how, dy'e ſee, 
* could your honour have heard that the 
* curſed Jew was run away, and that I 
could not find him, though I went all 
* over London to look after him?“ | 


You TEES 8 1 
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<« It is no matter,” I replied, © his aſſiſt- 
« .ance would now do me no good, I am 
cc « diſcarded from the heart and protection 
oF of Sir Edward Eveline for ever.” | | 

ec Your honour is pleaſed t to be merry, 
< « for I am ſure his honour Sir Edward 
” « would. be firq out of the mouth of a 
© cannon, rather than ſend you to the Tight 
« about.” 

5 Accuſe 1 me not af Wirk, 1 my 
2 heart is burſting with grief; 1 muſt again 
« turn wanderer, without. reſources, without 
« friends ; take up that letter, read the 
« ſentence of my baniſhment, I dare not 


« read it myſelf.” 


He gathered up the notes, laid them on 
the table with a grin of ſatisfaction, that 
made me accuſe him of wanting ſenſibility 
for my misfortunes ; he then began to look 
at the contents of the envelope, crying out 
« your honour is miſtaken, your diſcharge 

cc. 18 


ut 
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«is not in the roll, the Commander has 
« ;ſſied no ſuch” orders ; on the confttary; 


1 your honour is very ans invited to 


FN head- quarters. 9 by 12d BY 
. OTE 3:80 108 A 1 
The partitions between all extreme 81 
take to be nearly of the ſame cobweb tex 
ture, as what is poetically deſcribed to di- 
vide the regions of wit and inſanity; hope 


is ever at the heels of deſpair, and the mind 


when moſt ſad, is moſt ſenſible to the im- 
preſſions of joy. If there is a man in the 
world, who has like me, been firſt poilt 
by an old woman, then a wandering vaga- 


bond by deſtiny, then adopted, indulged, 


educated, and after all, finds himſelf on the 
brink of loſing the love of his friends, the 
patronage of his benefactors, and the brilliant 
ſunſhine of his promiſing fortunè, if, I tay, 
there is in the univerſe, a wight ſo unlueky 
as to be exactly in this untoward prediea- 


ment, then may he judge of thoſe emotions 


which almoſt ſtrangled me as Alexander, in 


| conſequence of my former command that 


H 2 he 
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he ſhould e, letter, leeing I was 
in a. a. voice 2s. Ln a8 the tolling 
of a bell at a funeral, read as follows, 
ſtopping every half ſentence, to make his 
own. curious comments, | 


- 11 began thus. 


I uam ſorry to have made my late ap- 
« plication, (his honour could not be more 
forry than your honour, I'll be bold to ſay) 
© I hope it may not be too late to ſave 
you the trouble of ſending the Three 
f Hundred Pounds, (1 wonder his honour | 
Gould think it can ever be too late, to 
flop a man from ſending what he has not 
| © got) my friend has accommodated his at- 
* fairs, without the help of any body, 
(that your honour, d'ye ſee, is gaining a 
* battle without hazard) and as both my 
wife and I, are impatient to ſee our dear 
© boy, we hope you will have no objection, 
either to return with our meſlen,. er, or to 
* follow 
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follow in a few days; ( 1 were worthy to 
adviſe. it ſhould be in a few days, for 1 
am ſore tired in running ſo far, after that 
© devil of a Few) perhaps it will be pru- 
* dent that you ſhould remain where you 
are, long enough to ſettle your little mat- 
ters, which, I ſuppoſe may be brought 
into a ſmall compaſs; (very ſmall indeed, 
your honour, except our debts) I would 
© have you diſcharge all obligations at col- 
lege, preſent your good tutor with a hand- 
© ſome token of your gratitude; (had all 
the generals in his Majeſty's ſervice, got 
their eye npon rewarding merit, like his 
generous honour, by this time I might 
bave commanded a company, inſtead of 
* quitting the army like a thief) you may 
*alſo wiſh to oblige ſome young men of 
worth, whoſe means are leſs ample than 
your own, or to reward ſome of your in- 
* feriors, to whoſe kindneſs or diligence 
you may have been indebted ; for theſe 
© purpoſes,” I ſend you a trifling addition 
* to your finances, (heaven preſerve bis ho 

H 3 „ 


mee © ir) 


Ft. 


a0 | DELVES, /; 


nour, there never was ſuch another com- 


Wander) It is by no means certain, that 


you will return any more to college, and 
you fee, my dear Del ves, Iam providing for 


that exigence, by putting it in your pow- 


ver to leave it with credit, (mind that your 


lnour.lauvr it wih (credit, abby there 


I u ſ rreuttable 4 ſchulat in all the 
uber (from. one cn 10 the other of it, 
A your: bonour will be noto you are got on 
Full: pay.) If you have no uſe for my ſer- 
vant fend him back directly, and name 
the day when we may expect you in Lon- 


dan; bring honeſt Alexander and Trim- 


© buſh in your ſuite. Alexander obſerved 


with a profound bow, © that it was more 


. © glory to be named by ſucha noble gentle- 
« man, than to be muſter maſter of all the 
17 «forces in Great Þritain;'* and then finiſh- 
ed the affectionate concluſion. of this graci- 
ous,” moſt heart-reviving epiſtle, which 1 
afterwards: deluged with the tears of rap- 
ture, and almoſt demoliſhed with the kiſſes 
of gratitude, worked up to devotion. 
| I diſpatched 


* 
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1 "difpatched Alexander to take care of 
the meſſenger, who brought to me ſuch un- 
expected happineſs. To neglect the moſt 

inſi gnificant engine that has contributed to 
our felicity, if it is not a want of generoſi- 
ty, it is at leaſt a want of feeling, a defici- 
ency of which 1 have never had occaſion 
to accuſe miyfetf; too nuch and not ooo 
little ſüfceptibillty has been the fault of my 
nature, and ſometimes the't torment” of my 
life. 5 


2 ”% 0 
*- 4 g 
A ” 


J was more than an hour alone, before I 
could determine what was firſt to be done; 
my mind was the ocean, my ideas the 
waves, now advancing, now receding from 
the ſhore of reaſon:— ſhould I ſeek H- 
to communicate my good fortune, to aſk 
his counſel, to ſeek in-his meek humility 
an antidote to the riſing pride of proſperity, 
to learn from his exalted wiſdom, his chrif- 
tian philoſophy, how to bear the change of 
my condition with becoming fortitude ?— 
ſhould I wait on Mr. Stanmore to acquaint 
FE-4- him 


F 
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him with the commands I had received 
ſrom Sir Edward, and ſet out immediately 
to obey thoſe delightful commands ?—or 
ſhould I precede my appearance before 
thoſe beloved parents by a letter? aſter all 
J adopted the latter meaſure, u hat I faid 
in this letter is little to the purpoſe; if there 
is eloquence i in the genuine language of the 
ſoul, it ought to have been eloquent, ener- 
getic I am ſure it was, being made up of 
feelings which I found it difficult to ſup- 


port. 


Whea II had ſent off Sir Edward's ſer- 
vant, I ſet about making Preparations for 
following him in three days, which were 
chiefly paſſed with my good tutor and that 
_ Exalted friend, whoſe early fate, though 
glorious to himſelf, muſt ever be lamented 
by a world, whoſe brighteſt luminary with- 
drew almoſt at its riſing. 
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CHAP. = 


Delves in a Panic. 


TOTWITHSTANDING all the good- 
neſs I had ſo lately experienced from 

Sir Edward Eveline, and the extreme eager- 
neſs I certainly felt to throw myſelf at his 
feet, the conſciouſneſs of having made fo 
many imprudent uſes of his bounty, as well 
as what he might think of me now that he 
had received my penitential confeſſion, did 
not leave my mind perfectly at eaſe, as I 
entered the poſt chaiſe, followed by Alex- 
ander and Trimbuſh, and every mile we 
approached towards the capital, my panic 
encreaſed; at laſt it ſhot up to ſuch a gigan- 
3 tic 
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_« growth that when I found my bie in the 
embraces of Sir Edward and Lady Eveline, 
I almoſt fainted in their a arms. 


The methods taken firſt to recover, and 
afterwards to reconcile me to myſelf, muſt 
be ſo well underſtood by the pupils of be- 
nevolence, that they will ſtand in no need 
| of a receipt, ſhould any poor fellow in my 
ſituation, call upon them for the cure of 
a wounded conſcience; and as to the herd 
of nature's family, who inherit;none of her 
| amiable propenſities, who have never drawn 
from her breaſt the milk of human kind- 
neſs, to all ſuch it would be impertinent 
to offer a receipt, which it is impoſſible 
they ſhould ever know how to admini- 
ſter. | 
I was ſoon made the delighted priſoner - 
of theſe dear, theſe compaſſionate parents; 
they ſet me down between them, and held 
me in the ſilken fetters of affection, flatter- 
ingly improved by he richeſt tokens of 

| their 
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their approbation, they could not think il} 


of me, they would not let me think ill of 
myſelf, ſo that in the ſhort ſpace of half 
an hour, they had almoſt perſuaded me 
that I was a very proper young gentle- 
man. 1 


The firſt rational queſtion to which I 
was equal, demanded news of Mr. Darcy; 
and when he would be releaſed from his 


official duties that my felicity might have 


nothing to expect, being informed he was 
as much my friend as ever, and would re- 
turn in a few: weeks. | I next ventured to 
tell my kind Mamma, I thought her more 
en bon my than when I ſaw her laſt 


& Ir is not unlikely; ſaid Sir Rien 
with a ſmile of ſatisfaction, which for the 
firſt time made me ſuſpect that I was not to 


be the ſole heir of their fortune, a ſurmiſe 


that gave me the trueſt joy, whatever ſug- 
geſtion may occur to the mercenary reader, 
to invalidate the declaration ; I only won- 
H 6 dered 
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dered what they would do with the poor 


little infant, and if it would be taken from 
them, and ſent to Papa Owen as I had 
been, he was ſtill capable of entering on 
nurſery buſineſs, for 1 wrote to and heard 
from him regularly once a month ; his writ- 
ing had loſt nothing of its beauty, and a 


. poſtſcript from Winifred added to every 


letter, conſtantly aſſured me of their mu- 
tual good health as well as everlaſting 
love. | 1 : 


The happieſt day I ever paſſed in my 
life, was that which united me to my ta- 


mily; it confirmed to my apprehenſive 


mind, that my conduct had not- forfeited 
their eſteem, and that my influence over 
their affections was lively as ever; even 
Alexander was honoured with their notice, 


and Trimbuſh ſhared their carefles. 


« Do you remember Delves,” ſaid 


Mamma, patting his ſhaggy hide with 


her fair hand, as he raiſed his monſtrous 
' Faws 
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paus to reſt them on a ſprigged muſlin dreſs. 
of the fineſt texture, and which ſhe would 
not ſuffer me to remove, © do you remem- 
eber when we carried you by force from 

« your old dame and her hens, that you dif- 
« covercd leſs fagacity than your dog? he 
went willingly to meet his good fortune, 
but you would have reſiſted yours, if we 
had not poſſeſied ſuperior Nha as well 
as ſuperior authority.” 


I returned ſuch an anſwer, as pleaſed 
both her ladyſhip and Sir Edward. © He 
neither wants memory or gratitude,” ſaid 
the latter, © he has neither forgotten his 
_« early friends, or the eſſential ſervices they 
« have done him.“ 


In point of his very early connexions,” 
_ replied Mamma, caſting on me a look that 
covered my face with burning bluſhes. © I 
cannot be exactly of your opinion my 
« dear, if the Godolphins are to be ranked 


cc in the number of his fr friends, pray 
« obſerve, 


2 


— t o 


22 obſerve, has he aſked a ſingle n 
© concerning them, no, not ſo much as 
tc whether they are dead or alive.“ 


I endeavoured to laugh off this ſerious 
attack on my ſenſibility, by ſaying, * why 
te what ſhould be the matter with them, 
« they have a lord in their family, will not 


that good fortune crown them all with 
« abundant health, and abundant happi- 


VE neſs <7 


«'Delves, Delves,” ſaid Mamma; ſhe. 


had time to ſay no more, it was the night 
on which ſhe ſaw company, we were ex- 
pecting them in the drawing room, al- 


ready the knocker had ſignified ſome arri- 
val of conſequence. It was the celebrat- 


ed Counteſs of Epſom, fine as the lady of 
Loretta, and in all the pride of evergreen- 
beauty; ſhe preceded her two married 
daughters, neither of whom could vie with 
their mother either in the bloom of circaſ- 


80 or Hebe- like dimples of youthful ex- 
preſſion, 
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preſſion. Lady Mary Duff attracted leſs 
of my notice than her ſiſter, lady Wiliminia 
Raymond ; not that I greatly admired any 
of the trio, but I was beginning to ſtudy 
phy ſiognomy after the rules that had been 
given me by my friend H, the cha- 
racters of which ſtudy were ſo plainly 
marked on the countenance of lady Wi- 
liminia, that I began to read with avidity, 
taking for my firſt leſſon an eaſy ſubject in 
hopes my judgment would not make its 
depute to much diſadvantage. I therefore 
formed my opinion, and ſaid to myſelf, I 
will aſk lady Eveline at ſome other time if 
it is a juſt one. 


Her aſſembly on this evening was re- 
markably brilliant, ſeveral very pretty girls 
tried a thouſand prettineſſes to draw out the 
young Oxonian ; or perhaps my vanity 
would not occaſion me to err very egtegi- 
ouſly, if inſtead of ſaying to draw him 
out, I had ſaid to draw him in, it being the 
cuſtom for the preſent race of modern fe- 
males 
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males to be taught by their Mammas, in 


mimitation of birds, how to Tater for their 


own proviſion, as ſoon as they are able to 
fly abroad; T have confeſſed that I was no 
man of gallantry. and in the preſent circle 
amongſt whom I could perceive nothing 
to remind me, of the only miſtreſs my 
hearr had ever acknowledged, I became 
ſo extremely inattentive, making ſuch ſhort 
rephes, and throwing ſo much ruſtic indif- 
ference into the little I did ſay, as very ſoon 


drew them from the purſuit of a drone, to 


chace down ſeveral gaudy butterflies, with 
Whom they might reaſonably expect to be 
more ſucceſsful. 


In my deſerted ſtate 1 looked round for 


ſomebody of the fame /ombre complexion 
with myſelf, to whom I might talk with- 
out being obliged to ſay civil things, and 
at laſt my choice fell on a woman of that 
deſcription, which perſuades one that ſhe had 
never met with any thing of the kind, and 
of courſe would never expect it; beſides, 
there 
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there was in her features that ſort of ex- 


preſſion, which ſeemed to promiſe a rich 
repaſt to the ever craving appetite of curi- 


oſity ; for t ſe reaſons I occupied the chair 
next to her, vw hich another had vacated 


to ſit down at a card table. 


At firſt my neighbour ſeemed little in- 
clined to cultivate the Neaſures of ſociety ; 


for ſome minutes, her brevity out-did my 
own, her eyes and her whole ſenſes were 


ſo much employed in obſerving who play- 


ed together, who talked together, who ogled, 


who ſighed, who laughed, who talked loud, 
and who whiſpered, that whenever I ſpoke 
to her ſhe only anſwered by monoſyllables, 


in a voice too ſo pettiſh, as I could not, but 


conſtrue into the words you are impertinent. 


Has this woman, thought I, no key to her 
confidence? I tried many before I could 


find one that would fit; however Idetermin- 


ed that at leaſt ſhe ſhould ſee my perſon, 


before ſhe quite rejected my advances; 1 


therefore 
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therefore contrived to entangle my buckle 
amongſt ſome of her finery, which made 
her face about to aſſiſt my efforts in ſetting 
her at liberty, when ſhe returned ſomething 


like a compliment to my apologies for hav- 


ing incommoded her, and no longer reſiſted 
my wiſh « to engage her, i in a tete a tete. ; 


By whit nfl is it Malian ſaid 1, 


you can eſcape that influenza for play, 


* * which feertis 10 re prevalent? 2x6 


21 deteſt cards,” the replied, 1 my fe forte 


ve * is converſation, 18 


ec 7 1 am glad to hear you announce this, 
Madam, I began to fear that ſilent con- 


et templation had alone the powers of en- 
TY Eging you, Wu 


« T excuſe your error ſir, and can ac- 
* count for it; you have ſeen me full of 
** 9bſervation, but without obſervation one 
0 Should be ill fitted for converſation; there 

. | ic 18 
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is no ſort of knowledge ſo agreeable as 
« that of the world, or any ſtudy more 
« worthy of purſuit: to me aſſemblies would 
e be quite a boar, if it was not that here 
one are more likely to acquire informa- 
« tzon than either at balls where all is ſo 
* confuſed, that one can ſcarcely diſtin- 
guiſh objects, or at maſquerades, where 
though one may hear, one can never re- 
port what one does hear, becauſe ſpoken 
| * behind a maſk; and what ſignifies the * 
« ſpeech, unleſs one can give it with the 
name of the ſpeaker.”  —- - + 


my 


IC 
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0 11 FO. XVII. 


Two "ITY of Gofips. 


Noosopr will his that for the ar- 
chives of antiquity there is no better 
repoſitory than the memory of a recording 
old goſſip, nor for modern events which 
require circulation, a more ready channel 
than the tongue of an envious young goſſip. 
Nov it happened that lady Bell Wezell, to 
whom I had the honour of liſtening with 


the utmoſt devotion, was neither of thoſe, 


yet a compoſition of both, for beſides hav- 
Ing great talents herſelf, ſhe could remember 


court anecdotes, and family anecdotes twenty 


years preceding; but then they were related 
5 ETD FS, — 
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to her by her grandmother, who ſhe aſſur- 
ed me lived very much in the world, and 
was poſſeſſed of ſuch extraordinary powers 
of penetration as vere conſidered next to 
ſupernatural; for, added ſhe, © not a ſingle 
« divorce for thirty years prior to her death 
te had taken place amonꝑſt her numerous 
« acquaintance, but what ſhe had foretold 
«to every body, at leaſt ſix weeks before 
their little indiſcretions became generally 
* known bey ond the circle of her n 8 
« own particular friends.“ 
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There can be no doubt. but that thoſe who 
have given themſelves the trouble to conſi- 
| der the tendency of my juvenile diſpoſition, 


will ſurmiſe the entertainment I muſt have 
). | „ 
5 found in a character ſo new to me, and upon 


h which I could innocently feed my humour 
tor ridicule; to hunt the hunter, and devour 


7, - MH ; L 
k the devourer, being fair game, there can 
er lay no juſt imputation againſt my honour, 


or humanity; and to confeſs the truth, I 
be never beſtowed ſo much unqualified flatte- 


to N 
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ry to accompliſh any purpoſe, in the whole 
courſe of my life, as to ſeduce this wander- 
er from the path of chriſtian charity, even 
further into the road of detraction than per- 
haps ſhe might have proceeded, ſtranger 
as I was, unleſs I had ſtrewed her whole 
way with the flowers of praiſe, and the 
Tweets of admiration. | 


1 appeared to be charmed with her wit, 
her beauty I could not extol, yet I pleaſed 


her equally, by defacing all that was lovely 


in the objects around me, and by this ſa- 
crifice gained a compleat conqueſt over her 
heart, which ſent me the intelligence through 
a pair of grey quinting eyes that looked 
twenty ways at once. 

We had gone nearly over half the aſ- 
ſembly, ſometimes walking, ſometimes ſit- 
ting down; in our ſurvey of every indi- 
vidual member that compoſed it, none 
came out of her canvaſs with fewer diſad- 


vantages than they generally contrive to 


make 


. 
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make to themſelves, from their cradle to 
their grave, that 18 to ſay, from the finiſh. 
ing of nature, to the conſuramation of 
art. | | 


T ghred that my. companion v was ex- 
tremely careſſed by every body, whom ſhe 


condeſcended to addreſs, whether they were 


playing, rolling, or fitting, and that ſhe 
was by no;means {paring of the moſt friend- 
ly enquiries conveyed in the moſt affection- 
ate phraſes to every one who accoſted her, 
or whom ſhe accoſted. When ] afterwards 
repeated this ſcene to lady Eveline, and ex- 


preſſed my ſurpriſe that there ſhould be ſo 


much - ſhadow of eſteem, without ſub- 

ſtance, this was her reply, © My dear boy, 
* you are an abſolute novice, or you would 
* know there are nothing but ſhadows that 
can flouriſh in the regions of faſhion ; to 
* ſuch places we only wear the reſemblance 


of our good things, as we often put on 


cn ' paſte for the better ſecurity of our real 
0 jewels; the virtues of ſincerity, philan- 
"0 thropy, 
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'« thropy, with a thouſand other that would 
« be trampled under foot in ſo barren a foil, 
« are beſt and ſafeſt when planted in our 
© domeſtic circles. As to your acquaintance 
« of the night,“ continued ſhe, © her lady- 
« ſhip receives homage, not for her good, 
« but her evil diſpoſitions ; ſhe may be cal- 
te led the very peſt of ſociety, it is ſynony- 
«© mous to ſay ſhe is univerſally hated, 

* univerſally courted ; every body fears to 
« come under her laſh, which make them 
« willing to ranſom their reputations at any 
e price; and her returns of cordiality, are 
* nothing more than inſtruments with which | 
« ſhe is ever trying to pick the lock of their 
confidence, that ſhe might unfold their 
« errors to the whole world.“ 


I have put in this ſhort ſtricture perhaps 

in a wrong place, as it precedes inſtead of 

follows one half at leaſt of the matter, on 

which were founded the enquiries that pro- 

duced it; indeed J ſetreted no part of it 1. 

from lady Eveline, I alſo mean to deal as I *« | 
candidly 
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candidly with my readers, and give them 


all the news of the day, by that editor of 
ſcandal, the Right Honourable * Bell 


Wen. 


The Right Honourable Lady Bell. We- 


zell paſſing by the chair of the Right Ho- 


nourable Counteſs of Epſom, ſtopped to 


make her a very pretty compliment on the 


brilliancy of her countenance, which muſt 


be owned was bright as the illumined face 
of heaven, whilſt depoſiting in her play 


purſe a conſiderable number of guineas, the 


fruits of à ſucceſsful rubber. 


© That woman,“ ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as we 


were out of hearing, ** carries in her made- 
* up- face, a calender of her good or bad 


fortune at play; ſometimes ſhe looks like 


a Circe, ſometimes like a Fury.“ 


I ſhrugged my ſhoulders, and obſerved, 


10 that it was bad policy to put her charms 


* ſo much in the power of chance.“ 
Vor. II. I 1 Oh! 
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„ Oh! as to that,” ſhe replied, © much 

« may be ſaid in her excuſe, and if ſhe had 

no worſe reſource than gaming, to ſup- 
port her rank, and long family, one could 
cc 18 fecl that ſhe had any errors. | 


« You are wei indulgent Madam to Four 
« ſex, by this lenity to a vice, which is con- 
e ſidered as no ornament to a female.“ 


True,“ ſaid ſhe, “but you muſt al- 
« low ſir, there are vices a thouſand times | 
« more dangerous in their conſequences; 
ce pray whether ſhould you think it better if IM «: 
« you were married, that your wife ſhould ec 
« Joſe a ſmall portion of your fortune at I} « 
« play, or that ſhe ſhould load your eſtate 7 
* with fortunes for thoſe children, in whom 
e you are not intereſted ; now tell me which 
« of theſe two faſhionable evils would be m 


. « 


cc Jv» 1. 
8 . tle 


25 If optional, I ſhall require ſo much Nhe 
« time Madam for deliberation, as will 
« occaſion 
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«* occaſion me to loſe much benefit from 


« your charmingly animated repreſentations, 
« which will infallibly teach me to hate all 
% women but yourſelf; permit me then to 
« ſeize on a leſs favourable moment for my 
« determination, and when I have made 
« up my mind, I ſhall let you know the 
c reſult.” 


— 


c You are a moſt rational man, — ſnie 
ſtopped in the midſt of her intended com- 


pliment, to make me obſerve two young 


men, who were walking about arm in arm, 


| © perhaps,” ſaid ſhe, “ you have never 


heard from what a corrupted root this 
violent intimacy has ſprung up ſo ſud- 
* denty 


I declared my ignorance of the whole 
matter, even of who, and what the gen- 
tlemen were, to whom ſhe alluded ; this I 
ſhould probably have done had I been as 
well inſtructed as herſelf, merely for the 

| 1 pleaſure 
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mm "DELVE 
pleaſure of quaſſing ſcandal at the fountain. 
head. 


« Let us fit down in theſe places which 
te are vacant in the corner, and I ſhall tell 
ce you all about it,” cried lady Bell, * from 
© thence too we can watch her ladyſhip's 
* motions, for notwithſtanding this new 
ce born friendſhip between her huſband and 
« her lover, the world will hardly believe 
« theſe pretences, as long as ſhe continues 
te to bluſh through her rouge whenever ſhe 
« Jooks at Mr. Marchmeer.“ 


I aſked if this Mr. Marchmeer was the 


lover? 


cc Doubtleſs !”? faid ſhe, © what wife has 
* ſo little of the times in her manners, to 
« ſhow any diſcompoſure at the preſence 
of her huſband, unleſs indeed he happens 
« to intrude by ſurpriſe, but this I believe, 
« has never been the caſe with lady Wili- 
«* mina 
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* minis Raymond, who knows as well as 
any body how to conduct her little ar- 
M mee with drin te; 


This was coming to the point, the lady 
now under examination, was to confirm or 
aboliſh my ſkill in phyſiognomy, ſuppoſing 
all juſt allowances to be made on the ſcore 
of exaggeration. 


7 How delightful,” Haid lady Bell, ſee- 
ing with what avidity I attended to her un- 
wearied powers, how delightful to meet 
in ſo young a man, with ſo much ſeri- 
_ © ouſneſs, ſo much ſound underſtanding, {o- 
« great a defire for information, as I find 
* in you, it is really wonderful at your 
7 « years. Oh ! what divine harmony, what- 
c rapturous enjoyment, when kindred minds 
* mingle together, in all the ſweets of con- 
« fidence.” 


5 But my e Madam, 100 1. 76 
mpting her, apprehenſive that ſhe was go- 
I 3. ing 
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ing to propoſe between us an indiffoluble 
union, © your goodneſs to me, makes you 
« forget that you were ſpeaking of lady 
_ « Wiliminia Raymond. I think your lady- 
* ſhip ſaid that ſhe knew how to conduct 
er e with 5 t 3 


« You are very good to put me in re- 
“ membrance, I as ſeldom forget thefe 
2 things as moſt people, but when one's 
ac memory is ſtored with much, if a little 
« eſcape, it may be pardonable; as to the 
affair of lady Wiliminia, it has been ſo 
long on the tapis that it is grown quite 
« ſtale; her huſband is the only perſon upon 
*the face of the earth who ſhuts his eyes to 
« her infidelitics ; we have been more than 
« two months expecting to hear of a divotce, 
* every hour, when all on a ſudden, the 
* world were faſcinated into ſilence, by ſee- 
« ing the huſband leagued with the lover, 
« always together, always as you now ſee 
„them lounging arm in arm, ſometimes 
« with the object of their affections walk- 


cc ing. 
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c ing, ſometimes riding, on one hand 
« Marchmeer, on the other Raymond, ſo 
] leave you to judge, whether ſhe muſt 
* not be an excellent contriver.“ . 

*« But ſuppoſe Madam, ſhe ſhould have 
« ſeen her fault, repented, and been for- 
« given? 


3 7 


« Alas! poor thing, ſhe repent, I have 

'« a great deal of pity for her, and ſhould be 
glad to ſuppoſe ſuch a change poſſible. 
She dotes upon Marchmeer, who they ſay, 
" tired of her partiality, is ſhearing off, 
c with all decent expedition. I really be- 
« lieve this report to be a true one, or what 
* ſhould make her ladyſnip run about the 
country after fortune tellers? It was only 
«a few days fince as I went to viſita friend 
© of mine at Norwood, the receptacle for 
« thoſe vagabonds; I paſſed by her carri- 
« age, and ſaw her with my own. eyes 
« ſitting vis a vis to an old gipſy hag, 
« who as ſhe examined the lines of her hand 
LI, 4 nn 


«/Jeered fo ſignificantly, that I could {wear 
* the was engaging for what will never be 
« eſtabliſhed, the conſtancy of Marchmeer.” 


CHAP, XVIII. 


The beginni ng of 9 M ery. 


| pln Bel, having 4 with 0 
Wiliminia looked round for a new ſub- 
je, and fixing on a female of ſome beauty 
had juſt exclaimed, * what a fright! when 
our tote a itte was interrupted by a very 
| 1 accident. 


Trimbuſh being unadviſed of my folicity, 


and defirous to know what was become of 


927 had through the * of the ſer- 
vants 3 
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Whilſt I was aſking permiſſion to en- 
quire, what could have cauſed an interrup- 
tion ſo unſeaſonable, the porter brought in 
a letter, which he ſaid came by expreſs 
from Wiltſhire ; Sir Edward broke the ſeal 
with a trembling impatience, whilſt Mam- 
ma, with a countenance not more com- 
poſed, leaning over. his ſhoulder, ſeemed to 
devour the contents. Thank God,” cried 
ſhe, © for a preſent misfortune which may 
« turn out a future bleſſing, you will go my 
« dear, I am ſure you will go to him in this 
© CXIgence.” 


7 OY 
8 
45 
4 , 6 
E 


> * 


« Yes my he, I ſhall 80 immediacy, 
« and take Delves with me.” 


+ . 


| * you muſt not travel by night, 
indeed you muſt not travel in the dark, 
« I cannot riſk the facrifice of every thing 
e that is deareſt to me on earth; either to 
* kindneſs for the poor ſufferer, or to thy 
© Cares far, the intereſt of this beloved boy. 
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« My life,” replied Sir Edward, wrap. 
ping his arms round her no longer flen- 
der waiſt, * you have nothing to fear for 
my ſafety, but every thing to hope from 
t my ſucceſs; the day is not far off, it will 
< be here before the carriage can be got 
ready for our departure; in the mean time, 
1 let me lead you to your chamber.” To 
this propoſal ſhe aſſented, tenderly em- 
| braced me, a tear fell from her eye, and 
reſted on my hand, as ſhe faid in a voice 
ſtifled with emotions, ** for the ſake of his 
angel mother, au ful Heaven! take him 
2 under re N protection. 


She was gone, and affonithirienc had Cap- 
tivated my utterance, I could er. ſay to 
myſelf, when I ſaw her no more, „ if you | 


. are not that angel mother, if Sir Edward 


« js not my father, who am I, what am J, 

* who are my parents?“ The family of 
eomplexed ideas that ruſhed into my foul, 
I could neither aſſort or fupport ; the more 
I tried to collect them, the more they were 
* 3 mme 
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vants, followed them into the room; and 


paſſing under a card-table; . which imped- 
ed our meeting rather than make towards 
me by the longeft way about, the event 
was exactly what might have been expett- 
ed, cards; counters, candles, table; all fell to 
the ground; one lady had her petticoat ſet 
in a flame, every man flew to extinguiſh it, 
every woman ſcreamed, and Lady Bell 
would have fainted in my arms, if Trim- 
buſh had given her any encouragement, 
who on the contrary, feeing me inthralled 
againft my will, began to accompliſh my 


releafe with fuch violence, that I was forced 


to drag him out of the room, and was fo 
much aſhamed of his ill- breeding, as not to 
return any more until all the affrighted and 
Ws en had nn WAL 
The latter part of: this evening] paſſed 
much more agreeably to the whole of our 
little domeſtic cirele, than the commence- 
ment of it; Sir Edward and Lady Eveline 


wee wirhout ceaſing, at my obſerva- 


15 tions 


6 


tions on Aſſemblies, as well as the members 
who compoſe them; then it was Mamma 
gave me that ſhort ſtricture, which made 
its appearance in the laſt chapter, and the 
time-piece over the chimney had ſtruck 
one, befot any motion was made to ſepa- 
Tate. 

FE «It 18 time to 3 oy faid 8 
Delves light your taper, give me mine, 
« and ring the bell for our ſervants.” | 


ad loud knocking at the ſtreet door mage 
os: ſtart, ** what can that mean?” ſhe cried 
* pale 5 death. | 


pa Oh 1 my ct replied Six Ed. 
1 for God fake, do not alarm your- 
« ſelf, it can be only occaſioned by ſome of 
* thoſe ſtragglers who emigrate from aſ- 

ſembly to aſſembly, and expect to find 
at all houſes, all doors open out their ad- 
HS | mittance.” | 


| Whit 
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« to loſe, * my dear ſon, prepare for your 
journey, and know that when I reſign 
« you into the arms of your family, it will 
« be an exchange very much to- N ad- 
4 vantage.” ; 

This hint produced a revolution in my 
mortified ſpirits ; then J am ſtill a gentle- 
man, thought I, and flew with avidity to 
put myſelf in readineſs. 


I found Alexander in my chamber, very 
buſily making up a ſmall package of linen; 
he was ſmiling to himſelf, as though he had 


a good preſentiment of the expedition, for 


which he was making preparations. I aſked 
no queſtions, but bidding him bring my 
cloatas, changed them for thoſe I had on 


as faſt as I could; the ſhort time he was 


aſſiſting me in this operation, his joy be- 
trayed him into the moſt ridiculous miſ- 
takes, inſtead of the arms, he put the flaps 
of the coat over my ſhoulders, inſtead 
of boots, brought me my ſlippers, and 

1 when 
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when I told him 1 believed he was eicher 
mad, or drunk, * like enough your 
% nour,“ he replied, and fo would all 
< beſt ſoldier in his Majefty's ſervice, when 
« ſuch preferment ftared him in the face; 
« your honour remembers dy'e ſee, your 
« promiſe, that when you are a great man, 
Jam to have a command in your houſe- 
« hold.“ E 


« F. fhall keep my word,” 5 replied I, 
os jou! take care of Trimbuſh in 


| Len hall mover Stn offi duty in 
that quarterFour honour, I ſhall-be proud 
to ferve him with the ſame reſpect that 
* Ib your eee 3 


1 
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| ſcattered ; I was under the reſtriction of 
ſilence, reſpecting whatever had a reference 
to my own ſituation, thoſe kind protectors, 
whom I till now fo confidently ſuppoſed 
to be the authors of my exiſtence, had ex 
acted it as a proof of my obedience, which 
I ever invariably held ſacred, and now de- 
termined not to forfeit it, fo much as even 
by renewing my queſtions to Alexander, 
which from a ſcruple of conſcience, I had 
long ceaſed putting to him; I was ſure he 
| knew a great deal, but I found in my child- 
hood, his fecrecy incorruptible, and now 
that I verged on manhood,” I made no at- 
ps to gs u. in Bris 


When Sir Edward returned, cs to OR 
gin our journey, he found me walking about 
in evident diſorder, and totally unprepared 
to attend him ; he took no notice of my 
confuſion, but only adviſed me to put on a 
warmer coat, with another over it, to keep 
out the cold air of the morning. I aſked it 
Alexander was to go with us? He ſaid 
« there 
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there would be no occaſion for the at- 
'* tendance of Alexander, his ſervants, and 
« thoſe of the houſe to which we were g0- 
ing, being intirely my own. I am ſen- 
ſible,” he added, © that what you have ſeen, 
« and heard, in the laſt half hour, muſt ap- 
spear extremely myſterious ; I am thank. 
ful that you do not importune me for an 
« explanation, . which ſhall be protracted 
« only till it will beſt coincide with your 
« jntercſt to draw aſide the veil.” 55 


I kiſfed the hands of my adopted father, 
aſſuring. him. of my reſpect for his com- 
mands, and of my perfect diſpoſition to 
wait his pleaſure, having found under his 
protection every ad vantage, every tenderneſs b 
it was poſſible J ſhould have experienced, 
from the author of my being. 


4 Perhaps, ſaid He, vou will be ſoon 
e releaſed from your preſent ſtate of ſuſ- 
« pence, I cannot aſcertain that it 11] be ſo, 
but I hope it way, we have not a moment 
#4 cc to 
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CHAP. XIX. 
Journey begun and ended in a few Words. 


A MESSAGE from Sir Edward called 
1X me away, without waiting to hear 
the concluſion of his comparative flouriſh, 


Six horſes, were put to the travelling 
chaife, the morning dawned, a dead filence 
" reigned through the ftreets, broken only 
by the hoarſe and diftant voice of watch- 
men, proclaiming paſt three o'clock. Our 
fiery ſteeds, ſpurred on by the poſtillions, as 
the poſtillions had been by the commands. 
of their maſter, flew rather than gallopped, 
illuminating their heels with ſparks, emit-. 
ted from the ſtones over which they bound- 

. 928 e 
cc We : 
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« We have neither of us been in bed,” 
ſaid Sir Edward, on entering the ſandy road 
at Hide-Park-Corner, © it is therefore my 
« advice, that we ſhould both endeavour to 
te make {ſleep the companion of our jour- 
« ney.” He drew on his night-cap, repoſ- 
ed his head againſt the fide of the carriage, 
and preſently I perceived by his breathing 
[ that he had fallen into a real or fictitious 
ſlumber ; ; 1 knew from experience, that 
this younger branch of death's family, is 
| eaſily enough repreſented ; I ſaw alſo that 
my adopted father did not ſeem caſy un- 
der the reſerve neceſſity forced him to 
treat me with, on my own affairs; I con- | 

cluded he had pretended the want of reſt, ; 
to avoid any converſation which might 
lead to my preſent intereſting ſituation; ſ » 
and taking poſſeſſion of the poſt, oppoſite c 
to the one he occupied, I indulged my ima- | u 
gination with ſuch amazing flights 1 into the 
regions of con) jecture, that at laſt wearied I} « 
in the purſuit of cauſes, which were not at- I 


ö e 0 dropped her Pinions, my 
ee 
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eyes Cloſed, and I awoke no more till our 
carriage ſtopped at the very gates, where I 
expected it would ſtop, even at the lodges 
which bounded the entrance to the ſolitary 


reſidence of the hypochondriac. 
CHAP. XX. 
New Feelings take Place of old. Ones. 


Gun; Edward aſked ſome queſtions of the 


porter, but as he ſpoke low, and out of 


the ſide glaſs, I neither heard the queſtion, 
or the anſwer, © There has been a dreadful 
* fire in this houſe,” ſaid he as we drove 
up the avenue, © and the good old Lord, 
whom you ſaw in your way from Wales 


* 


* to Eveline- Lodge, has ſuffered ſo ſevere 
*a ſhock occaſioned by the accident 9 


* his life 1 is deſpaired of.” 2588 
The 
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The inviſible hand of nature preſſed 
upon my heart, daſhed from it in a mo- 
ment all the former ſentiments it had im- 
bibed for the invalid, and planted there ſceds 
of compaſſion, and reverence ſpringing per- 
haps from the harveſt of my travelling re- 
flections, which had produced a crowd of 
evidences, to perſuade me that this whim- 
Heal peer, of whoſe title 1 had been kept 
in ignorance, made by ſome chance or 
other a conſiderable figure in the ſum of 
my pretenſions to gentility ; without this 
_ conſideration, I honeſtly confeſs, I might 
not have ſighed, and changed colour as J 

did, when informed that his life was in 
danger; I might not have replied to Sir 
Edward, preſſing his hand with uncounter- 
Feit emotion, Oh: my dear father, may 
« God prolong his exiſtence !** yet unim- 


| preſſed by nature, my pity would have 


been moved, and I thould have felt, though 
probably with leſs - acuteneſs, for any hu- 
man being, under ſuch calamitous circum- 


52 
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er Theſe emotions do you credit,” faid | 
Sir Edward, © they diſcover, that you have 


* penetration, as well as tenderneſs; en- 


« courage for Lord Bellhaven every reſ- 
« pectful, every affectionate impulſe, of 
« which I remark with tranſport your ſoul 
« is highly capable ; whatever ſums of love, 
« and reverence, you advance to this No- 
« bleman, his children of the fifth genera- 
« tion ſhall pay you back with accumulated 
«© intereſt.” 


It was impoſſible to miſunderſtand a de- 
claration, ſo unequivocal ; I would have 
exclaimed, © This unhappy ſufferer is then 
my grandfather,” but the words died on 
my lips, ſeeing him turn his head haſtily 
about, as if he neither deſired or expected 


that I ſhould make him any reply. 


As we n nearer the caſtle, the 
ſmell of ſmoke was almoſt ſuffocating, and 
the devaſtation, cauſed by the fire hardly 


yet extinguiſhed, apparent in the North 


wing 
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wing of which, nothing but the walls re- 
mained ſtanding ; on the fame ſide of the 
avenue, ſome of the neareſt trees were 
much burnt, and others ſcorched as if 
ſtruck by lightning ; it was altogether a 
deplorable ſpectacle, which added to the 
thoughts of what fatal conſequences were 
likely to fall on its venerable owner, pro- 
duced ſo ſtrange an effect on my ſpirits, 
that I entered the houſe not only ſerious, 
but trembling, and agitated; I had thrown 
myſelf into the firſt chair that came in my 
- way, whilſt Sir Edward waited to ſpeak in 
private with Doctor Rowney, to whom he 
ſent a meſſage, ſignifying our arrival; 
walking about in the mean time, anxiety 
I 

V 


in his countenance, and impatience in his 

ſtep ; often he would ſtop oppoſite to me, 

fix his eyes on my face, look as though he 

intended to ſay ſomething important ; then 

with an air of irreſolution, turn from me as D 

throwing a check over his inclinations. | cc 
| Dc 
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At laſt he drew from his pocket a ſealed 
packet, which he put into my hands, bid- 
ding me read it at my leiſure, adding, “ it 
js the hiſtory of a Lady, whoſe memory 
« will be dear to you; my wife has pre- 
e pared it for your inſpection, ſhe has more 
« of the ſame manuſcript, but not for your 


_« peruſal at the preſent moment.“ 


My eagerneſs to examine the contents of 
this precious depoſit was fo great, that 1 


would immediately have broken the ſeal, 


if Sir Edward had not bid me defer the 


gratification of my curioſity until I retired 


to my own apartment, where it was proba- 
ble I ſhould paſs many hours, whilſt he 
might be employed elſewhere on my ſer- 
vice. | 


It was more than ten minutes, before 
Doctor Rowney joined us, and then with a 
countenance fo ſolemn, as ſeemed to prog- 
noſticate no great hopes of his patient. 
. ſhook Sir Edward by the hand, he 

bowed 
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bowed coldly to his old acquaintance, as to 
a ſtranger, whom he had never ſeen; but 

when I put him in mind, that this was not 
our firſt interview, all his gravity vaniſhed, 
and his eyes ſparkled with delight. 


e Good God,” ctied he, * is it poſſible 

« Sir Edward, that our dear diminutive 
« Delves, ſhould in ſo few years, have ſhot 
«up to this tall graceful lovely youth? 
Forgive my vanity reader, how well has 
cc nature fitted him for“ | | 


e We will talk of that hereafter,” ſaid a 
Sir Edward, interrupting him, © let us nor 
« ſpeak of Lord Bellhaven ; have you any 
« hopes of him, Doctor? : 


He ſhook his head; © none that on my 
ce own ſingle judgment I dare to entertain, 
« but my brethren-of the faculty are rather 
«© more ſanguine, we have had one conſul- 
«tation ſince the accident happened, and 
* this evening we are to have another.“ 

; TE 7p Sir 


A WELCH TALE. 193 


Sir Edward conſidered for a moment, 
and then aſked © if it were better that he 
< ſhould have his audience before, or after 
« thisſecond conſultation had taken place? 
and was adviſed by all means, © not to delay 


s the buſineſs upon which he came, look- 


ing on me. as he gave his opinion; be- 
« cauſe he had his doubts, whether the ſub. 
t ject of it would be on this fide of eter- 
e nity, at the hour appointed for the meet- 
ing; his Lordſhip ſleeps at preſent,“ he 
added, * if he ſhould wake again, of which 
his pulſe promiſes no certainty, you muſt 

* ſpeak-to him, for as the powers of his 


body dec reaſes, thoſe of his mind ſtrength- 


en. The ſame accident that has been 
« the deſtroyer of his life, has been the re- 
ſurrection of his ſenſes ; the virtues of his 
heart, and the clearpeſs of his under- 
« ſtanding were never more perfect; he 
* knows I have ſent to you, as well as to his 
* ſon ; him he does not expect to ſee, you he 
does, he alſo wiſhed to have embraced 
0 Lady Eveline before his death; but on 

Vol. II. e being 
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« being told of her happy ſituation, which 
« made it dangerous for her to undertake 
e the journey, he bleſſed God for the occa- 
« fjon of his own diſappointment. He has 
* alſo ſpoke much hg his deceaſed favourite, 
«and wiſhed— 


Again Sir Edward prevented his pro- 
ceeding by requeſting to be informed of all 
the particulars, which were not contained 
in the letter he ſent him, by expreſs ; for 
my part, not being defired to withdraw, [ 
became the very ſtatue of attention, - that [ 
might loſe no ſyllable, in a converſation 
every word of which intereſted me en 

all deſcription. 


Doctor Rowney faid, he would firſt 
look upon his patient, whoſe ſituation 


was extremely critical, and afterwards . 
obey the commands of Sir Edward; his 
Lordſhip was on the ground floor, only 

one room from the apartment we oc- . 
cupied; the doctor remained with him 5 


about five minutes, during which time the 
ſervants 
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| ſervants came in with refreſhments, and 
carried in their mournful looks, the unde- 


niable teſtimony of their Lord's graciouſ- 
neſs ; it was that ſort of affectionate ſorrow 
which ſpoke him their benefactor, as well 
as their maſter, 


Sir Edward had freed me to ſwallow a 


| ſmall baſon of chocolate, and had taken one 


himſelf. When Doctor Rowney returned, an 
impulſive emotion hurried me to meet him 
at the door ; it would admit of no regu- 
lation, and I afked him with trembling 
impetuoſity, if now he could not afford a 
little hope that I might mingle with the 
fears he had raiſed in my ſoul, for the fate 


of Lord Bellhaven ? Sir Edward and him 


looked at each other, he prefſed my hand, 
aſſuring me that his Lordſhip ſlept more 
compoſed, that his pulſe were ” 
that he would venture to ſay no more. Sir 
Edward put him in mind of his promiſe, 
and what follows, were the particulars. he 
gave us of the dreadful diſaſter. 
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ce There is a cloſet,” ſaid he, ce in the 
chamber my Lord lately occupied, where 
the houſe- maid keeps dry od for light- 
ing the fires, a ſpark had fallen amongſt 
« it, and muſt, as it is ſuppoſed, have been 
5 burning for many days, as when the 
« flames broke out, they ſpread with ſuch 
violent rapidity, that all efforts were in 
vain to ſtop its progreſs, until the north 
ing was utterly demoliſhed. I did not 
* then ſend to you, becauſe the fatal 

© conſequence that has attended this mis- 
e fortunt was unforeſeen; beſjdes all my 
e thoughts, all my cares, were engroſſed to 
e prevent it. My Lord was borne from 
« his chamber by violence, for though he 
might have eſcaped, he refuſed to do ſo; 
«he raved on the ſubject which has oc- 
e cupied him more than twenty years; de- 
« clared it was the general conflagration, 
from which he would have ſaved man- 
«kind, if they had not ſet their faces. againſt 
« it, but "NOW that it was ſo 2 he was 


* _ 
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* reſigned to his fate, nor would move 
* from the ſpot where he was deſtined to 
© meet it; only regretting the abſence of 
his children, meaning his ſan and Lady 


Eveline, that their aſſies might have been 


* mingled with his; the reſiſtance he made 
in the ſtruggle of removing him, cauſed. 


* the burſting of a blood-veſſel, and I fear 
* will end in Las diſſolution.“ 
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CHAP. XXI. 


There are Moments when a Man does not know 
what will ſatisfy his Wiſhes. 


ET us go,” faid Sir Edward, “ to 
Lord Bellhaven's chamber, and wait 
be "there until he awakens,” 


cc 


« We muſt not ſubject him to a ſudden 
« ſurprize, returned the Doctor, © for al- 
though his intellets may laſt as long 
as himſelf, running ſmoothly on even 
« ground, yet a ſecond overturn is to be 
* dreaded, ſhould we throw in his way 
« the ſmalleſt impediment ; he expects you, 
« but he muſt be told you are come, before 
1 you ſee him.” 


«c Be 
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« Be it ſo,” replied Sir Edward, © how- 
« ever let us remain in his Lordſhip's anti- 
« room, until you have prepared him for 
« my reception; in the mean time, I am 
« miſtaken if Delves does not find enough 
employment, to fix his attention, in ex- 
« amining certain papers I have put into 
his poſſeſſion.” T 


For God ſake!” I exclaimed, „ for 
“God fake, my dear father, tell me, do 
* they concern any part of that family, to 
* whom nature has e me? do they 
8 peak of my moth 


He laid his fingers on my lips, affec- 
tionately preſſed my hand, bid me be pa- 
tient, and went out with Doctor Rowney. 
1 gueſſed they were gone to converſe to- 
gether, with the greater freedom; I ſup- 
poſed myſelf to be the principal object of 
their conſultation, IJ would have been with 
them in the moment of their privacy; I 

1 would 
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would have followed them to the bed of 
my grandfather. I had collected ſufficient 
proofs, that I. was really the defcendant of 
Lord Bellhaven; I would have anticipated 
time to know if he could be prevailed upon 
to acknowledge me for his grandſon, in 
ſhort my whole frame was agitated; I was 
ſorry they were retired without me, yet I 
was glad to be alone. I threw myſelf on a 
ſofa, broke the ſeals of my packet, ſaw it 
was written by Lady Eveline, and read thoſe | 
words on the envelope. | 


— 


y 


ue The firſt part of : Flifery, intereſting to 
the dear Youth of my tendereft Affection.” 


_ Caſting. my eyes over the manuſcript, 1 
was ſtruck with the eraſure of feveral words, 
which on nearer inſpection, I found to be 
names altered; theſe which remained, inter- 
lining, thofe that had preceded them were 

ſo compleatly expunged, that though E held 
them to the light, in every poſſible direc- 
You, rubbed and ſcraped them, until the 


paper 


Ge 
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paper was perfectly fcarified,” I could not 
make out a ſingle letter of the names that- 
had been obliterated, and for - ſuch: were 
ſubſtituted thoſe of Lord Bellhaven, and - 
Lord Talbot; there were no others which 
had ſuffered any alteration, from the pen of 
Lady Eveline; however, that of Talbot, 
made me recollect ſamething I had heard 
in former times, concerning a Lord Talbot. 
What that ſomething was, did not imme- 0 
diately recur to my memory, and impatience L 0 
to become maſter of the whole contents of 1 ö 
the precious depoſit, left me no time for re- 1 
flectien; I read, * . ain may read if oi 
be da ven lice dl = 
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ue Hiſtory. | 
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| * FT was a tempeſtuous night, the wind 
[ A blew a hurricane. The hurricane 
W - *< ſwept before its cutting blaſt, the thinly 
4 « ſcattered ' fragments of a beautiful au- 
% tumn. Rain, hail, ſnow, all united to 
form a torrent that ſeemed to threaten a 
« ſecond deluge, and filled with the ſtrong- 
« eſt alarms the heart of a tender huſband, 
for the ſafety of a beloved wife, whom he 
« was conducting from his ſeat, in North 
<e/ Wales, to a reſidence in England, that 
4 had been prepared for her reception, be- 

fore ſhe became a mother; many cir- 
cumſtances 
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& cumſtances : had detained them in the 
« country beyond the time prudence 
« would have dictated; or any AE 
« TP Rind them 8 with. Len 


42 


"7" 


5 78 Either We fright e or 1 tha lady 
7 « fole] herſelf extremely indiſpoſed at the foot 
e of one of thoſe bleak mountains,,whoſe am- 
« bitious aſpirings promiſes neither hoſpita- 
* lity or ſhelter to the ſtorm-pelted traveller. 
Mr. Delves diſtracted at the condition of 
« his wife, left her to the care of her wo- 
men, got out of the carriage, mounted one 
« of the ſervant's horſes, and galloped off 
in purſuit of ſome cottage or _ houſe, to 
«which the; might be conveyed. 3 he or- 
dered that the coach ſhould follow. him 
e with the leaſt poſſible motion, and in half 
dan hour it arrived at the door of à ſmall 
; 8 cabin, at Which the coachman halted, . 
* enquiring if a gentleman on horſeback 
t had ſtopped there? An old woman, told 


1 him in her native Welch, which none of 
- 5 the other ſeryants underſtood, that ſuch a 
8 „ a ' perſon 


A. 


204 5 DELYES, © 


es perſon as he deſcribed nad rale up do the 
* dobr, and aſked lodgings for a fick lady, 
but that having no accommodation, ſhe 
« had directed him about a mile farther, to. 
* the houſe of a great Lord, where he would 
be ſure 10 find plenty of every thing he 
«ſtood in need! of; pointing out the road 
they were to take, Nw order of the Aer 
ieh. itt 3 HG IIR A | 
alert boric; on Toes city Aa = * 
The ſtorri eiiaverh? moment bee new 
&« force; the thunder rolled over their heads, 
the lightning forked into a thouſand di- 
1 rections as they. approached Caſtle Tal- 
bot: the glaſs dome of which illuminated 
 *;byburning flaſhes, emitted from the tur- 
t butent' clouds, Was am gbject that inſpired 
Mrs. Delves and her attendants with 
confidence. Sh wobdered indeed, when 
they were arrived alnioſt to the gates of 
*:this- andgaificent- edifice, "that ber huf- 
band had not returned to conduct her; 
00 ſhe had oppoſed his leaving her, with the 


;*befſt powers ſbe I" under her bo- 
nene | 25 | M dily 


- 
2 : 
- 
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« dily infliftions, but the deſire of ſecuring 
« her an aſylum, had made him deaf to her 
« cries, tears, and intreaties; the new ſhock 


« of not finding him there to receive her 


«© produced freſh pangs, and the nurſe, who: 
« travelled in her fuit, called out to the ſer- 
« vants,- bidding them knock and ring 
« without ceaſing, until ſomebody came to 
the aſſiſtance of her miſtreſs,” u hom ſhe 
could no longer fupport, AY and 
* ee en — * a 


* 2 


* ; Several: an me ran out 
* „Wich lights, followed by Lord Bellhaven, 
ec who timfelf aflifted to Hft the miferable 
< wife fram the carriage; her firſt queſtion 


7 f 


* ſeemed x0- fill him with aſtoniſhment... 


Where, cried ſhe, is my huſband t ſor the 
joe of Heaven, if you would ſave my 
«life, convince me that no accident has 
« befallen him.” 0030, R269) of 3 


21-00 My dear and be compoſed, ten- 
eee this good. Lord of the (fa. 
= © maritine 
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206 pers, 
ce maritine W if he has Promiſed 
ce to. meet Tu here . on It——" 

« Oh God L Gin 3 1 to 
« meet me!] the then relapſed into a ſtate 
of inſenſibility, was carried to the houſe, 
e put to bed, and every poſſible aſſiſtance 
« adminiſtered to her relief. Lady Bell. 
« haven had juſt at this critical juncture 
« been ſafely delivered d a; ſon. The /age 
ec fexane was {till at the Caſtle, and called 
<« upon to attend the ſuffering ſtranger, 
« but whilſt her arrival was cautiouſly. con- 
« cealed from the new made mother, her 
Lord occupied himſelf in gaining ſuch 

intelligence from the ſervants, as filled 
* him u ith reaſonable apprehenſions for 
te the fate of their maſter, with whoſe con- 
_ « ſequence and character he was well ac- 
* quainted, although perſonally unknown 


| Ne to each other, 


« Dreadful as the ſtorm continued, he 
Ke went out t himſelf, and ſent his domeſtics 
08 « ſeveral 
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« ſeveral ways, if poſſible, to diſcover the 
r unfortunate traveller. He took that path 
« where he moſt ſuſpected an- accident 
« might Have happened, and was but a too 
good prognoſticator. Not far from the | 
« cabin, whence the affectionate huſband 
« fatally took his directions to Caſtle Tal- 
« bot, his Lordſhip recollected there were 
« ſudden and ſhort deſcents, extremely dan. 
« gerous to uninformed travellers, of which 
10 perhaps his old directreſs had omitted to 
give him notice, and with trembling ſteps 
cc, drawing near one of the moſt deep, of 
« courſe moſt dangerous dechvities, be- 
« ing ſurrounded with Mr. Delves's ſer- 
vants, who carried lanthorns, he looked 
« down and ſaw at the bottom two figures; 
« one as he ſuppoſed. of a man laying. on 
« the ground, the other of a horſe ſtanding 
« near him, Lord. Bellhaven glowing with 
« that humanity, for which he is molt of all 
men living diſtinguiſhed, at the riſk of 
his own ſafety ſuddenly deſeended into 
the almoſt perpendicular abyſs; one by 
© one, 
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one the fervants followed the example he 
& fet them, and having examined the fea- 
«tures of the fallen victim by the lights 
15 they held, with the moſt touching lamen- 
0 tations they acknowledged him to have 


- been their maſter ; a taſter, who by. his 


virtues had rendered himſelf ſo beloved, 
« that the expreſſion of their ſorrows had 


in it more the language of children 


6 mourning for a father, than of hirelings 
= . _— evi for their own intereſt, 


e 
I * 13 


4 "Y not think he is n dead, „ 0 


* eſis Lordſhip, ſomething may yet be done 
0 fave him, if we could but take him up 


the fide of the precipice, and convey 
him to the Caſtle.” That my Lord, 
« may be done, cried the domeſtics, let 
elle body be laſhed on upon two of us 
«25 we lie flat on our faces, and we will 


bring him up, or loſe our lives in the 
trial.“ Lord Talbot faw no better ex- 


pedient, in a moment every man as well 


* as himſelf had ſtripped olf his garters, 


\ | CC d 


A : 


« at-laſt attained the ſurnmit. 


cc ble 
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and having tied the body between them, 
« ſo that it could receive no more bruiſes, 
« creeping on their hands and knees; they 


*The cottage being fo much nearer than 
« the Caſtle, they carried their lifeleſs-bur- 
then to the former, where after having 
« diſpatched orders for a carriage to be ſent 
and a ſurgeon to attend, Lord Bellhaven 
began to examine the ſtate of the body, 
Which ſtill retained ſome vital warmth: 
% none of the bones were broken, nor dic 
« there appear any wound, that he eould 
* difcover. He forced open the teeth 
* which were elenched, and paured down 
a cordial he had brought with him; he 
* alfo with a ſharp pen- knife, for the firſt 
time in his life, ventured to open a 
% vein, a few drops of bleod followed, and 
vhen the ſurgeon of his houſehold arriv- 
ed, ſ) mptoms of reſpiration were viſi- 


3 


« Such 
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e Such was the condition in which Mr. 


« Delves was tranſported, from the cabin 


* to Caſtle Talbot, inſenſible to his own 
« ſituation, as well as to the excruciating 
« tortures of his adored wife, who at the 
« ſame moment contended with diftrac- 
te tion, convulſions, and the pains of labour. 


« Whilſt her own women, and ſome of 


« Lady Bellhaven's, remained in the cham- 
« ber of Mrs. Delves ; Lord Bellhaven fat 
e by the bed-ſide of her huſband, anxioufly 
waiting his return to life, which happen- 
«ed in a ſhorter time than might have 
ee been expected, but attended by certain 
« ſymptoms, inimical to hope. Another 
« ſurgeon had been ſent for, and the pa- 
« tient by both was announced a dead man, 
« without: any poſſibility of eſcaping the 
« ſentence by any other means, and even 
te that very uncertain in its ſucceſs, than 
« ſubmitting to the operation of trepaning, 
« his ſkull being Moſt dreadfully fractured. 


18 « A; 


N 
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« As they conſulted together the object of 
© their care, who had not yet made any effort 
« to ſpeak, pronouced the word * No.“ Lord 
« Bellhaven preſſed his hand, and beckoned 
«to the ſurgeons to withdraw, as he ob- 
« ſerved the dying man ſtrain his eyes to 


fix them on their faces, with inſanity in 


« their expreſſion. When he ſaw they had 
* left the room, after ſeveral trials to arti- 
e culate, he aſked, © where am I ?—whert is 
“my ' he could proceed no further. 
Mou are,” ſaid his Lordſhip, with a 


* a friend, your amiable wife is alſo under 
« the ſame protection; compoſe yourſelf, 
and endeavour to get well, that to-mor= 


*row you may be re-united.” Whilſt he 
« was yet ſpeaking, the wretched huſband 


ee had fallen into a doze, in which he con- 
*tinued the remainder of the night; 


* watched by his noble hoſt, who, never 
* quitted his bed, but to ſpeak with the 
'* ſurgeons who attended, in a diſtant part 
* of the chamber. © 
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& Towards the daun of day, he ſcemed 
«to ſleep ſo ſound, that notwithſtanding 
«all: that had been fbrſeen by the gentle. 
e men of the faculty, Lord Talbot would 
« not permit himſelf to ſuppoſe the patient 
Oo rendered dear to him, by the very acts of 
« Kindneſs he had conferred upon him, 
« could actually be in ſo great danger as 
« they repreſented ; in this opinion he was 
the more eſtabliſhed, when Mr, Delves 
© awakening' from a ſleep of many hours 
«* zſked for chocolate in a ſtrong voice, 
* though his ideas ſilt ſeemed. confuſed, 
« which confuſion alſo geen a5 Ioon a as 
=" he had inkew e 


He now died che reaſons; 1 he 
did not ſee his wife near him? and was 
told, that having that night been deliver- 
r ed of two-daughters; ſhe could only ſend 
c him Her deareſt remembrances, and her 
< intreaties, that he would not attempt to 
« leave his room, till he could de ſo with 
ho Py to. - himſelf. | 


1 know 
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«I know my own ſituation,” he ſaid, I 
know we ſhall meet no more in this 
« world, but let me behold my children, 
let me embrace and bleſs them once be- 
« fore J am taken from them for ever.” 
„The infants were brought to /him—his 
« wife was no more - ſhe had expired in 
| 5 giving them birth. The tender father 
| « ſhed torrents of tears over the lovely 
« ſtrangers, but the death of their mother 


, vas carefully concealed from him during 
1 © the few hours he ſurvived her. In the 
; « intermediate time, having underſtood 
from his attendants, to whom he was in- 


* debted not only for the rights of hoſpi- 
? re tality, but alſo for the exertions of more 
e than friendſhip, of almoſt. fraternal affec- 
tion; * e A g1ViDg di- 


d 85 Sk by - his own canine pm wuſten: for — 
er his infant daughters, inveſting him with 
oh © unreſtrained authority over their vaſt for- 
th «tunes, as well as their -perſons, ſhould 

" they. have the miatacune to loſe their 


* mother, 


2W 
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'* mother, who would, if ſpared to them, he 
ee ſaid, be the natural, the prudent, and the 
cc affectionate guardian of their conduct. 


Until this momentous affair was final- 
ce ly finiſhed, he ſignified no deſire to ſee 
< the wife he adored, and from whom he 
ee expected an eternal ſeparation ; but no 
« ſooner had the will been executed, than 
ce he requeſted he might be carried to 
te her apartment. Lord Talbot ſhuddered 
«at the propoſition, repreſented the fatal 
te conſequence which would probably at- 
« tend ſuch an indulgence, in her preſent 
« ſituation, without confeſſing that ſhe had 
te preceded his departure; talked of defer- 
«© ing their interview a little longer, and re- 
« peated the ſtrongeſt intreaties, that he 

would ſubmit to the trepan, but in vain; 
4 hefaid it was too late. The prediction was 
«too ſoon verified, he died the ſame night, 
* and the remains of this unfortunate 
ce couple were depoſited together in the 
family vault, * to that noble 
| . 
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c houſe, to whom the dying father had 
attached the fate of his orphan 2 


„ 


* 


C H AP; 2m 


Copitations. 


| AM now going to interrupt the courſe 
of this pathetic narrative, to ſay what 
were my feelings, what were my reflections 
whilſt reading, or rather devouring the 
contents of the manuſcript, which involun-- 
. W farily I ſteeped in my tears. This is no 
fictitious ſorrow, I cried, neither daes it 
ſpring from ſympathy merely, there muſt 
de a deeper cauſe for the anguiſh I expe- 
e |  rience for theſe intereſting victims; I muſt 
5 certainly 
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certainly belong to them; it is the voice of 


nature that can alone excite the emotions 
with which I participate their melancholy 


fate I bear their name I feel my affinity | 


to them—am I their fon ? how then can 
Lord Bellhaven be my orandfather ?—No, 
two daughters are only mentioned; had] 
been their ſon, would they have caſt me 
from them? would they have diſowned and 
even in their laſt moments, have neglected a 
child, who never could have offended them? 
The more I reaſoned, the more I was con- 
fuſcd + I looked from the firſt to the laſt 
line of the manuſcript, ſearching for a date, 
but no date was to be found. I grew weary 
of conjcctures, and returned with avidity to 


the unexamined pages which might help to 


develope the myſtery; from page the 
twelfth, to page the thirtieth was miſſing, 
and on the margin of the paper, was newly 
Written with a pencil by Lady Eveline, 
The alove is ouly neceſſary, my dear Delves, 
0 your: information 3 rubat immediately Jol- 


odd s anigbi entertain, but wonld not iu- 


Sirud 


V. 


c ftruft you, 7 he moments you Are Now paſ- 


ing will be precious to you. I therefore 


« omit ſending every thing that happened in 


0 the infancy of the two (orphan children, 


« whoſe parents "were tenderly ſupplied to 
* them, by their generous and noble protec- 
. 


Satisfied with this ſhort explanation, I 


impatiently proceeded to make myſelf maſ- 


ter of what remained for my inſpection. 


Vol. II. n 
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« and the two bloſſoms which untimely fal- 


Talbot did not engroſs their love, he only A 


& 


c HAP. XXIV. 


F 

5 
? 
| 
f 
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The Hiſtory Continued. 


ORD Talbot at this time became 

Earl of Bellhaven, his tady, and 

their young people, were united. by uni- 
« ſon of ſoul, as well as by the ſtrongeſt ties 


« of affection to each othes; there was no 
_ « diſtinction made between their own ſon, © 
« the only prop of their illuſtrious houſe, M *© 


len from their parent tree, they had ten- 
« derly ſheltered in their boſoms. Lord I} © 


« ſhared it with Eleanor and e 8 


« Eleanor 
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e Eleanor Del ves united ſo much beauty 
 <of mind and perſon as early captivated the 
« ſon of her revered guardians, they ſaw with 


« that a mutual paſſion was beginning totake 
* poſſeſſion of their hearts, and even in in- 


« when time ſhould have ripened inclination 
« into a ſteady attachment. With this darl- 
« 1ng-object in view, particular care was ta- 
c MW © ken to inſpire them with a ſimilarity of 
d * ſentiment, that ſefved as they grew up to 
i- © link them more cloſely together. Lord 
es © Talbot was lively, Eleanor ſedate ; he 


iſe, taught their young ideas how to ſhoot,“ 
al. they always met exactly at the ſame point, 
en- for where the tide of his genius ruſhed 


hand in hand they trod together the flow - 
a 2 
ment. Auguſta enjoyed their confidence, 
anor il 


« inexpreſſible delight, perhaps before it had 
© been diſcovered by the parties themſelves, 


* fancy planned the union of their hands, 


no active, ſhe compoſed, yet by the manage= 
n, ment of thoſe who conducted them, and 


* with vehemence, hers glided with ſerenity; 


Ec ery paths of alternate ſtudy and amuſe- 


L 2 « ſhe 
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220 35 e,, | 
«ſhe adored her twin ſiſter, and was adored 


« by her; ſheloved Talbot for his own ſake, 
but ſhe loved him a thouſand times more 
« becauſe he was beloved by her Eleanor, 


« The firſtinfelicity which affuiled this ten- 


cc derly-united trio, was occaſioned by lord 


« Bellhaven procuring a commiſſion in the 
« army for his ſon. Juſt as they had all com- 


« pleated the fixteenth year of their age and 


«of their happineſs, Talbot, though he had 
« choſen the profeſſion of arms, grew melan- 
* choly at the thoughts of a ſeparation from 
te the friends of his childhood; it was at this 
c moment that he felt how infinitely dear 
« Eleanor was to his affections. It was then 


that he firſt took courage to ſpeak to 


* her on the ſubject of his love; it was then 
« that they vowed eternal conſtancy to each 
t other, ſanctioned by the approving voice 
«of thoſe to whom they owed more than 
ec lial obedience; and it was then that whilſt 
« kneeling at the feet of thoſe indulgent pa- 
cc rents, they w exe aſſur ed their union ſhould 

. DE 
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« beratified as ſoon as they became of a more 
proper age to diſtinguiſh, between: the e- 
'** motions which are ſometimes the offspring 
6 of fancy, and the immutable impreſſions 
« produced by a ſteady, warm, and rooted 
preference, which alone ought to conduct 
them to the altar. They were already re- 
ſpectively convinced that the ſentiments 
they felt for each other were ſteady, warm- 
© rooted; never to be eradicated, never to 
© know a change, yet they ſubmitted, they 
« were ſatis fied but they muſt. be ſeparat- 
ed, chat terrible misfortune prevented them = 
fm being happy, and when a few months A 
after he went with his regiment to Ame- A 


r 
1 * rica, Eleanor wept without ceaſing, and 

4 ©, the tears of Auguſta fell in ſympathy 
N « with thoſe of her ſecond ſelf, her Pane 

h dr "her beloved ſiſter. 

1 ::-» i Profentient: is a ſort. of meſſenger 
t « which fate fends to inform the; children 

i- | of ſenſibility, when affliction hovers, in- 

ay « vilibie over their heads ready; to: make a 

ey | 1. 3 x 
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* prey of their deareſt hopes, not, for the 
* purpoſe of contending with its decrees, 
. « which are inevitable, but rather to Prepare 
them for its reception; ſuch Pre/entiments 
were thoſe which viſited the hearts of 
« Eleanor and Auguſta, ſoon after the em- 
* barkment of Lord Talbot; it whiſpered 
« that the ſummer ſky of their felicity, 
* which a ſeparation from that dear youth 
* had before interſected with clouds, was 
going to be totally overcaſt by ſtorms 
that would fall in torrents to cruſh the 
e gayeſt of their expectation; they attended 
eto the warning, they complained to each 
Other of the weight that oppreſſed their 
'«« ſpirits, but did not ſuſpect from what 
@ ſource this Preſaged mis fortune would 
0 ariſe. FART 


0 They had ſtaid that year later in Lon- 
don than uſual, to indulge the lovers 
«with the longeſt poſſible moment they 
could enjoy the ſociety of each other, 

Me and _ the final interview had taken 
| e place 


% EE. 4 
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er place in conformity to the wiſhes of Elea- 
nor, they haſtened their return to Caſtle 
Talbot, where ſhe might indulge in all 


the luxury of unbroken ſolitude, a ſitua- 
« tion for which ſhe now ardently pant- 
cc ed. 


« Whilſt her boſom heaved with ſighs, 
* and her eyes were yet moiſtened with the 


« dews of regret for her ſeparation from her 
«© aftanced huſband, that tempeſt which 


the foreboding ſouls of the twin ſiſters 
'©had felt at a diſtance, approached them 


in the form of death, and lady Bellhaven 
became its victim; another ſo amiable 
che could never find, but in Eleanor her- 
F ſelf, on her too he ſeemed to have fixed 


his graſp, and ſhe moſt probably-would 
have attended the ſpirit of her adopted 


mother to the regions of bliſs, if compaſ- 
* fion for the dear ſurvivor of this ineſti- 


e mable pair had not retarded her flight, it 
was only to adminiſter to the griefs of 
% "INE Bellkaven that could have rouſed her 

L 4 Wo 


HG 
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vento. a ſtate of activity; ſhe: aw Him ſtagger 


under the Blow that had laid low the 
partner of his heart, ſhe raiſed herſelf” to 
<-fappert him, and. in the ocean of his ſor- 


Fo 


„ What dreadful changes had happened 


im this family of love, joy, and harmony, 
hen at the endiof a year Talbot xe} oined 
it; his beloved: mother dead; his adored 


« Eleanoralmoſta- ſpectre, his revered fa- 
«ther from the fineſt of diſpoſitions, from 
«the ftrongeſtr of, al/ underſtandings, re- 
durocb to pee viſhineſs, and a fort of wham- 
*'flcab diſtaſe; nearly approaching” toy the 
* diſbrder, to which many future misfor- 
«tunes were owing. His affectionate chil- 
* dren endeavoured: to: conceal: his malady 
from tlie world, but they could not 


a hide it from themſelves. He aided. to 


hold a bandage oven the eyes of his viſi- 
«tors, as: well as his fervants, either by 
* * before them. ſtrict On na- 


«turally attributed to the melancholy of 
« which he was yet ſenſible for the lofs of 
his lady, or by ſo ſtrict a caution in ar- 
* ranging the few words that he occaſionally 
«uttered as to make the alterarion impene- 
« trable to common obfervation, but when 
© jn the preſence only of his ſon, or his two 
«wards, his fancy roved unguided by any 
« thing like rationality, and a thoufand 
times in a day did he poniard the hearts 
of the moſt faithful lovers that ever ex- 
« iſted, by as often CG me would ne- 
ver unite them. 
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| = TwO ot years they waited patiently, 

| _ ** always: hoping that time, aſſiſted by the th 
knowledge of doctor Rowney, would ef- i i 
: "rc fect a falurary cure on the imagitation 1 
_* of their reſpectable, their beloved, their N 
* ä “ pity-moving father, whoſe health had not 

, d been ſhaken, though his mind was deſ- 

1 * troyed. Doctor Rowney was many years 

» | © the friend as well as the phyſician of 

4 „Lord Bellhaven, he was now prevailed 

, ag | | I. 5 | Kon. 
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on to take up his entire reſidence in 
the family; he no longer entertained any 
doubt but that his patient's diſorder was 
60 eſtabliſhed for life, he felt the ſituation of 
« lord Talbot and Eleanor, he ſaw them 
bs ſinking | under. diſappointment, he ſaw 
them pining with grief, he perſuaded 
a private union, and they were unit- 
. | 


PE The ceremony was es with ſo 
much ſecrecy, that the clergyman who 
« officiated, the friend who Proje jected it, and 
« the fiſter who rejoiced in it, u ere alone 
* privy to the happineſs of the young cbu- 
« ple. How did this dear connexion re- 
« yerſe the complexion of every object at 
oc Caſtle Talbot; notwithſtanding i its noble 
00 maſter {till continued under the influence 
« of the. ſtrangeſt chimeras, ſadneſs was 
* baniſhed from the countenance, and 
gloom from the hearts of its inhabitants. 
« Lord Bellhaven could neither bear the 


BE ' abſence of his children, or permit them 
cc to 
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er to talk to him on the ſubject of their 
« marriage, which always occaſioned them 
«to appear before him under the impreſ- 
* fjon of a deadly. melancholy; reſtrained 
only from the fear of giving him pain, 
they now no longer importuned him to 
« beſtow on them the bleſſing they had ſe- 
«cured to themſelves ; hymen gilded their 
© proſpects, joy illumined-their ſouls, their 
« whole time was chearfully dedicated to 
'« ſooth the imaginary evils of their dear 
« fanciful father, whoſe diſorder neverthe- 
leſs had ſo rapidly increaſed, that when 
lady Talbot found herſelf likely to be a 
mother, doctor Rowney aſſured them 
r that ſhould the intelligence through any 
« channel reach lord Bellhaven, his nerves 
« were in ſo irritable a ſtate, that madneſs 
« muſt unavoidably enſue, - What a terri- 
e ble ſentence ! to ſacrifice the privilege of 
parents or to be the means of a more 
te qreadful ſacrifice to their own revered 
parent. Was it not poſſible, they aſked 
0 doctor Rowney, to find out a mid-way 
Ls6 A between 
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cc between the two extremes? No! one, here. 
« plied, that can be ftecred with ſafety; I 


s am terrified not only for the ſenſes but 


«| the-life of your father, if he ſhould meet 


with the fmalleft ſubject for agitation; 
\ « better conceal the conſequence of your 


marriage, as you have done the marriage 


* itſelf, than rifle a ſtake of ſo much mag- 
| & nitude ; his advice was followed, Eleanor 


« prefented her lord with a ſon, who before 
he had been twice preſſed in the arms of 


* his parents, under the name of Delves, 
was conveyed” 
from my hands, and Fexclaimed, 


The papers dropped 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXV. 


The Ee 


T is I then that am i GE 


vine mother, this glorious father, who 
*« would never have refigned me, but to 
the moſt noble of motives. Oh God! 
e and ſhall I never ſee that mother. whoſe 
* ſoul was capable of ſo great a facrifice! 
1 My father! where 1 is my father! Es 
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CH AP. XXVI. 


Exemplification. 


"HE door of the anti-chamber opened | 
ſoftly, Sir Edward Eveline ſurpriſed 
me on my knees, I could not ſupport the 
full tide of ideas that impetuouſly over- 
whelmed me; I had ſunk on the floor and 
reſted my head ona chair; at the ſound of 
his voice, I roſe haſtily, his arms were open 
to receive me. 


« Every thing tells me,“ ſaid he, © that 
« the myſtery is unraveled, that you know 


Lord Talbot is your father, Lord Bell- 
© haven your grins, Lady Eveline 


_« your 
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« your aunt, and what I by her means, have 
« the honour to call you my deareſt, my 
« amiable nephew.” 


2 6 providence !” cyied I. It 
was all that I could utter, as I hung upon 
| his neck and bedewed: his hands with my 
tears. 


_« Compoſe yourſelf my dear boy, a trial 
« awaits you that will require all the ſtock 
*« of fortitude you can aſſume, though not 
« juſt now ; your grandfather is made ac- 
< quainted with the circumſtances of your 
« birth, his joy is ſtrong, but his body is fee- 
« ble, they have not agreed well together, 
« he is anxious to embrace, to acknowledge, 
« to bleſs you, and nothing except the au- 
« thority of doctor Rowney could reſtrain 
« his impatience.. It is he who has laid a 
« prohibition on any further exertion on 
« the part of his patient, until the faculty 
have held their ſecond conſultation.” 


oe This,“ 
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This,“ faid I, *“ is rom the Nee of 
Wiz doctor. 


« True,” replied Sir Ee, « but in 
'« cafes of life and death, it is as abſolute as 
chat of a judge; F cannot quarrel with | 
your impetuofity, becauſe it is natural, 
« and not unamiable, conſidering the rever- 
« ence, the tender reverence your heart 
muſt adopt for a parent ſo good, ſo un- 
225 fortunate a as Lord Bellhaven. E 
aan ER: thus,” cried 1 © that I 
am ever offending, and you never tired 
OT forgiving my errors; I cannot deſcribe 
what are the feelings by which T am ſo 
% painfully, ſo plaifirigly tortured, my 
Whole ſoul is .diffolved in affection for 
| hy prope yet loſes nothing 
of the filial, the fond reſpect it owes to 
you, to my dear aunt, to Mr. Darcy. 1 
will be manageable, I will not any more 
« defire to caſt myſelf at the feet of my 
the © grandfather, until I am permitted to do 
46 ſ0— 
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« ſo- but when: ſhall, I throw myſelf i into 
the arms of my; fachen?7 


& That: is: yet RPDS ' he replied, 
an expreſs is ſent to Lord Talbot, he may 
be here in a week, it may be.a, fortnight 

before you ſee: him, but when he does 
come, Oh Delves l the ſight of him will 
* repay you for all youn preſent anxiety, he 


is the firſt, the beſt of huwan-beiogs, and 


© his:love oi can only he equalled by 
"RP WRIT: 1.0 We 


ce I B have ſeen kim than 2". end 


bie has 4 once, and 
is petſuadbd' that hen he mah nimſeif 
known, you! will find: ĩt no diſtigult tafk 
to yield him the duty and affections; of a 
ſon; the fruits of maturity muſt repay 
him for having abſtained from the enjoy. 
cement which the firſt bloſſoms of your in- 
fancy would have afforded him.. 
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234 pxxvrs, 
« Yes,” ſaid I, « with energy, the whole 


706 of my life ſhall be devoted to him, and 
jf his ſituation: ſhould ever require ſuch: 


% facrifice as he has made to my grand- 
« father, fired by the example he has ſet 


me, I would tear myſelf from the dear- 


« eſt object on earth, to preſerve him from 
« danger ;—but tell me Sir Edward;. my 
6c dear Sir Edward, pray tell me when I 


* peruſe the remaining pages of this preci- 


« ous manuſcript, will it inform me of any 
* traits, by which I may diſcover: when 
«and where I have ſeen this already be- 


6. loved father?“ 


« They will give you no fatisfaction on 
« that point,“ replied Sir Edward. It 
* would be robbing: Lord Talbot of well- 


« earned happineſs, to wreſt from him the 


1 privilege of removing the maſk that has | 


© hitherto concealed him from your know 
* ledge. No my dear boy, there is none 
Who can have a right to ſuperſede his 

8 lordſhip in. the exquiſite. tranſports by 


« which 


\ . 
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« which nature will diſcover herſelf in the 


« firſt glance, the firſt embrace, the firſt 


half formed expreſſions, that announces 
« you to each other.” 4 85 


My heart was convinced, but my curi- 
oſity burnt with redoubled ardour, and al- 
though aſſured I ſhould meet with nothing 
that would gratify it in the manuſcript, I 


nevertheleſs aſked permiſſion of Sir Edward 
to finiſh the reading of it. He made me 


point out to him the ſentence at which I 
had arrived, when either my own feelings, 
or his preſence interrupted my reſearches. 


We were both ſtanding, his hand reſted on 


my ſhoulder, and I ſnhewed him that I left 
off at that place which ſpoke almoſt in the 
ſame line of my birth, of my removal, of 


my being preſſed in the arms of my pa- 


rents, and of my being baniſhed from 
them. 


« If I ſuffer you,” ſaid he, withdraw- 


ing the papers from my * « to purſue 
": 8 this 
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«this buſineſs further at preſent, your mind 
ec will. be too much ſoftened, when it ſhould 
be beſt fortified; I know. the moving 
powers of her whoſe hand has traced | 

« theſe characters, I ſhall therefore keep 
* them: for your inſpection; at a more diſ- 
"1 tant period when the tears you. ſhed over 
tlie memory of: an amiable mother will 
not interfere to ſteal from your excellent 
« grandfather, thoſe "he a are now only 
ide * 7 Th) 


>. «Ah atk; wif indeed; 3 to 

<vtiruſtme with-the:papers, will! you not at 

lkaſt inform me hat produced all thoſe 
b wonders in which my fate ſeems toi have 
bean involved from the. hour that gave 
me liſe to that which rendered it valua- 
ble; our protection and the maternal. 
2. tendemeſs of my beloved aunt 2? 


« I ſhall do ſo,” replied + Sir Edvard, : 
* eee e to me. whatever queſ- : 
ELIT» 0! 1 " <q [YI 


* F-. \ * 
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« tions'you. pleaſe, and 1 will anſwer chem 


ee 4 


«© Was ir in giving me 5 r my 


mother forfeited her own 


No, ne died of a decline ſeveral months 
after ſhe had given you to the world.“ 


And never-ddid he never,” —my ur- 
terance failed, ſobs choaked its paſſage,.— 


my heart beat violently. 


I underſtand what you would aſk, —yes, 


* you were privately conveyed to her, ſhe 


« embraced, ſhe bleſſed you, ſhe prayed 


«you might never diſgrace your origin, 


her prayers aſcended to heaven, and the 


« petition of them has been granted.” 


Dinner was juſt then announced, I did 


not feel ſorry for the interruption, we fat 


| down to table, our meal was a ſolitary one, 
we ſaw nothing of doctor Rowney till the 


cloth 
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cloth was removed, when he left his pa- 
tient-only for a moment to tell us that he 
ſlept quietly, and that ſome of his worſt 
ſymptoms had conſiderably abated. Sir 
Edward complained to him that I had eat 
little or nothing. He felt my pulſe, and 
adviſed my lying down. His agitation has 
produced ſome fever, ſaid he, a few hours 
reſt will reſtore him. I contended the point 
as long as I could, yet was at laſt forced to 
ſubmit, on condition that I ſhould be awak- 
ened before the conſultation took place; theſe 
conditions were promiſed but not complied 
with, they made me ſwallow a cordial, and 
my ſleep was prolonged, much beyond the 
limits of nature's own preſcribing. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 


A ſhort Review of Fuvenile Occurrences. 


« T'T is twelve o'clock,” ſaid Sir Edward, 

whom I ſaw fitting by the ſide of my 

bed when I awoke the next morning, © I 

« have been alarmed at your ſleeping ſo 

« long, but if it has refreſhed 1 I am ſa- 
* tisfied.“ 
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My ideas were at firſt ſo much confuſed, 
that I anſwered him with extreme incohe- 
rence, which though only the effects of a 
too profound ſleep procured by art, ſeemed 
to terrify my kind-uncle, who was diſpatch- 

' ing his ſervant to deſire the immediate at- 

tendance 


5 «ftances;/ it is more particularly incum- 
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dance of doctor Rowney, when having 
come to my recollection I prevented him, 
| begged his pardon for the error, into which 
my ſtupidity had led him, aſſured him of 
my perfect health, enquired after Lord Bell- 
haven, what I had to hope or fear from the 
ſentence of his phyſicians, and expreſſed 
my impatience to be admitted to his . 
5 e * e 25 


15 Sir Edward caught my "MY ans ſaid 
gently, preffing it between his own, con- 
quer T poſſible my dear child, that con- 
«. ſtitutional warmth, Which early in life 
; © occaſioned you many inconvenieneies, * 
«Which I have al ways tried to correct, 
« but never ſhall ſucceed in my endea- 
« yours to rectify, unleſs you lend me e 
«your aſſiſtance; in the prefent 'circum- I 


bent on you to refiſt the impetuoſity of 
«your palſions, che indulgenee of them, 

however amiable,” would be injurious to 
. grandfather, and might. be be fatal to 
8 „ 2 « yourſelf, 
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« yourſelf, this diſorder of the mind may 
« be communicated to the body; ah! be- 
loved Delves, think how many there are 
« for whoſe felicity you are accountable, 
5 whoſe very lives are wrapped in your 
0 ſafety ; the leaſt indiſpoſition that attacks 
« you, inſpires me with terrors, I feel for 
Lord Bellhaven, for Talbot, for Auguſta, 
«I feel for them all, and I alſo feel for my- 
« ſelf as intruſted with their deareſt trea- 
« ſure, in which I am no ſmall fharer,— 
« for all our ſakes will you not exert your- 
« ſelf in repreſſing the ardours of a diſpoſi- 

| « tion ſo threatening to our belt hopes, our 
+ © fondeſt expectations? wg 
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Fennec” to the ſoul with ſo much 
goodneſs, I reſigned my will, my wiſhes, 
my very thoughts, to the diſpoſal of this 
tender guardian, and received without mur- 

muring the interdiction he brought me 
from the faculty, that I was not to ſee my 
I grandfather until their next viſit, nor even 
5 then unleſs his lordſhip ſhould be found in 
5 or. II. M a ſtate 
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a ſtate of leſs irritation; to this ſentence, ad- 
ded Sir Edward, Lord Bellhaven has aſſent- 
ed; the ſame reaſon by which he is influenc- 

| ed, ſhould influence you; there are hopes en- 


tertained that it is poſſible he may recover, 
and he now wiſhes to preſerve a life which 


has been doubly endeared to him ſince he 


has known the felicity of having a grandſon 
deſcended from his beloved Elcanor. 


Sir Edward 5 ordered breakfaſt to be 
brought to my chamber, nor would permit 
me to get up, though I continued to aſſure 
him that I never found myſelf better. Hav- 
ing at length prevailed on him to conſent 
that I ſhould riſe, he left me to viſit Lord 


Bellhaven, with whom he remained a con- 


ſiderable time; and the reſt of the day, 
though it appeared a very long one, he moſt 


agreeably filled up by recounting the chief 


events of my hiſtory, with which I was be- 
fore unacquainted. 
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Such parts as appertained to the deceaſe 
of my mother and to my father's miſery 
on the occaſion, which afterwards when al- 
lowed to read it in the language of Lady 
Eveline, I found to be pathetic even toi 
torture; thoſe he paſſed ſlightly over, but 
on every other ſubject, ſatisfied my enqui-" 
ries with minuteneſs, which although highly 
intereſting to the hero of his own tale, may i 
with propriety be very much curtailed for 
the benefit, or rather the information of 
ſuch readers as he is ambitious of pleaſing. 
It is therefore that he chuſes ſometimes to 
put the connecting events of his hiſtory into 
a dreſs of peculiar ſhortneſs, in preference 
to the flowing robes of eloquence in 
which they were preſented to him by Sig 

Edward Eveline. 7 


As it was neceſſary, for reaſons already 
known, that my birth ſhould be carefully 
concealed until that period arrived when it 
might be revealed to my grandfather with- 
out FIN to a life ſo F it was 

M 2 N allo 
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alſo bes that certain perſons ould be 
appointed to the guardianſhip of my infan- 

cy; Papa Owen was much eſteemed in the 

family, not only for the talent of writing, 


but for the ſimplicity of his manners, the 
rectitude of his heart, the evenneſs of his 
temper, and perhaps for the ſingularity of 
his figure. He alone was intruſted with 


the domeſtic ſecret, and provided every 


thing for my reception in Wales, to which 
country he was more attached than any o- 
ther; this was done long before I made my 
appearance, and it being likewiſe proper 
that one female ſhould be taken into the con- 


trivance, he was conſulted as beſt knowing 


their ſeveral diſpoſitions on which of the houſ- 


hold this confidence ſhould devolve, who 


immediately decided in favour of Winifred, 


becauſe ſhe was a ſteady maiden whoſe ſi- 


lence might be depended on, and becauſe 
ſhe had promiſed to become his ſervant 
whenever he retired to enjoy the ſweets of 
independence. The whole plan thus ſettled, I 
vas pri vately conveyed from under the pa- 

ternal 
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ternal roof, to Papa Owen's ſnug habita- 


tion; how I afterwards conducted my felf, is 
it not written in the firſt chapters of this 


« Your father,” faid Sir Edward, © fetch- 
« ed you himſelf from Wales to gratify in 
« her laſt moments the wife he adored, and 
your viſit was ſo contrived, as to render 
ce the motive of it unfuſpected; you were 
te attended by your nurſe, who carried you 
* back to your adopted father, at a mo- 
ment when the grief of your real father 
« had nearly conducted him to the tomb of 
« his departed treaſure ; time, aided'by the 
Wks © conſcious reflection of having performed 
* reſtored him to compoſufe, 
* of which healthis generally the attendant; 
« the rooted affection he ever evinced for 
« the beft of parenrs, made him conquer | 
the difficulties that oppoſed its exer- 
© tions, he attended him perſonally, footh- - 
«ed his diſcaſed mind which would admit 
2 of no other management, the ſmalleſt 
My · contradiction 
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0e contraditon threw him into agonies the 
« moſt terrifying, yet for the ſpace of thir- 
i teen years, he continued to receive the 
e occaſional viſits of a numerous acquaint- 
* ance, and to behave ſo rationally for the 
« few hours they remained his gueſt, that 
« thoughevery body wondered at his ſtrange 
« ſecluſion from the world, nobody ſurmiſed 
* the.cauſe ; but for this unfortunate decep- 
e tion, ſome part of that caution in reſpect 
« to yourſelf, might have been relaxed, the 
* ſtrictneſs with which the ſecret has been 
* preſerved proceeded from fear, the fear 
i that if there had been more confidants of 
« your birth, as long as your grandfa- 
e ther would admit all ſorts of company, 
« ſome of them would be the means of 
ce communicating what 1t would be fatal 


* for him to know; it was a dread of this 


. © misfortune which made him fo carefully 
« conceal himſelf from a ſon doubly endear- 
5 « ed to him by nature, and the memory of 
« his beloved Eleanor.” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


More explanatory Pages. 
? 
ORD Talbot,” continued my uncle, 

* 2 though forced ſeemingly to aban- 
« don, was very far from neglecting you; 
e beſides the confidence he repoſed in the 
5 honeſt-hearted man, who you conſidered | 
« as your father, for the care he would 
« take of your infancy, as well as perfectly 
<« ſatisfied with Winifred's attention to your | 
« health and perſon, he had nevertheleſs a 
« friend, whom he prevailed-upon. to take. 
« you under his protection; can you not 
0 gueſs who it is 1 mean ?” added he. 
M 4 ! « Yes 


— 
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0 Yes, certainly,” I replied, *© it muſt be 
« Mr. Darcy, none but my father or your- 
« ſelf, can ever have loved me as he has 


« done.“ 


— 


« Indeed,” he rejoined, “ you are mi. 


* taken : Mr. Darcy 1s very well known, 


« and very worthily honogred with the 
« eſteem of Lord Talbot ; nay his frequent 


© excurſions to HE" 1 believe, was almoſt 


© on your account; he too was in the ſe- 
«cret, but dear as you was to him, both 


for your own, and the fake of your pa- 


« rents, yet it did not ſuit his convenience 


4 to reſide conftantly near you; this was a 
« taſk of friendſhip reſerved: for Colonel 
« Godolphin, with whofe family your edu- 


9:06 cation commenced, 9 5 


« 


At the nite D Gdtolphin, my » te 
foul was put in motion, and at the recol- 
lection of thoſe fs eet hours, when Agnetta 
was all my own, I felt fick at heart, my 
eyes grew dim; 1 ſtarred up ; 1 ſtaggered 

tO 


„ . 


| Y 
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to the window, pretending to have ſeen 
ſome object on the lawn, that had ſuddenly 
attracted my notice ; I threw up the ſaſh, 
and the air brought me a little to my ſenſes. 
1 would have died, rather than have diſ- 


cloſed my own weakneſs, and the triumph 
of Lady Charles Harley. Oh God, at that 
moment how did I hate her huſband ! : 


J faw Sir Edward ſmile as I returned 
* again and re-ſeated myſelf by his ſide, he 
took no notice of my manoeuvre, but went 
on as if the converſation had not ſuffered 
any interruption. He next informed me, 
that being intimate with Lord Talbot, he 
had many opportunities of ſeeing my aunt, 
that he loved her for her charms, and ador- 
ed her for her virtues, but was in deſpair at 
the ſeeming ' impoſſibility of obtaining her 
hand. Lord Bellhaven s conſent, in his 
then whimſical ſtate, could not be hoped 
for; and like her ſiſter, ſne would have 


yielded up her life, her love, her every hap- 


pineſs, to the gratitude ſhe owed him. 
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This alliance was hardly more defired 


by themſelves, than by my father, becauſe 


if it could be accompliſhed, it was agreed, 


that the new married couple, ſhould take 
me under their immediate protection ; a 
thouſand efforts were made to bring about 
an event, on which the felicity of ſo many 


individuals depended, but all were alike 
unſucceſsful, until Doctor Rowney hinted 


to my grandfather, that a mutual affection 


he feared had taken place, between Miſs 


Delves, and Lord Talbot; the very firſt 
ſüuggeſtion of ſuch a misfortune, produced 
the moſt alarming conſequences ; his rav- 


ings were intolerable, but as ſoon as they 
had in ſome degree ſubſided, my aunt: fell 


at his feet, as was before concerted, pre- 


ſenting herſelf as the ſacrifice to his peace 


of mind, by giving up all thoughts of his 


ſon, and accepting Sir Edward Eveline for 


her huſband. 


This lucky ſtratagem, the only one that 


could e have been effectual, pro- 


duced 


A WELCH TALE, 281 


— 


duced a train of conſequences the moſt 
delightful. Lord Bellhaven not only con- 
ſented to Sir Edward's marriage with his 
ward, but hurried on the match with ſuch 
rapidity, as kept pace with the impatience 
of all parties. My father choſe to be abſent, 
whilſt the preliminaries were arranging, and 
did not return, till after the union was com- 
pleated, when he had the happineſs of ſee- 
ing them depart for Wales, to take under 
their charge the little raſcal, who about 
that very time had commenced his travels, 


under no other director than governor 
Trimbuſh. 


Io make their expedition aſſume the 
form of pleaſure, theſe dear guardians re- 
preſſed their eagerneſs, and inſtead of ſet- 

© ting out poſt, travelled in ſtile, with ſplen- 
did equipages ; a princely ſuit, and full di- 
rections from my father, for the whole plan 
of their proceeding, as ſoon as they had got 
me into their poſſeſſion; one of its moſt 
ſtriking features, was, that I ſhould be 

NM G = an 
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ſhown by them to my grandfather on our 
way to Eveline Lodge, merely to try, what 
effect the ſight, of me might have on the 
tender heart, but clouded: reaſon of his 
own beloved and compaſſionated parent; 
he could not witneſs the interview; he 
owned he had not reſolution to ſupport it, 
and withdrew himſelf from the Caſtle, at 
the time when we were expected to arrive 
there. | | 


Sir Edward and Lady Eveline alighted 
at the houſe of Colonel Godolphin, the bet- 
ter to conceal the motive of their journey, 
intending to carry me off privately ; they 
had diſpatched a note to Papa Owen, that 
he ſhould be there to meet them and. bring 
me with him; he obcyed their fummons in 
part, he conveyed his own perſon thither, it 
was all he could do, the fon of Lord Tal- 
bot, and the heir of Bellhaven, being juſt 
then particularly engaged in a fort of knight 
errantry, perhaps leſs honourable than that 
embraced by the anticnt fons of chivalry, 
yet 
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yet altogether as uſeful, for if I was nor 
relieving diſtreſſed young damſels, fighting 
dragons, and contending with Genii, I was 
comforting an old dame, fighting againſt 
the enemies of her repoſe, and diſenchant- 
ing the bewitched. 


| Whoever is travelling through the road 
of life, poſſeſſes in general the happy knack 
of painting his own proſpects, wherezore no 
object is introduced which may foretel | 
croſſes and diſappointments. It might have 
been better for Sir Edward and Lady Eve- 
line, if they could have foreſeen, that I had 
made my elopement, than to be told when 
they expected to hold me in their arms, 
that [ had ran away, been purſued, but 
could no where be found. It may be as 
eaſy to count the falling drops of a haſty 
ſhower, as to number the tears this dreadful 
relation drew from the eyes of my tender 

aunt, which nothing could have dried up, 
but the appearance of Alexander, who had 
no ſooner aſſured them that the young gen- 
tleman, 
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tleman, for whom they madè their lamen- 
tations, was ſafe and in good keeping, 
than joy ſuperſeded ſorrow, and in the 
Wildneſs of its language, many expreſſions 
were dropped; ſome of which in a calmer 
moment, it was feared might be too well 
underſtood by the honeſt ſoldier, and he 
was ſworn to all ſorts of ſecrecy, before he 
Vas rewarded for his good offices with a 

98 about my perſon. 


Alexander gave a plain ſimple narrative 
of how he had met with me, the opinion he 
had formed of my gentility, and his reſo- 
lution to carry the information of my pre- 
ſent fituation to Colonel Darcy; when he 
found by my ſpeaking of that gentleman, 
that I was well known to him ; the only 
deviation he made from truth, in the whole 
of his recital, was when he ſpoke of the land- 
lord with whom he had left me in pledge 
for his reckoning, as well as for the horſe, 
which without -permiſſion, he had taken 


from the ſtables. On this mah he beſtow- 
| | ed 
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ed all the ornaments of hoſpitality, and at 
the time that he had turned me out of doors, 
was averring to Lady Eveline, that I ſhould 
be taken as much care of in his abſence, as 
if I was under the roof of my own father ; 


Which falſe account fitted the mind of her 


Ladyſhip to remain the gueſt of Colonel 
Godolphin a few days, in order to lay their 
plans, refreſh themſelves, and have their 
Carriages repaired ; ; In the mean time the 
figure of Alexander had undergone ſo 
compleat a metamorphoſis, that when by a 
few hours he preceded the family, neither 
the landlord or his wife knew him again; 
nor ſhould I have penetrated through his 
_ diſguiſe, when he ſurpriſed me 1n the cot- 
tage of mother Jenkings, unleſs he had re- 
vealed himſelf more by his expreſſions than 
by his appearance. 


With my hiſtory from this period, until 
my removal to Oxford, none of my readers 
are unacquainted ; of my extravagant con- 
duct, during the few months I remained 
at 


_ 
= 
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at College, they have alſo had ſome ſpeci.. 
mens, but perhaps they do not furmiſe 
that Alexander's Jew friend was a: creature 
of the imagination, or that owed my re- 
call, as well as the laſt remittance from Sir 
Edward, to my faithful eſquire's p erſonal 
repreſentation of the extreme miſery 1 
was plunged into, by the demanded loan of 
three hundred pounds, of which I did not 
poſteſs three — e N oe 


ec W . faid Sir Edward Eveline, _ 
* {et no hounds to your expences, nor was 
] at firſt much concerned at your expe- 
« dition in ſquandering the many, and con- 
s ſiderable ſums of money remitted to you. I 
could truſt to the aſſurances of your tutor, 
** that they were not laviſhed on your own 
« vices, and as long as you employed them to 
« the purpoſes of benevolence, however miſ— 
© taken the objects, I gave you credit, even 
« for your credulity ; but ſome anonymous 
* ſcribbler, treacherouſly aſſaſſinate your 
« character; I treated ſuch information 
| with 


a 


— 
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„With the contempt it deſerved, it was- 
c then that I ſent you 2 freſh ſupply, under 


% blank cover, and that I might judge of 


* your œconomical rehuagement. J ſoon 
after called upon jou for a loan, which it 


« was not in your power to make; and if 
« this circumſtance gave me ſome trouble, 


ea the ingenious confeſſion it drew from you 
occaſioned a much higher degree of plea- 
« ſyre, but before your letter arrived, Alex- 
as ander in a ſtate of deſperation antieipat- 
« ed your generous confidence, pleaded 
your cauſe with. honeſt warmth, and cal- 

led over in rank and file, an army of vir- 


*« tues; more numerous than I believe with 


« all your good qualities have inliſted un- 
der your banner; he painted you an an- 
« gel of light, without one dark ſhade to 


« heighten the portrait, or give it the 


«ſtamp of nature. I pauſed between the 
« very different accounts I had ſo lately re- 
«ceived, balancing the partiality of a 
faithful domeſtic, againſt the malice of a 
ce ſecret enemy, and took the reſolution, of 

« requeſting 
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« requeſting your company until ad 
« written to your father, intending to ad- 
« viſe him, that you ſhould rather make the 
<« tour of Europe, than return any more to 
« the Univerſity ; where with the beſt in- 
« clinations in the world, you might not be 
te always able to keep yourſelf out of incon- 
© yenient ſituations.“ : 


= kiffed the hand of this dear guardian, 
and if there is eloquence in ſilence, I muſt 


have been eloquent in my expreſſions of ac- 
knowledgements. = 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


WWholeſome if not Palatable. 


EXPECTED to have been preſented to 
my grandfather after the conſultation, 
and waited for the phyſician's arrival, with 
ſuch viſible anxiety, that Sir Edward, who 
watched every turn of my countenance, 
ſeemed to partake of my torturing ſitua- 
tion. Doctor Rowney ſeldom left the 
apartment of his patient ; if he joined us 
for a moment, the intelligence he brought 
with him was unſatisfactory, he never va- 
ried in his opinion, that the termination 
would be fatal, nor ſcrupled to declare his 
diſapprobation of protracting an interview, 
the 


— 


— 9 


the very expectation of which diſturbed 
his Lordſhip's repoſe, agitated his ſpirits, 


and increaſed his fever; yet he withſtood 
the ſtrongeſt intreaties of introducing me, 


unleſs approved by his brethren of the fa- 
culty ; for whoſe deciſion, I waited. with 
as much impatience as if my own exiſtence 


had depended on their ſentence. - 


* 


They arrived; they conſulted ; they 


condemned but though unanimous, that 
no hope remained, till in their wiſdom they 
would have put off the interview, for which 
my heart panted ; they faw me in deſpair ; 
they pocketed their fees and departed. 


Now,“ faid Doctor Rowney, as ſoon 
as their backs were turned, I drop my 
« phy fical character which has hitherto held 
et me amenahſè to the rules of my profeſſion, 


e and aſſuming that of friendſhip, unfet- 


a tered by forms, I ſhall freely adviſe, that 


te the laſt moments of Lord Bellhaven be 


.Y rendered as eaſy as Poſſible, and that the 


bleſſing 


rin, — — — — — — 
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« bleſſing which his ſmall remains of 
« ſtrength has been exhauſted to implore, 
« be no longer withheld from him; there 
« js no time to be loſt,” added he, and if I 
* have your permiſſion, I will go to prepare 
« him for a weight of felicity, which if de- 
« ferred à few. hours later, he will be much 
eſs able to ſupport. 


Sir Edward highly approved the propo- 
ſition, they went out together, and I was 
left alone, though not ſolitary; my ima- 
gination being crouded with images of dif- 
ferent complexions, the faireſt of which 
was certainly Lady Charles Harley, and. I 
aſked myſelf, now that I was in a ſituation 
to demand her hand, if I would do ſo ſup- 
poſing her Lord ſhould make his exit? I 
preſented her to my view, in the bud of 
beauty, in the very act of forming that fa-. 
vourite, but fatal garland, which firſt taught 
me to love, and told me I was beloved; I 
ſaw the bud unfold, I retraced the grateful. 
ſweetneſs it ſhed upon me, whilſt yet un- 

ſullied 


262  DELVES, 


ſallied by the daubing of art, I gave her 
every poſſible chance for ſtepping out of 
her weeds, if ever ſhe ſhould ſtep into them ; 
but after all, my heart anſwered the queſ- 
tion. had put to it, in the negative. No, 
it replied, I never will be 11 property 
of any man's widow! | 
Sir Edward returned to conduct me to 
my grandfather, * ſoon you will be called 
c upon,” ſaid he, to repreſent the Lord 
« of this manſion, the ſpirit of its preſent 
« maſter is impatient to take its flight, 
ve and only hovers round its frail tenement, 
«until you have received the paternal bleſ- 
« ſing ; there is nothing very frightful in 
«ſeeing a good man expire,” added he, on 
perceiving me tremble, © it is only when 
« guilt ſtruggles with death, that the con- 
«teſt 1s terrible.” 4 


At this awful moment every frivolous 
idea, every object that had before occupied 


my W even love and Agnetta, fled 
before 
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before the terrors with which I was over- 


whelmed as approaching the preſence of | 


that parent, from whom I muſt be ſeparat- 
ed at the inſtant I was reſtored to him, I 
held by the arm of Sir Edward, and as he 
led me to the ſide of the bed, my ſoul was 
pierced by the half ſuppreſſed groans, which 


iſſued from within the curtains, “ ah,” ex- 
claimed I, mentally, © what a winding up of 


« human grandeur is»here ! whether peers 
or beggars, all are alike the children of 
« diſcaſe, and the victims of death.“ 


I made this obſervation, whilſt my trem- 
bling ſteps were arreſted, by a ſignal from 
Doctor Rowney to keep out of ſight ; the 
agitation of his patient having brought on 
a ſpaſm, which convulſion he waited to 
ſubdue, before he would permit me to ap- 
proach ; at length it ſubſided, I heard my- 
ſelf called upon in a voice muffled, and al- 
moſt indiſtin&. * I ſhall never,” it ſaid, 
« never ſee my grandſon, you will let me 
die without beholding him.“ 
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7 9g He 1 18 here oy _ Lord, * abe | 


tone. | 


I had dropped on my knees, and laid my 


face on his burning hand, which 1 n 
With my tcars. 


A filence full of excruciating feelings, 


took place of exprefſion ; Doctor Rowney 
prefented a .cordial to his patient, and Sir 
Edward forced me to fwallow ſome water; 
with their affiftance, my graudfather lifted 
himſelf on his pillows, and caſting his arms 
around me, preſſed me to his heart, and we 
mingled our ſobs together; he tried to ar- 
ticulate, the effort produced new ſtruggles ; 
they dragged me from his hold, and would 
have conveyed me out of the apartment; I 


reſiſted their endeavours, but retired to a 


diſtant corner , Where reſt ing my forehead 
againſt the wainſcoat, I wept plentifully. 
__ 1 Sir 


« Where! hag cried he in a raiſed 
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Sir Edward endeavourcd to ſooth the 


violence of my ſorrow, by the moſt tender 


and ſenſible admonitions. © TI neither 
« blame, or applaud,” faid he, © the emo- 
« tions you can no more be accountable for 
e than it is in your power to prevent them; 
« but although the language of nature will 


« make itſelf heard, reaſon may attune It 


« to moderation; and I ſhall not eaſily för- 
give the want of exertion on your part, 
e to uſe that underſtanding of which you 
« are maſter, in order to promote by your 
« compoſure, the tranquillity of Lord Bell- 
« haven, and preſerve to yourſelf that por- 
« tion of health ſo neceſſary to the felicity 
ce of your father, as well as to the happineſs 
« of your friends ; theſe tumultuous paſſions 
rc unfriendly to the conſtitution, by 
te which they generated, therefore * 


He was interrupted my grandfather had 
recovered his ſpeech, and called vehement- 
ly upon Lord Talbot. I ran towards him, 
flung myſelf on his neck, and cried out, 

Mol, II. 0 „ 
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* Oh my father, the bleſſing you would 
ce beſtow on Lord Talbot, let it be confer- 
* red on his ſon, who loves you, honours 
« you, would lay down his life for you.“ 

« Merciful Creator, I thank thee ! b faid 
3. « ſo would have ſpoken his father! ſo 
* would have ſpoken his mother! her 
* mortal image ſtands before me, her im- 
t mortal form 1 ſhall again recognize in 
« the boſom of her Saviour, and of my Sa- 
e yjour !. of her God, and of my God!“ 


AC: 


Not yet! Oh not yet!“ I cried.; my 


' tears ſtreamed afreſh, but I did not weep | 


alone; Sir Edward and Doctor Rowney | 
could not reſtrain their own. 


The more apparently. we were agitated, 
the more Lord Bellhaven's compoſure in- 
creaſed. ** Beloved ſon of my beloved Tal- 
r bot,” ſaid he, © moderate your too eager 
*« defires for lengthening an exiſtence, which 
. * has hitherto been the ſource of your miſ- 

re fortunes, 
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«fortunes ; but for my unhappy malady, 
but for the ſacrifices of unexampled duty, 
« of unprecedented filial affection, you 
* would not have been exiled from the 
ce protection of the — roof, from the 
< foſtering care of 


He pauſed, and breathed with ſo much 
difficulty, that Doctor Rowney requeſted 
his Lordſhip would at preſent make no 
further exertions; and when able to ſpeak 
again, he ſeemed to have forgot what it was 
that he had been ſaying, and only deſired, 
that all his domeſtics might be ſummoned 
to his chamber. Sir Edward and the phy- 
ſician looked on each other, as diſinclined 
to admit ſo many intruders; the meaning 
of their looks was underſtood by my grand- 
father, he ſeemed irritated that his orders 
ſhould be diſputed, and ſaid * if Talbot was 
« preſent, he would not heſitate to obey 
14 me. 


No 8 His 


— 
His. commands were executed without 
"oppoſition ; the houſehold were ſoon after 
aſſembled, when my grandfather announced 
me to them as the ſon of Lord Talbot, the 
heir of his honours, and the maſter to 
whom on his deceaſe, and before the re- 
turn of their Lord, they were required to 
transfer the obedience, the duty, the fide- 
lity he had experienced in their long and 
faithful ſervices ; they were afterwards per- 
mitted to Kiſs his hand, an honour they re- 
| ceived on their bended knees, the expreſſion 
of their ſorrow was reſpectful, not loud, and 
before they retired, they paid me the ho- 
mage which their expiring Lord had ex- 


acted. 
The ſcene was ſhort, but extremely pa- 


thetic, Lord Bellhaven ſaid © he was more 
« at eaſe, now that the interview with his 
« grandſon was over, the tranſports of 
« which had been allied to torture, and 
more ſatisfied in having eſtabliſhed the 
« legitimacy of my birth in the preſence of 
© fo many witnefles, as muſt prevent its 
« ever 


% 
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* ever being diſputed by any other heir, 
* ſhould J happen to be deprived of my 

* father, before he could return to ac- 
* knowledge me in the face of the world.“ 


During the night he had many intervals 
of eaſe, which he employed in ſpeaking of 
his ſon, of Lady Eveline, regretting their 
abſence, pray ing for their happineſs, in- 
ſtructing me, bleſſing all, and in giving 
directions for his funeral. 


He ordered. that in ſix days after his de- 
ceaſe, his body ſhould be conveyed to Caſ- 
tle Talbot, there depoſited by the fide of: 
his Counteſs, and large diſtributions. made 
to the neighbouring poor, by the hands of” 
my father or myſelf, the day following that 
of his interment. He only ſurvived till 
ſeven o'clock in the morning, hen he ex- 
pired in my arms, as an infant falling aſleep. 
on the boſom of its nurſe. May ſuch, oh 


reader, be the end of thee; and of. me, in 
N 3, f 1 


> 
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all but in ſis viſitation of + infanity my we 
live and die like him! 


CHARM 


Apology for the laſt Chapter. 


F I continue any longer in the ſtrain of 
1 mournfuls, it may be well enough doubt- 
ed from the evident difference in the ſtile 
of my firſt and laft pages, whether all parts 
of this delightful Hiſtory are written by my- 
ſelf, whereby calling its authenticity very 
much in queſtion. I therefore after aſking 
pardon for my preſuming to introduce 
death fo familiarly to circles where his pre- 
ſence is not defired, or his reception pre- 
pared for, humbly avow myfelf author of 


the 


$ | | 
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the firſt, laſt, and every future chapter, pro- 
miſing to intrude no more ſuch terrifying 
objects, but henceforth to draw a curtain 
between my faſhionable readers, and old fa- 
ſhioned mortality. | 


CHAP. XXX 


. Honours compared to Roſes. 


M father not arriving in time bur 


ſtop perhaps it may be expected thar 


J ſhould declare what were my feelings on 
parting with the name of Delves, in ex- 
change for the title of Lord Talbot, - hy 
in truth I was neither intoxicated or ren- 
dered ſavage by cxaltation, my pleaſure was 
MLT by pain, the very means through 

N 4 which 
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which I attained dignity, prevented me 
from extravagance in the poſſeſſion of it, 
and other reflections on my early excurſions, 
kept down my impatience, and held me 
within the bounds of humility —beſides, 


having long ſuppoſed myſelf a gentleman 


without ever acknowledging any diſtinc- 
tion between that and a nobleman, I was as 
little gratified by my new honours as a man 
who has a bunch of roſes held to his noſe, 

juſt as he has found a deficiency in that 
organ at which he might have imbibed 
their fragrance. 


My father, as I was ſaying, not being ar- 
rived when the remains of my grandfather 
were to be removed for interment, and Sir 
Edward from the ſituation of my aunt not 


being able to make one of the party into 
Wales, doctor Rowney and I ſet out toge- 

ther in a poſt chaiſe, leaving the hearſe to 
be followed by ſeveral coaches, filled VR 


the late Earl's domeſtics, 


Sir 


* 


A WELCH TAI. 


Sir Edward left nothing to my inexperi- 
ence, every thing was regulated by himſelf, 


nor did he leave us till the laſt moment. 


He had permitted me to ſend for Alexan- 
der who joined us the evening preceding our 


melancholy journey, and being quite as good 
a courtier, as he had hitherto evinced him 
ſelf a ſoldier, he very well knew how to 
adapt his ſtile to the two extremes of con- 


dolence and congratulation; with a tear on 


one cheek, a grin on the other, he was ſor- 
ry to ſee my honour's lordſhip in trouble, 
but he was glad to ſee my honour. a Lord, 
though his whole generation had fallen 1 in 
the ſcramble. 


Tender, kind, and conſoling, were the 
dear contents of the letter he brought with 
him from my beloved aunt ; ſhe lamented 
the death of my grandfather, as ſhe week 
have done that of her own parent, but ſhe 
bid me hope that the vacancy in my heart, 
would ſoon be filled up by a father who 


_ adored me, that by the time I ſhould return 
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from performing the filial office on which 
1 was embarking, ſhe expected to preſent 
to me a new relation, for whom fhe be- 
ſpoke ſome part of that tenderneſs I had 
ſhewn for its mother, and ended by ſaying, 
that when I thought proper to give her a 
niece, ſhe was ſure it would be ſuch a one 
as ſhe ſhould love, for her own fake, as 
well as for mine.—— Never, ſaid J, kiſſing 
the letter, and placing it in my boſom, 
never my good mamma, never will I put 
you to the trial, Agnetta is married 
Delves wilb zever marry. 


Every thing being in readinefs for our 
departure, I ſignified to Sir Edward that 
with his approbation J ſhould like before 
I came back, to viſit ſome of my old ac- 
quaintances, particularly Papa. Owen, and 
his handmaiden Winifred. He readily aſ- 
fented, promiſing at my deſire to fend off 
an expreſs the moment he ſhould: know of 
my father's arrival, and adding with e 
ſmile, let your firſt compliments be paid to 
| Colonel 
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Colonel Godolphin, and if you ſhould hap- 
pen to fall in love with his daughter, Lord: 
Bellhaven will throw no impediments 1 in, 
the way of your union; Henrietta is form 
ed to make you ſurrender that heart which 
your general indifference for the ſex, ren- 
dered inſenfible to thoſe of her elder ſiſter. 


What did I not feel at a charge ſo home, 
fo ill founded, what burning bluſhes flew 
into my face to contradict the aſſertion, 
what ſtrong evidences to the contrary might 
have been adduced from the heſitation with 
which I replied, that I had no defire, no- 
expectation, no hope, toto to- profit 
by the indulgence of Lord Bellhaven,—I 
did not know, — I had never ſuppofed that 
they were in Wales, —ſhould I go beyond 
Caſtle Talbot,—I might to be fure give 
them a call, if it was not too much out 
of my way, — but, —and there I made 2 
pauſe. | 


N 6 | © ut 
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« Out * your way my lord, how is that 

7 « poſſible ?”? retorted Sir Edward, © you 

* ralk of viſiting Owen, and if you have 

= not entirely fot the ſituation of his 

* houſe, you muſt remember it is not two 
T” hundred yards from the Colonel's. 1 


« But my dear fir, do you conſider wha: 
« my impatience muſt be to ſee my fa- 


10 her. 2; 


«TJ though that affair had been ſet- 
ned. 


« Why yes, you was ſo good to . you 
« would ſend me the earlieſt intelligence, 


« but perhaps it might be more Proper 
0 that I—I—I—ſhould. 2 8 


« As you pleaſe, had Sir Edward cool: 
ly, only as Lady Charles Harley is in a 
« bad ſtate of health, her father may take 
« it unkindly if you ſhew yourſelf in 
10 Wales, 
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« Wales, without at leaſt ſending t to enquire 
« after them.“ 


* 


C71 


All the blood that best had mounted 


into my face, ruſhed back to my heart; has 


« the been long ill?” J aſked, ſtriving after 


compoſure as a man ſtrives for breath in 


the act of ſtrangulation. 


It is not very long ſince a decline has 


« been apprehended, and goat's milk ad- 


e viſed; you know they are a family of 
* love, ſo when Lady Charles accepted 


her father's invitation they would every 
© one of them accompany her, even the 
« lovely, lively Henrietta, who I muſt re- 
« peat, is a moſt charming woman, would 
« not be prevailed upon by all the joys of 
« diſſipation, to remain in town when re- 
_* tirement was thought neceſſary to the re- 
N covery of her ſiſter. 


A 4 . milk, retirement. — 
3 ill ,—Agnetta dying. — Oh! if ſhe 
VM ould 
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would but live,—though I ſaw her no 
more though the wife of another, —yet I 
could bear it,. I could bear every misfor- 
tune except that death ſhould prematurely 
crop that ſweet bloſſom, which before it 
was half blown, I had ſo loved, fo cheriſh- 
ed, ſo adored, — thefe were my thoughts 
but my words had no relationſhip to them, 
my voice on he contrasy acquired firmneſs, 
it was rhe firmneſs of deſpair, and I made 
Sir Edward believe that F ſhould certainly 
endeavour to fee the family, and hoped 
to bring him better tidings of Lady 
Charles Harley than he ſeemed to ex- 
. „ 1 


« Why, to confeſs the truth, ſaid he, 
e my hopes are already ſufficiently ſanguine, 
« F only deſire you might confirm to me the 

good accounts I have lately received from 
« her father reſpecting her -ladyſhip's os 
e ſent ſtate of convaleſcence.“ 


In 
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In appearance I loſt none of my charac- 
teriſtic indifference, I only ſaid, © that it 
* would give me pleaſure to be the meſſen- 
« ver of any event deſired by him,” ak 
though at the ſame time ready to cry cut 
in tranſports and bleſs the tongue that had 
announced Agnetta in a ftate of convaleſ- 
cence. | 


« Youw are a very extraordinary young 
© man,” replied my uncle, with a ſcru- 
tinizing look which ſent my eyes to the 
ground, you certainly like Lady Charles 
« Harley too much, or too little, elſe how 
comes it that you take no perſonal inte- 
« reſt in her recovery? if too much, your 
« conduct is noble, but if you ceaſe to re- 
* member the Colonel and his family with: 
« kindneſs, it will be the only inſtance in 
«« which you have forgotten the friends of 
<« your youth, therefore the more unac- 
= * countable.” | 


Gueſs 
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Gueſs if this appeal to my feelings ſerv- 
ed to revive my courage, on the contrary, 
I blundered out a very fooliſh defence, 
| pleading I don't know what nonſenſe, as 
an excuſe for my ingratitude to the Godol- 
phins ; © they ſeemed to care,“ I ſaid, *as 
« little for me, as I did for them, that I 
« thought Lady Charles had uſed me ex- 
« tremely ill, when I met her at the opera; 
« ] accuſed her of vanity, of coquetry, 
« of all the evil that ever entered into wo- 


man, for preſuming to play off airs that 


« arrogated to herſelf the power of tor- 
1 ene me. 


Thy You ſpeak ſo faſt,” cried Sir Edward, 
ſmiling, © there is no comprehending you.“ 
I was ſenſible the charge was a true one, 
and ſmiling in my turn, ] quitted both the 
ſubject and himſelf, to avoid further diſ- 
treſſing interrogations. 


* 
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CHAP. xxxII. 


A great deal in a ſmall Compaſe. 


OCTOR Rowney did not find me the 
A agreeable travelling companion, on my 
return to Wales, that I had made myſelf 
to Sir Edward and Lady Eveline, when 
they forcibly conveyed me from it. 1 had 
no adventures to relate, no characters to 
draw, no queſtions to aſk ; the melancholy 
occaſion of our journey, gave a colouring 
of reaſon to the ſadneſs of my diſpoſition, 
ſo that I was ſuffered to enjoy with few in- 
terruptions, a delightful filence which eve- 
ry moment grew more and more intereſting, *- 
for in fact I was laying plans how I might 
gratify my ſenſes with the fight of Agnetta {jp 
1 unſeen 1 


rh 17777 
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unſeen by her, and unknown by the fa- 
mily. 


We arrived at Caſtle Talbot ſome hours 
preceding the hearſe and its attendants, 
when on jumping from the carriage, I 
found myſelf in the arms of Colonel Go- 
dolphin, the laſt man in the world I wiſh- 
ed, or expected would be there to receive 
me; the warmth of affection with which I 
was uſed to behold him rekindled, as he 
preſſed me to his heart. It was the father 
of Agnetta,—he had never offended me, — 
when he beſtowed her on another, he knew 
not that he affaſſinated the ſoul of my hap- 
pineſs; all theſe ideas ruſhed at once upon 
me, overthrew all my counterfeit hardineſs, 
my head dropped on his 85 and 1 
wept like : an infant. 


Miſtaking the cauſe of my agitation, as 
doctor Rowney had done that of my ſilence, 
theſe two kind friends did and faid every 


thing which came into their thoughts to 
| quiet 
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quiet my emotions ; under this error I ſhel- 
tered my confuſion, they ſupported me at 
the interment of my grandfather, and the 
next day aſſiſted me to fulfil his charitable 
donations, by which a numerous poor were 
relieved from a ſtate of anxious indigence 
ro one of cafe and comfort; they paid the 
reverence due to the memory of their be- 
nefactor, I was a ſharer in their Prayers 
and their bleſſings, they were certainly re- 
giſtered in heaven, for on the ſame hour 
_ to dawn the morn of my felicity. 


] beg to be excuſed, it is | impoſſible 1 


« ſhould go with you,” ſaid I, in anſwer 
to Colonel Godolphin's importunities, that 


I would return with him and BO ſome days 


at his houfe. 
| ; « ] underſtand' your lordſhip,” he re- 


plied, © thoſe who have loved Delves, muſt 
« learn to revere Lord Talbot.” 
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« Oh for the love of heaven,” I cricd, 

* do not hate, do not deſpiſe, do not de- 

« grade me, do not render me below con- 

« tempt.” I covered my face with my 
hands, and ran from him with an air of 
deſperation, that touched him with com- 
paſſion; he followed me to the further end 
of the room, and brought me to myſelf, 
by a thouſand affectionate expreſſions, aſ- 
' ſured me he had ſpoken in jeſt, begged me 
to forgive the pain he had cauſed me, and 
renewed his entreaties that I would, accom- 
panied by doctor Rowney, ſet out with him 
the next morning, adding, * that the ſight 
* of me would cure his neighbour Owen of 
e the gout, delight the heart of Mrs. Go- 
« dolphin,—renovate the ſpirits of Agnet- 
ita, — find employment for Henrietta. - 
s and do honour to his ſon, my old ſchool- 
« fellow, who having finiſhed the labours 
&« of ſtudy, had made ſome progreſs in the 
« art of politeneſs, as well as in the polite 
« arts,” beſides, continued he, © although 
. you cannot be intereſted for my daugh- 
* 


A WELCH ral. 
* ter Harley, on her own account, yet for 
« my ſake, will you not facrifice a little 


c portion of your time, to give her the be- 
cc nefit of doctor Rowney's advice?“ 


« Good God!” exclaimed I, being 


thrown off my guard, by certain expreſ- 


ſions, which confuſed without relieving 


me; © Good God, is it you fir, that can 
ce upbraid me with being uninterefted in 
* the health of . Charles Harley?“ 


« You are ſo irritable my young friend? 2 
replied the Colonel, * that I have always 
ee the ill fortune to put your feelings in mo- 
tion, I ſimply ſuppoſed you could not 
< be particularly concerned for a perſon, 
« who has not the honour of being known 


* to your lordſhip.” Not know Lady 


*« Charles Harley!“ You may poſſibly 
have ſeen, but I am ſure you have never 
« ſpoken to her.” © What” cried I, 
heart breaking, my cheeks fluſhing, 125 
eyes ſtaring, © is not Ag „is not Miſs 
© Godolphin— 


286 | DELVES, 
« Godolphin—the wife of > cole is- 
ce the wife of no man,” interrupted her fa- 
ther, Lady Charles Harley is my daugh- 
« ter by a former marriage, whom you ne- 
« yer ſaw, becauſe ſhe reſided intirely with 


© her mother's family, until about two years 


cc ago, when we went to Italy, and brought 
te her from thence to beſtow her on the 
cc huſband whom her own choice had ſe- 
« lected out of ſeveral other Engliſh men 
« of faſhion, who ſaw, and loved her at 


88 © 5 py 


Such a ſudden flaſh of light falling on 
the benighted affections of a lover, ardent, 
forlorn, deſpairing, ſet fire to the gunpow- 
der of my compoſition ; I was never to act 
as other rational beings would have acted 
in my ſituation; I did not make declama- 
tions; I did not offer myſelf for a ſon-in- 
law; I did not aſk his conſent ; I did not 
require any paſſport to the preſence of my 
miſtreſs; I did not ſo much as ſpeak 4 


word in Teply. to the father ; but flew to the 
| ſtables. 
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ſtables. 1 had before prepared for a ride 
round the environs of the caſtle; my 
boots were on, my horſes ready, 1 vaulted 
into the ſaddle, not for an evening, but a 
whole night's excurſion; not to examine 
the views about Caſtle Talbot, but to be- 
| Hold the adorable charms of my adorable 
Agnetta ; the diſtance I had to travel, was 
fixty mijes, over mountains, and over pre- 


cipices. Impatience lent me her ſpur, 


from love I borrowed his wings, my horſe 
as if animated by my wiſhes, performed 


ſuch feats as would have put out of counte- 


nance the celebrated ghoſt of the preſent 
day, which has employed ſo many learn- 
ed ſcholars to raiſe for the edification of 
ftudents in the art of wonder-making. I 
ſent my . compliments to the gentlemen, 


with a requeſt that when they were tired of 


being my gueſt at the caſtic, I .hoped they 
would meet me at C „to Which place 
Jas departing, on aw that would not 
admit of a moment's delay; I alſo ordered 
Alexander to join me at the fame time, and 

| taking 
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raking a groom for my guide, w ho was 
well acquainted with the road, I found 
myſelf at ſeven in the morning reconnoi- 
tring the well-known, and well-beloved 
gardens of Colonel Godolphin. 


A workman who was going in at the gatt᷑ 
by dint of a timely application to his ſenſe 
of feeling made my paffage to theſe elyſian 
ſcenes even more eaſy than heretofore, when 
through a breach of my own making, I 
could enter at pleaſure; I am fure the poor 
fellow thought me mad; I believe he re- 
pented letting me in, for he offered to give 
me back my money, if I would not ſtay io 
frighten the family, who often walked round 
the garden at an early hour. I heartily 
pardon his vulgar miſconception ; it muſt 
be a lover to underſtand the language of a 
lover; he therefore did not comprehend 
why, if iff my ſenſes I ſhould throw my 
body on the wet graſs; why kiſs it with de- 
votion. I did not ſay to him on 7h:s ſpot 
my firſt, my only love, placed the garland 

on 
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on my head; on his ſpot ſhe called me her 
dear Delves, with other explanatory notes, 
which might have let him into the ſecret, 


and have prevented him from following me 


every where, importunately deſiring that I 
would go about my buſineſs, telling me at 
laſt that I muſt begone, becauſe he ſaw the 
young lord's fine lady ſtanding at the glaſs 
door, ſhe would be out in a minute, he ſaid, 
and he had heard ſay, ſhe was terribly 


afraid of ſtrangers. I got rid of him by 


declaring myſelf a friend of the family, 
which he could not diſpute, as I ran from 
him towards the houſe, determined that my 
happinefs, which had hitherto appeared but 
as à dream, ſhould' be either aboliſhed, 


or confirmed by the evidence of a real, or 


5 the confeſſion of a Atitious charac- 

Juſt then the words of I. occur- 
a to my memory. Dear and venerated 
prophet, T cried,” [OR prediction is ve 
rified, and the love I have ſo long nourith- 


ed for Lady Charles Harfey, was as yo 
declared it, a ſhadow engendered by fancy. 


II. 0 She 
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She opened the claſs door and ſtepped out 


upon the gravel terrace, at the further end of | 


which I ſtood watching her motions. 


0 H A P. IH. 


Eclairciſſement. 


Tur Lady who engroſſed my attention 
was almoſt as lovely as Agnetta, and 
her cheeks which illneſs had overſpread 
with lily whiteneſs, received no ſmall ad- 
vantage from the delicate confuſion that 
terminated in roſey bluſhes, at hearing her- 
elf accoſted by a man ſhe did not know, 
with an abruptneſs for which perhaps there 


never had been any thing like a precedent, 


except of my own ſetting. 


10 Are 5 
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* Are you really Madam, the daughter 
© of Colonel Godolphin?“ | 


' << Famhar” | 


i Aa are you indeed, Lady Charles 
2 pans þ 275 


9 G father and my huſband 
are both abſent, but I am ready to hear, 
and when they return, to convey Jy 
* commands to them.“ 1 0% e 

» Angel of mercy ! 700 once more bag: 
" noe are the wife of Lord Charles! 5015 
| She ſmiled, and lookilg 8 me with 
much expreſſion, ſaid, © from We 5" 1 
« am tempted to believe you are a”. 
% Yes!” cried a ſweet voice, dur nüt the 

voice of Agnetta,—* it is our own dear 
c Delves! It is Lord Talbot!“ -I turned 
* round; I could only ſee the figure 
9 of 
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of Henrietta as ſhe fled back into the 
houſe. 


« Every thing is explained tomy wiſhes,” | 
ſaid Lady Charles, preſenting me her hand, 
es let me have the honour of conducting your 
« lordſhip; I fear that giddy girl will too 
e much alarm the gentle ſpirits of my ſiſ- 
ec ter, ſome caution ſhould be obſerved at 
the meeting of ſuch old friends as you have 
<« been.” Oh! what raptures did I im- 
bibe from the few words ſhe uttered, as We 
entered the room, where I had firſt ſeen 
her through the glaſs door. Ah! then,” 
Icried, *Agnetta has not forgotten her 
Del ves, if ſhe feels, if it is neceſſary to 
guard her feelings, ſhe; will not be able 
eto diſguiſe them, ſhe will no more have 
it in her power to freeze my ſoul with 
the ſemblance of icey indifference. Again 
ITheard Henrietta calling from an adjoining 
room for Lady Charles. Immediately ſug- 
geſting the cauſe, why her preſence was 
required, | 
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required, impetuouſly I ruſhed by her, burſt 
the door open, and fell at the feet of my 
angel, who like a lily overcharged with the 
dews which ſhould only have adminiſtered 


refreſhment, had ſunk down into a chair, 


where reclining on the boſom of her fifter 


flower, ſhe remained without ſenſe or mo-- 


tion. 


A lady who can faint at pleaſure, has ve- 
ry much the advantage of her who never 
faints but at the command of nature, be- 
cauſe the one has only her own conveni- 
ence to conſult when ſhe chuſes to recover, 


the other muſt wait for permiſſion; of this 
latter deſcription was my adorable miſtreſs, 


who in ſpite of my tears, cries, and entrea- 
ties, did not ſhew any ſigns of life for ſe- 
veral minutes ; but oh! reader, the earlieſt 


ſymptoms of her renewed exiſtence,, were 
dedicated to her tranſported lover.. Hen- 
rietta percelving her aſſiſtance leſs neceſſary 
would have flown. to 'my arms, © wait a 
moment, cried I, repelling her with 

„„ my 
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my accuſtomed bluntneſs, T love you as 
« well as I do myſelf, —but,—1I love your 
« ſiſter, infinitely better than a thouſand 
q * ſelves. —Avaunt ! for theſe arms ſhall not 
be open to you, until they have embrac- 
«ed their dearer treaſure.” I am glad 
* to find you are not changed with your 
fortune,“ ſaid ſhe, © for neither Agnetta 

* nor I would part with one Delves, for a 


« thouſand Lord Talbots,” 


If I ſhould - ever meet with a divine 
able to delineate the joys of Heaven, I 
would make it worth his while to try his 
pencil with effect, on the innocent raptures 
of the ſcene which enſued ; it was the rap- 
tures of the bleſſed, angels aſſiſted at it, and 
none but an inſpired artiſt can repreſent 
| =. * * * R * * * K * K * X K + K XR K + XR * * 
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We met 5 eight, we had not break- 


faſted at twelve, we were not quite coherent 
till 
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till two, and it was four when we ſeparated, 
the ladies to their toilets, I to viſit Papa 


Ouen. 


I endured rather than reliſhed the ſuffo- 
cating careſſes with which I vas received 
by mother Winifred, before ſhe would let 
me paſs to the apartment of her maſter, 
who bound hand and foot with flannels lay 
| ſtretched on the bed at his full length; at 
every ſtep that Winifred preceded me ſhe 
never ceaſed to announce the dignity of his 
viſitor. © Here is his lordſhip fir; the Lord 
« Talbot, as exactly like our own dear lit- 
« tle ſquire Delves, as one pea is like ano- 
« ther, can't you riſe a bit maſter, juſt to 
* do your honours to his Lordſhip?” 


«< Piſh woman!” cried Papa in a peeviſh 
accent, for which only the gout was ac- 
countable, and then added, muy dear lord, 
« ſtep forwards that I may feaſt my eyes 
% upon your countenance, but take care my' 
lord, your lordſhip muſt take great care 

Gy | « not 


24 
2 
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« not to touch the bed cloaths, or even the | 
* curtains, ſo pray my good lord pleaſe to 
* condeſcend a little to my infirmities, and 
« ſlide round by the wall. Oh! this in- 
 * ternal gout, that will not let me preſent 
„even my hand to your lordſhip ! ˙ I beg- 
ged he would be compoſed, and ſtanding at 
the feet of his bed, gave him a faithful nar- 
rative of all that had befallen me, ſince we 
parted at Eton, concluding my half hour's 
audience, by defiring that he would get 
well enough to aſſiſt at my nuptials with 
Miſs Godolphin. He ſhook his head, bid- 
ding me be wile, until my father had de- 
clared himſelf, and given me leave to play 
the fool, for,” added he, © to marry at 
your age is not wiſdom my lord ; it is 
* time enough to think of it, when you are 
«old and decrepid like me, and want a 
« wife to take care of you.” I turned back 
| to tell him that he could not do better 
than follow the example of his own pre- 
cept, and plight his vows to Winifred, for 


which advice the good creature loaded me 
with 


— 


? ” 


with thanks and bleſſings, till I could no 
longer hear the ſound of her voice, all my 
ſenſes being wrapped up in one idea, all my 
ſpeed exerted to ae the idol of wy, ſoul's 
affection. ; 


| What a day of „ bliſs! what a 
night of contemplative happineſs, ſucceed- 
ed to the morn of my felicity, all was loye, 
harmony and friendſhip; it was late when 
we parted, I had ordered a bed to be pre- 
| pared for me in the town, whither I was 
_ conveyed in one of the family carriages. 
Had young Godolphin or Lord Charles 
Harley been at home to do the honours of 
the houſe, there I ſhould certainly have 
taken up my reſt, but they were out ona 
hunting party, ſo that decorum not per- 
mitting me the ſweet indulgence, I made 
myſelf the beſt amends I could, by enter- 
ing the breakfaſt parlour before the ladies 
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Mrs. Godolphin having no preſentiment 
that I ſhould make the viſit to a family, with- 
out the perſonal introduction of her huſ- 
band, whoſe return from Caſtle Talbot ſhe 
did not expect for ſeveral days, had taken 
the opportunity to paſs a ſhort time with a 
ſick friend, who lived at a conſiderable 
diſtance; had there been any vacuum in 
my wiſhes it would certainly have been fill- 
ed with regret, for the abſence of ſo dear, 
ſo maternal a friend, but in the preſence of 
Agnetta, in the ſociety of the three charm- 
ing ſiſters, loving and beloved, I had no- 
thing to regret, nothing to wiſh for;—my 
father yes, I ſometimes thought of my 
father. Sir Edward Eveline had announced 
that his *approbation would follow my 
choice, and this was the only augmentation 
of which the fulneſs of my joy was capa- 

VVV 
All tlie abſentees of the family my pueſt 
at Caſtle Talbot excepted, arrived at home 
1 the hour of dinner; Mrs. Godolphin 
| loaded 


A WELCH TALE, 299 


loaded me with careſſes; I renewed my 
ſchool acquaintance with Lord Charles 
Harley, and diſcovered that the Colonel 
had not given me a partial miſrepreſenta- 
tion of his ſon's improvements ; our hearts 
were much more congenial than when we 
parted, and that friendſhip which would 
not link in our youth, cemented in our ri- 


per years. 5 


C H A P. XAXIV. 


The laſt but one. 


„ ee our corps was joined by the 
two gentlemen, I as not only accom- 
modated with a bed out of the houſe, but 
alſo ſupplied with linen by my landlord, 
O 6 for 
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for I had taken none with me; who when 


. the heart is in motion ſtops to make provi- 


ſion for the body, it thinks of nothing but its 
own purſuits, all other intereſt is left far be- 
hind; every impediment was now removed, 
as to my convenience and appearance; every 
night I ſlept under the ſame roof with the 
divine Agnetta, every day made a decent 
figure in the domeſtic circle, without hav- 
ing recourſe to foreign aſſiſtance. 


Surrounded by felicities for which I can 
find no expreſſion, I was incapable of feel- 
ing regret though not inſenſible to ſurpriſe, 
which rapidly increaſed, when five days 
were elapſed without our ſeeing Colonel 
Godolphin or hearing from him, during 
which time I never ſeparated from my par- 
ty except when I ſtole out periodically for 
half an hour; on the ſervice of gratitude, 
my devoirs were due to Papa Owen, they 
were alſo due to Winifred, and poor muſt 
that ſoul be which will not give up one 
particle of its own gratificatiou, to pay a 

5 0 juſt 
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juſt debt of kindneſs that by. conan 
has grown to a vaſt amount. 


On one of thoſe ſhort wiſits my dear 
gouty Papa hinted that he ſhould think 
more hereafter on the advice I had given 
him concerning Winifred, * for,” faid he, 
« jf her ſuperior excellencies in the greęat 
« art of eaſe- giving were to get abroad in 
te the world, I ſhould certainly not be able 
eto keep her to myſelf; there are a hun- 
« dred infirm perſons like me, who would 
not only give her their hand, but their 
« eyes to be nurſed and fed and flanneled as 
« I am.” I not only gave my confent but 
approbation to the premeditated wedding, 
telling him, I would unite to his little eſ- 
tate a field of twenty acres, as the lady's 
marriage portion; it belonged to the Co- 
lonel, and I knew on ſuch an occafion 
he would let me become the purchaſer, I 
did not ſtay to hear his acknowledgements, 
but as Winifred opened the door to let me 
out as well as to receive her uſual fes of a 
ſqueeze 
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ſqueeze by the hand, I doubled the tender 
_ preſſure, whiſpering in her ear, © that 1 
*« ſhould ſoon have the pleaſure of ſaluting 
« her by the name of Owen.” Winifred 

replied, ſimpering, © ſhe had heard ſome 
« ſuch a thing, but was ſenſible neverthe- 
« leſs of my lordſhip's good will,” for ſhe 
was ſure he would never have done his duty | 
if I had not firſt put it into his head, “ and 
you know my dear, {ſweet lord, he could 
« do no leſs for« me, who have done ſo 
« much for him, both in health and in 


A « ſickneſs.” I ran towards the Colonel's, 


laughing immoderately, and meant to have 
entertained my friends with the hymenial 
intelligence, if the appearance of Alexander 
coming to meet me, had not for the pre- 
ſent driven it out of my thoughts to make 
room for enquines. 


What has detained you ſo long at Cate 
4 tle Talbot, where is the Colonel, Sad 
« where is the doctor?“ 


« Pleaſe 
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« Pleaſe your lordſhip we have been 
« waiting for a new recruit.“ 


« What do you mean by a new recruit?“ 


« Pleaſe your honor, Mr. Darcy, with 
« the other noble commanders, are march- 
« ing in the rear, they will all be at head 
* quarters in no time.“ | 


Mr. Darcy !” I exclaimed, Mr. Dar- 
« cy returned from the continent, Mr. Dar- 
* cy in Wales!” | 


« As fie as my poor Nan is in heaven! 
ce your lordſhip had not forced a march 
cc more than an hour, when his honour ſent 
*« word he ſhould be at the caſtle in two 
« days, ſo d') e ſee my lord we waited for 
« his joining, howſever he did not come 
« till yeſterday.” 


a Good God !” cried I, again interrupt- 
ing 18 will there be no ebb in the tide 


10 of 
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« of my good fortune?“ ſomething 
touched me behind, I turned round, 

and was inſtantly locked in the arms 
of Mr. Darcy himſelf; joy took from us 
both the power of utterance, I was the 
firſt to break filence, and ſaid as he held 
me preſſed to his boſom, with his eyes ri- 
vited on my face, © I am acknowledged by 
« 1 noble father, a beloved miſtreſs has 
te been reſtored to me, but that bliſs is the 
« moſt exquiſite of 'all others, which re- 
© turns the friend of my infancy, the aſ- 
« ſiſtant guardian of my youth, to witneſs; 

« and to partake of my felicity.“ 


As I ſpoke Mr. Darcy held me cloſer to 
his heart, then retreated a little, examined 
me more attentively, as I did him, and aſk- 
ed if I had feen my father? © No,” ſaid I, 
but when 1 have ſeen him I ſhall never 
love him quite as well as I do you, or 

« Sir Edward Eveline; he forſook me, 
« you have never forſaken me. © It was a 


4 ne made to to compaſſion, to 
_« filial 
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« filial affection,” ] he replied; * in foregoing 
« the dear delights of a father, the father of 


« ſuch a ſon, he conſented to his own mi- 
* « ſery, a 


I aſſured Mr. Darcy, that 1 very highly ü 
venerated the character of Lord Bellhaven, | 


and that I was diſpoſed to love him with 
all my heart, whenever he would give me 
the opportunity ; I had obſerved him to look 
extremely penſive, and now for the firſt 
time, I took notice that he was in the 
deepeſt mourning, I wiſhed to know for 


whom he wore it; I aſked him the queſ- 
tion, but ſtarted when he replied, © I wear 


it for Lord Bellhaven,” adding, © what is 
« the inference you draw from that con- 
« feſſion? My whole ſoul vibrated, the 
_ poſſibility that the fondeſt of all fond hopes 
might be realized, crimſoned my cheeks, 
ſent ſparks of fire from my eyes, and made 
me exclaim, © are you not my father!“ 1 
«am! Iam!” he cried, equally agitated, 


os [ am the thrice bleſſed father of my 


60 amiable 
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« amiable Talbot. I heard no more, we 
ruſhed into the arms of each other; the 
curtain drops; it is the pauſe of nature, the 
reader may partake of it if he pleaſes. 


This revered, this beloved father, had 
waited in town beyond the time he firſt 
fixed for being at Caſtle Talbot; however 
great his impatience to embrace the ſon, ſo 
endeared to his affections, the intereſt he 
took in the preſervation of my adorable 
aunt, was ſtill greater; in giving Sir Edward 
an heir, ſne had been pronounced in immi- 
nent danger, and he could not tear himſelf 

from the diſtracted huſband, until he faw 
him reſtored to compoſure by the declared 
ſafety of his precious treaſure; more preci- 
ous than ever, as being the jewel by which 
his bleſſings were multiplied. 


Whoever is incapable of ſuppoſing what 
were the tranfports of all hearts, when my 
fatheron our return to the houſe, having pre- 
ſented me as the ſon of. his hopes, ſeized on 

| the 
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the ſnow ball hand of my beautifully intereſt- 
ing, beautifully baſhful Agnetta, and joining 
it with mine, ſaid with a look and a voice I 
never ſhall forget, lovely creature, from 
«© me receive: the huſband to whom from 
« your very birth you have been deſtined ; 
* and for you Talbot, whatever ſeeming 
« rubs have been thrown in the way of your 
e paſſion, they were only intended to root 
* jt the deeper, that you might be more 
© worthy the ineſtimable gift Colonel Go- 
e dolphin's partiality had prepared for 
ee you,” ' Whoever, I ſay, has not enough 
ſenſibility. of their own to finiſh the ſcene, 
the beſt ſecond-hand repreſentation would 


give them no information; I would never 


attempt it, it is as difficult to ripen the ſeeds 
of ſenſibility, in a ſoil neglected by nature, 
as to teach a fool the wiſdom of Solomon. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, XXXV.... 


And the very loſt. 


"HE recent death of my grandfather 
muſt of neceſſity protract the com- 
. of my felicity; I ſubmitted to the 
laws of decency without repining. Whoever 
dares to bid them defiance, dares to pro- 
claim himſelf a raſcal or an idiot; thoſe who 
could have witneſſed to my enviable ſituation 
during the month we continued in Wales, 
after we had collected ourſelves all toge- 
ther, under the roof of our hoſpitable enter- 
tainer, would have given me as little credit, 
as I take to myſelf for an exertion of pa- 
tience, ſupported by the conſtant preſence, 


the artlcls ſmiles, the tender looks, the 
chaſte 


A WELCH TALE. 309 


chaſte love, the unaffected preference of my 
foul's darling. 


Suppoſing I had aſked as a gift for Papa 
Owen, the half of Colonel Godolphin's 


poſſeſſions, I am perſuaded he would have' 


told me to diſpoſe of it with as much cheer- 
fulneſs; as he permitted me to become the 
purchaſer of the twenty acres, the deeds of 
which I preſented to him before we left 


Wales, on that very day when I led the 


blooming, bluſhing, fimpering, curtſy ing 


Winifred to the altar ; for although ſhe was: 


conveyed to the church in Lord Bellhaven's 
coach, as well as the bridegroom, yet ſhe 
was quite as full of her thanks, as if I had 
brought her thither on my back. Agnetta 
and Henrietta, in virgin white, and hea- 


venly beauty, were her two attendants. My 


God what a contraſt! T whiſpered my di- 


vinity, chat T hoped ſhe would contrive to 


look a little better than Winifred, on the 


morn of my nuptials. Papa Owen ſeemed 
ſo well- ſatisfied, that I am ſure he would 


not 
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not have been half ſo contented if by miſ- 
take I had given him the hand of my miſ- 
treſs, inſtead of his own. | 


1 dear the engrance; however re- 
| gretted the exits of thoſe dancing moments 
that found and left me baſking in the ſun- 
ſhine of Agnetta's eyes; yet ſome of them 
I reſolved to employ on a duty that would 
ſnatch me from her ſight, for at leaſt twelve 
hours ; inſtead of a groom I took with me 
the confident of my early adventures, and 
attended only by Alexander, ſet out at day 
break, leaving a meſſage for the family that 
J was going to take a long ride from which 
I might not perhaps return until evening. 


I had repleniſhed my purſe, from the 
contents of my father's, intending to re- 
ward all from whom in my firſt peregrina- 
tion I had received ſuccour, or kindneſs. 

Alexander knew every foot of the way, he 
approved my purpoſe, we rode at a great 


rate, and our firſt halt was at the door of 
- the 
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the ſmall houſc, where I had once ſo vigo- 
rouſly called out upon the lover of Char- 
lotte ; it was ſhut up, and I proceeded to 
the more magnificent manſion of her tyrant 
father; there I was equally unlucky, all the 
intelligence I could gain from a woman 
ſervant, who came to the door, was that the 
ruffian died ſoon after the marriage of his 
daughter, leaving his great riches to chari- 
table funds, but firſt endeavoured to ruin 
her huſband, by involving him in law-ſuits, 
and that in ſhort, the young couple poſſeſ- 
ſed of much happineſs and a moderate com- 
PEIencFy had emigrated to America, 


I aſked 2 if he Th” go any 
further, without getting his breakfaſt ? 
« Pleaſe your honour,” ſaid he, © if the 
« cattle and your Lordſhip can hold out, 
ce we'll try what is to be done.“ I had 
a mind to puſh on as far as before 
I took any refreſhment. We 'remounted, 
and by noon arrived at the ſign of the Goat, 


before the gates of which well remember- 
12 3 


— 
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ed hotel, walked the benevolent landlord; 

with a decent looking woman hanging on 
his arm, whoſe face I thought myſelf no 
ſtranger to, without knowing exactly where 
it was that T had ſeen her. 


When I ſet out on my Quixotting ex- 
pedition, it was not in my plan to make a 
diſcovery of my perſon to my former be- 
nefactors; but when my good humoured | 
humane hoſt came up to ſalute me with 
reſpeR, bordering on proſtration, all my 
caution forſook me ; I caught hold of his 
hand, aſking with tears in my eyes, if he had 
forgotten the poor little boy, and the great 
dog, which his charity had faved from 
ſtarving, ſeven years ago? His mouth open- 
<d mechanically, but diffidence, that con- 
ſtant companion of ſterling worth, tied his 
tongue. 6 Look at me,” cried I, ſqueezing 
his hand more fervently, te behold in me 
* that infant vagabond, who being your 
< debtor for compaſſion, food, and ſhelter, 


< Is come to diſcharge his obligation. 5 
| had 
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had ſuch difficulty to obtain the credit my 
aſſertions deſerved, that Alexander was 
forced to interfere ; he brought forward fo 
many concluſive circumſtances, that the 
honeſt ſoul was at laſt convinced; but from 
innate delicacy, ſeldom to be met with in 
that rank of people, after modeſtly rejoic- 
ing at my change of fortune, he dropped 
the ſubject, as if he thought to purſue it - 
would have been an inſult to my preſent 
condition. My eſquire having ſent away 
the woman to prepare breakfaſt, I took 
that opportunity to enquire of mine hoſt 
what was become of his wife? he told me, 
The had been dead more than three years, 
that his neighbour at the Senator's Head, 
alſo dying a twelvemonth after, he had 
ſtruck up a match with his widow, who be- 
ſidesbeing in tolerable circumſtances, was 
a tarhe good woman. I joyfully interrupt- 
ed him with congratulations on his fortu- 
nate exchange, © this,” cried I, © is an ordi- 
* nance of Providence, that meets my 
* wiſhes,” at the ſame moment ſhe came to 
Vor. BH. P WE” 
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tell us all was ready; I then made myſelf 
known to her, as I had before done to her 
huſband, and taking a hand of each, com- 
pelled them both to fit down by my ſide 
during the ſhort time I required to diſpatch 
my haſty repaſt. It may appear ridiculous, 
but it is true, that whilſt TI was enquiring 
for the dame by whom I had been ſo kind- 
ly entertained, I trembled for fear I ſhould 
hear that ſhe too was dead, and that I 
ſhould-ſee her no more; on the contrary, I 
had the pleaſure to find ſhe was not only in 
good health, but living with much comfort 
through the means of an Engliſh lady, who 

every year ſent her a preſent of twenty 
pounds ; I knew of this ſettlement, it was 
made by my aunt, and having left both my 
good hoſt and hoſteſs but too ſenſible of my 
gratitude for their humanity, I proceeded 
towards the hut of my dear old woman; leſs 
than two hours brought me within view of 


tit, I gave my horſe to Alexander, and ran 


furiouſly over the meadow. It was feeding 
time, to which it might be rather owing, 
| | than 
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than to any recollection of our ancient ac- 
quaintance, that the whole feathered family 
flocked round me as I paſſed through the 


yard, in my way to the cottage, now {ſo 


clean, ſo ornamented with flowers, that I 


ſhould hardly have found myſelf at home, 


if peeping through a caſement - covered 
with jeſſamine, I had not ſeen my ci-devant 
miſtreſs, preparing food for her numerous 
dependants. I lifted up the latch ; ſhe 
lifted up her eyes. My dear mother, 
faid I, © you are employed as uſual I ſee, 
but where is the little ſtick, where the 
« boy that uſed to flog your hens 2” © I 


* don't know who your honour may be, 


ſhe replied, „but you make me weep to 
think of that poor dear child, he is 
an angel wherever he be, or I ſhould 
«© never have got over my troubles.” I 
could no longer reſiſt the impulſe of my 
heart, I opened my boſom, ſhewed her 


the farthing ſhe had hung round my neck. 


I caught her in my arms, and kiſſing her 
venerable forchead cried out, © oh my mo- 
„ ec ther E 
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« ther ! my mother! do you not remem= 
eber me?” ſhe put on her ſpectacles, and 
ſtedfaſtly gazing on my face, ſhe fell on my 
neck, her tears, her ſobs, her acclamations 
were both pathetic and comic; it was a 
long time before I could bring her to her 
right ſenſes, then I would have prevailed 
on her to remove from her cottage, and 
live with Papa and Mamma Owen ; but ſhe 
reſiſted all my entreaties, aſſuring me that 
ſhe had long been freed from the great 
ſcourge of her life, it having pleaſed God to 
diſpoſe of her enemies, and now that they 
were gone, ſhe would not leave her abode- 
or all the Prince of Wales's untold riches. 
The arguments of age, are from their very 
weakneſs irreſiſtible ; I made no more op- 
_ Poſition, but entered into a ſort of compro- 
miſe, by which ſhe was to engage a relation 
or friend to live with her, and I to ſupport 
her new ſtate, promiſed her fifty pounds a 
year, paying that ſum in advance. Hav- 
ing ſettled this matter, I liſtened to a long 


account of the evil-eyed ſiſters, one of whom 
ſhe 
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ſhe averred the Devil had run away with 
by day-light, the other nobody could tell 
what was become of her ; three years ago, 
ſhe was ſeen riding in the air, in the ſhape 
of a raven, aud never came back any more. 
I ſtaid ſo long, not to ſhew I thought her 
tedious, that when I returned to Colonel 
Godolphin's, the family were ſet down to 
ſupper, with the moſt melancholy faces in 
the world; I came upon them by ſurpriſe, 
and if I had riſen from the dead, inſtead of 
come off a journey, I could not have been 
received with more tumultuous raptures. I 
gave them a full and true account of my 
expedition, the motive of it was praiſed by 
all, but what were the praiſes of all, com- 
pared to the delicious draughts of approba- 
tion, which I quaffed from the ſparkling 
love-ſpeaking eyes of my Agnetta. 


Having began my hiſtory in Wales, where 
it commenced, there it ſhall finiſh ; bur let 


us draw the features of this ſtriking picture 
hs 
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in youth and in maturity, let us examine 

and compare them together, from the age 
of thirteen to that of twenty-two, at which 
time theſe metnoirs are written, a leſſon of 
wiſdom may be adduced from the compa- 
riſon. It will at leaſt afford much variety, 
if not inſtruction ; behold in the back 
ground, a ſtubborn wilful ill-bred boy, 
unknown to himſelf, running from good 
and purſuing evil ; behold him advancing 
in the canvas, arrived at man's eſtate, bend- 
ing his ſturdy humour at the voice of gen- 
tleneſs, poliſhed by education, refined by 
love, exalted to rank, in poſſeſſion of af- 
fluence; behold him the huſband of Ag- 
netta, Without that figure in the very 
_ dreſs and attitude, in which at this moment 
ſhe appears to my enraptured ſight, my 
ſketch would be incompleat. . Oh reader, 
behold her in the divine attitude of mater- 
nal tenderneſs, her lovely eyes ſpeakingly 
contemplating the ſleeping infant, whoſe 


beautiful face reſts on the ſerene boſom of 
its 
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its adorable mother; ſee ſtretched at her 
feet, my faithful Trimbuſh, who being in 
youth the companion of my poverty, finds 
in the protection of Agnetta, the ſoft repoſ- 
ing cradle of old age. 


THE END. 
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